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The Pearce Family

Lessons and Carols of 
Holiday Cheer

Lessons and Carols, an an-
nual event celebrating the holi-
day season, will take place on 
Tuesday, December 13, in the 
Edith Memorial Chapel. Both 
the Lawrentians, Lawrencev-
ille’s selective choir open to III 
through V Formers, and  the 
Lawrenceville Singers, a campus 
singing group open to all stu-
dents, will perform. 

As “a traditional observance 
of the Christmas story,” Lessons 
and Carols is an opportunity for 
the Lawrenceville community to 
celebrate “the Christmas season 
[together] rather than [on] the 
actual day of Christmas,” accord-
ing to Director of Music Robert 
Palmer, who conducts the choirs 
and organizes the event. He ex-
plained that in addition to build-
ing singers’ “vocal abilities” and 
“musical sensitivity,” the music 
pieces are purposefully selected 
to match and combine with the 
readings, lessons, and prophe-
cies that originated from He-
brew scriptures. One such carol 
he selected is “Silver Bells” by 
Jay Livingston and Ray Evans, 
which Roan McDonald ’23 will 
perform as a soloist accompa-
nied by Ian Lee ’24 on trumpet. 
Palmer also emphasized that he 
makes sure to incorporate one 
song in a modern world lan-
guage. !is year, the male section 
of the choir will perform the 
traditional Spanish carol “A La 
Nanita Nana.” Other pieces that 
will be featured this year include 
“And the Glory of the Lord” 
by George F. Handel and “Still, 
Still, Still” by Mack Wilberg. 

Cindy Shum ’24, a new mem-
ber of the Lawrentians, said she 
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performed in the event last year 
as a member of the Lawrenceville 
Singers and had “such a good 
time.” !is year, Shum is “looking 
forward to carrying [this] tradi-
tion forward.” She feels “a little 
bit nervous because there are a 
couple of fairly challenging songs 
in [the choir’s] repertoire…!e 
audience can expect great tunes, 
solid harmony, and a lot of good 
Christmas vibes,” she added. 
Shum mentioned that due to the 
Covid-19 pandemic, Lessons and 
Carols had not been experienc-
ing the same turnout as before, 
but she is “hopeful that a lot of 
people will show up this year.” 
Audience members can look for-
ward to a “rewarding experience,” 
especially the “candle lighting, 
which is always beautiful.” 

Palmer encourages all students 
to come to the event, saying that 
“it does not hinge on religious 
belief, but the ways communi-
ties come together at this time 
of the year…It is always a won-
derful moment when the singers 
see the Edith [Memorial] Chapel 
decorated with "owers, greenery, 
and the beautiful candelabras. It 
warms all of our hearts on a cold 
night,” he explained. 

Likewise, Emily Hammond 
’23,  who has been performing 
in Lessons and Carols since her 
II Form year, hopes fellow Law-
rentians will attend the event to 
“support their classmates who put 
in a lot of e#ort” and enjoy the 
“magical setting” in the Chapel, 
where there will be candles and 
music that $t well within a non-
religious setting. 

Lessons and Carols, one of 
the most festive performance 
arts events of the year, will surely 
bring the community together 
this week—be sure to attend! 

Last week, the Pearce 
family officially announced 
that they will be passing 
Purple Cow Ice Cream to 
Joanne Canady-Brown, 
the owner of the Gingered 
Peach Bakery. Purple Cow 
has been a cornerstone of 
the Lawrenceville commu-
nity for the past 12 years, 
known especially for be-
ing an all-time favorite 
ice cream spot for many 
Lawrenceville students.

For a long time, Tom and 
Cindy Pearce had wanted 
to start their own busi-
ness. In 2010, Tom Pearce 
worked for Merrill Lynch, 
an investment bank almost 
on the verge of extinction. 
After being laid off from 
the company, Tom Pearce 
saw this as an opportu-
nity to start his own shop 
in Lawrenceville, the town 
that he had been living in 
for more than 40 years. At 
that time, there was no ice 
cream shop in the village of 
Lawrenceville. “We found 
this location, which we 
thought was perfect, because 
it is right across [the road 
from] The Lawrenceville 
School, and there are many 
residential houses right be-
hind us,” Tom explained. 
After some preparation, in 
August, 2010, Purple Cow 
Ice Cream officially opened 
its door.

Tom and Cindy Pearce 
love the shop and working 
there. “We put our heart 
and soul into it, and we’re 
very proud,” Tom said. 
However, after 12 years of 
operating the store, they re-
alized that they wanted to 
take a break. “We work at 
night and on the weekends, 
so we are missing out on 
a lot of things,” explained 
Tom Pearce. Therefore, the 
Pearce family finally decid-
ed that it was time for them 
to retire. Moreover, with 
Canady-Brown as the new 
owner of the shop, the fam-
ily believes that it is good 
news to hear that somebody 

they know and trust will be 
taking care of the store in 
the future. 

The Lawrenceville School 
community has always been 
a huge part of the Purple 
Cow business. Students 
come over for ice cream 
throughout the week, sport 
teams come over to bond 
and celebrate after games, 
teachers bring their class-
es over, and parents order 
feeds at the shop—all of 
which help to keep Purple 
Cow going. Tom recalled 
that prom season is always 
the most interesting time of 
the year, as it is when prom 
proposals happen. “We’ve 
seen everything, from three 
dozen white roses to spell-
ing out ‘Prom’ with a ques-
tion mark written out in 
M&Ms on a banana split,” 
Tom said, and “we’ve never 
had anybody reject a Purple 
Cow proposal!”

Besides engaging with 
the Lawrenceville commu-
nity, the Pearce family has 
also raised over $30,000 
over the past 12 years for 
local charities, mainly do-
nating to Christine’s Hope 
for Kids, the Lawrenceville 
Fire Company, and breast 
cancer initiatives. The store 
has also partnered with 
Circle and Crescent Houses 
to raise money for House-
specific initiatives, showing 
their generosity and incen-

tive to contribute back to 
their local community.

In addition, they have 
hosted numerous fundrais-
ers outside of the School, 
working with students rang-
ing from the kindergarten 
class at local elementary 
schools to fraternities or 
sororities at Rutgers Uni-
versity. “We’ve never turned 
down anybody [who] want-
ed to do a fundraiser for a 
charitable event,” Tom said. 
One of the reasons Purple 
Cow has been able to give 
so much money to charity 
is because they do not take 
tips. The money put in that 
tip jar all goes to one of the 
charities that they are sup-
porting. The Pearce fam-
ily believes that it is very 
important for them to give 
back to the community, and 
they have thus been contin-
uously doing so for the past 
12 years. 

The Pearce family will 
continue to be part of the 
Lawrenceville School com-
munity. “We’ll be around! 
I have always wanted to go 
to a Lawrenceville foot-
ball game or watch the Fall 
[Musical] for the first time 
in 12 years,” Tom Pearce 
said. And he highly recom-
mends everyone to come 
and eat a brownie sundae 
before Purple Cow officially 
closes down for the next few 
months! 

Courtesy of the Pearce Family
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Editorial 
!ree Cheers for Consumerism! 
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Through House and Harkness.
As per our mission statement, Law-

renceville’s academics and residential life 
are the primary assets we have to offer. Specif-
ically, our century-old House System excels in 
bringing together students from various back-
grounds to form families away from families, 
homes away from home. Yet while our mission 
statement continues to declare that “Our mis-
sion is to inspire the best in each to seek the 
best for all,” that very House system ensures that 
Lawrenceville cannot account for “all.” 

Since 1987, it has been well-established that 
Circle Houses are for male students and that 
Crescent Houses for female students. These 
Houses function as spaces in which teenagers 
can mature and develop into adults. 

Yet forcing Houses into a rigid gender binary 
ensures that our residential dorms will not be 
safe spaces for gender non-conforming students. 
After all, gendered housing pressures students to 
identify as either male or female; those who do 
not stand within the binary quite literally have 
no place within the School. Eric Frankel ’23, 
the President of the Gender-Sexuality Alliance, 
posited that “the constant reminder in subtle 
messaging and explicit messaging that this is a 
house of men or a house of women can reinforce 
that their gender is not recognized or valid.” In a 
space defined by gender, failing to conform can 
cut off a student from their House, rendering all 
support and camaraderie of the house utterly 
void. The Journal of Adolescent Health’s 2018 and 
2020 studies linked gender-affirming environ-
ments to lower rates of depression and decreased 

With the commencement of Tur-
key Term, the Lawrenceville 
community spirals into a con-

coction of stressed furor and holiday spirit. 
New classes and co-curricular activities begin, 
while campus comes to life with winter cheer; 
major assignments lurk around the corner 
with winter break just beyond. Between the 
intermittent commitments of Lawrencev-
ille life, students—and their parents—take 
to preparing Lawrenceville for the holiday 
season. Houses host their traditional winter 
events, parents and prefects spend Sunday af-
ternoons decorating Houses, and the School 
o!ers a slew of seasonal events. Yet despite the 
School’s emphasis on holiday tradition, a walk 
through the Circle and Crescent during Tur-
key Term highlights a lack of equity in House 
celebration. One House may display elaborate 
decorations visible through their windows 
and on their porches while others may pos-
sess a sad, bare exterior. While some Houses 
spend weeks and signi"cant funding on pre-
paring for Turkey Term and the holiday sea-
son, decoration falls by the wayside for others. 
With decoration and House spirit designated 
as hallmarks of the season at Lawrenceville, 
this disparity in decor and tradition between 
Houses creates a feeling of disengagement 
and separation within the community.  #e 
inequality of material cheer on campus yields 
a collection of disjointed activities, miscon-
struing the holiday’s traditional emphasis on 
community and festivity.

Lawrenceville $aunts the collaborative 
nature of its students, citing unity in and out 
of the classroom through House and Hark-
ness. However, with such a collective of am-
bitious students, competition arises—in the 
classroom, on the sports "eld, and even in 
celebration—between each student, club, and 
House. During the holiday season, competi-
tion arises in the form of gift-giving and dec-
oration: Who will best embody the season? 
Who will give the best gifts? Which House 
will assemble the best holiday display? Each 
question proves answerable through its rela-
tion to consumerism. Whoever purchases the 
most extravagant decorations and garments 
will best embody the season; whoever gives 

the most proli"c or elaborate items will earn 
the reputation as the best gift-giver; which-
ever House parents take the time to purchase 
and decorate will have the best displays. 
#rough the nature of the School communi-
ty, we step away from the holidays’ traditional 
communal celebrations and into a bout of 
competitive spending.

Such competitive spending, an inevitable 
consequence of holiday celebration and Law-
rentian consumerism, generates intra-com-
munity disjointness contrary to the holiday 
season’s tenet of unity. Lawrenceville’s current 
holiday traditions express the qualities of 
community, festivity, and giving re$ective of 
the holiday season, albeit su!ering from an 
obsession for accumulation. From acquiring 
new holiday-themed out"ts to ostentatious 
fairy lights across Houses, Lawrenceville’s 
holiday traditions reside in a self-perpetuat-
ing cycle of consumeristic celebration, rooted 
in the competitive need to best other Houses. 
While we must recognize the potential bene-
"ts of our current holiday traditions—foster-
ing a sense of camaraderie and cheer within 
our Houses—we also must recognize the 
division and inequality they create between 
Houses. Lawrenceville possesses inherent 
consumerism, and thus avoidance of the trait 
proves unreasonable. Rather, we can harness 
students’ and parents’ consumerist tendencies 
to promote widespread celebration, tying to-
gether Houses across campus and, perhaps, 
reaching into the broader community. 

If eliminating the exchange of goods and 
money—a tradition embedded in the hol-
iday season—proves infeasible, we instead 
can turn to practices that combine thought-
fulness and bene"cial consumerism, bene-
"tting both the Lawrenceville community 
and those outside the School’s borders. For 
instance, the Kennedy House implemented a 
service element to their gift exchange; rather 
than just giving a gift, House members now 
also donate to a non-pro"t on behalf of their 
gift exchange recipient. Such an activity re-
de"nes how giving appears at Lawrenceville. 
Instead of promoting a materialistic exchange 
between two individuals, Kennedy’s tradi-
tion breaches the Lawrenceville bubble and 

thoughts of self-harm in teenagers—an envi-
ronment that, by its very nature, Lawrenceville’s 
House System fails to create. Most students can 
agree that Lawrenceville’s academics are stressful 
enough; we do not need a systematic refusal to 
recognize students’ gender identities as yet an-
other stressor in our lives.

Naturally, a House System that does not de-
fine itself by the gender binary—or, gender-neu-
tral housing—would provide well-needed 
gender-inclusive spaces for students. Yet as 
we contemplate the possibility of gen-
der-neutral housing on campus, 
we must consider: How 

exactly should we 
implement gen-
der-neutral housing 
at Lawrenceville? 

This question is 
by no means a new 
one. According 
to Dean of 
Students 
Devon-
dra Mc-
Millan, 
the School 
administration has 
been discussing gen- der-neutral 
housing for the last decade. “If we did an all 

gender-neutral house,” Dean McMillan, “look-
ing at the architecture, we are most likely to try to 
implement it using Haskell [House] or a smaller 
house.” The dormant Haskell, standing behind 
the Circle, is one of the only buildings on cam-
pus currently available for gender-neutral hous-
ing. Thus, while II Form housing would remain 

spreads the spirit of giving into the outside 
world, bene"ting those in need. #e Dawes 
House has both implemented a price limit 
for the gift swap and introduced a homemade 
segment to the tradition. Now, students may 
write a note, use a provided bracelet-making 
kit, or create a gift, departing from the con-
sumerism-oriented materialistic tradition 
of the past to one rooted in thoughtfulness. 
Such behaviors, represented in Kennedy and 
Dawes, demonstrate a false dichotomy be-
tween consumerism and division within the 
community. #ough consumerism may cause 
division between individuals and Houses 
during the holiday season, it does not con-
stitute a malicious force. Rather, if we were 
to imbue our consumerist traditions with a 
sense of community that extends beyond the 
House bubble (as Kennedy and Dawes have), 
we invest in the spirit of the holidays. 

At Lawrenceville, money and extravagance 
comprise a foundational part of the holiday 
season. With gift exchanges and elaborate 
House decoration all over campus, one cannot 
escape the presence of holiday consumerism. 
Still, as long as we eliminate the competitive 
component of holiday consumerism, we can 
move away from our current "nancial com-
petition and towards a School that uses its 
resources to promote unity and giving during 
the holidays. Whether through transforming 
gift exchanges into a charity event, decorating 
the entire campus instead of individual Hous-
es, or promoting thoughtfulness in gifting, we 
can maintain the same traditions of gift-giv-
ing and holiday cheer while bridging the 
inequalities between Houses and ensuring a 
uni"ed holiday celebration. 

#e holiday season makes for a time of 
unity—and this season marks the perfect 
time to take the "rst steps towards a uni"ed 
community. By rede"ning how we give and 
celebrate as a community, we can come to-
gether to build new charitable, thoughtful, 
and unifying traditions. After all, that’s what 
the holidays stand for. 

!is editorial represents the majority view of 
#e Lawrence, Vol. CXLII.

gendered II Form students could opt into a gen-
der-neutral Haskell for their III and IV Form 
years. Following the process of selection for Cir-
cle and Crescent Houses, the Heads of House 
and adminstration would screen students who 
elect to enter Haskell to create a 
safe, respectful, and diverse 
community.  

But would 

designating Haskell House, a small building on 
the outskirts of campus and with little memora-
ble history of its own, as the lone gender-neutral 
House be enough?  Haskell residents would find 
themselves separate from the rest of Lawrencev-
ille in every regard; not only would they be phys-
ically distant from their peers, but they would 
lack the traditions, emblems, and identities that 
the 11 Circle and Crescent Houses enjoy. Put 
simply, Haskell’s gender non-conforming resi-

dents would only find themselves isolated from 
the rest of Lawrenceville once more. 

Dismantling Lawrenceville’s reinforcement 
of the gender binary requires a more extensive 
plan than bringing Haskell back into use. For 
one, Frankel himself proposes the following 
campus plan: one Circle House would be-

come a gender-neutral house, two more 
Circle Houses would become housing 
for female students, and two Crescent 
houses would become dorms for male 
students. The Houses would alternate 
by gender, so that a dorm for male 
students would stand beside a dorm 

for female students, which would 
stand beside a dorm 
for male students, 
and so forth. Has-
kell and Kinnan 
would also be-

come gen-
der-neutral 
hous ing 
opt ions 
for stu-

dents. In 
Frankel’s sys-

tem, stu- dents would still 
elect to be in a gender-neutral house, just as in 
the plan outlined by McMillan. However, the 
former would provide gender nonconforming 
students a house with larger spaces, greater vis-
ibility, and more House history and tradition. 
The three gender-neutral Houses’ members—
especially their gender non-conforming popula-
tion—would find themselves not only protected 
from ostracization or disregard by the rest of the 

school, but with a well-established, respected 
place of their own. 

Still, there is worth in preserving the current 
tradition and student dynamic of Lawrencev-
ille. For example, while Frankel’s plan would 
have two more Circle Houses become female 
houses and two Crescent houses become male 
houses to eliminate the gender divide between 
the Circle and Crescent, I believe that alternating 
Houses for girls and boys would not be partic-
ularly helpful in supporting our gender-neu-
tral students. For now, a gender-neutral Circle 
House is a good first step; this House could 
combat homophobia on campus and provide 
gender-nonconforming III and IV Formers 
with an affirming space, while the two V Form 
gender-neutral Houses would offer addition-
al support and community as students move 
through Lawrenceville. 

Overall, fellow students’ excited reactions to 
the rumors around campus that Lawrenceville 
could begin to implement long-waited gen-
der-neutral housing options tells me that Law-
renceville is ready for change. No matter the re-
sistance from some students, alumni, or donors, 
we must acknowledge that the School has been 
progressing along with the rest of the nation. 
With the first African-American and female 
students accepted in 1964 and 1987, respectively, 
it is only a matter of time before Lawrenceville 
finally introduces gender-neutral Houses to 
make our community more inclusive and di-
verse than ever. Lawrenceville has the chance to 
advance its House system and finally get closer 
to the best for all—and I know that it’s a chance 
more than worth taking. 

“To Inclusivity and Beyond”
!e Case for Gender-Neutral Housing 

GARRET HEFFERN ’24

Dog of the Week (Mona!) 
Mrs. Buckles
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ing us to leave only a council of 
clones to lash out at the “enemy.” 
What we forget is that a round ta-
ble shouldn’t have opposing sides.  

Seeing things from another’s 
perspective is only possible once 
you look up from your screen, 
though. It ’s my hope that we be-
come more responsible users of 
technology by remembering the 
disconnect between discourse 
on the internet and discussion 
in real life. Fortunately, in this 
case, what ’s good for us is also 
good for democracy: by choosing 
productive conversation between 
diverse opinions over a homog-
enous board of agreement, we can 
continue to expand our own body 
of knowledge and form connec-
tions with those around us, using 
the best in each to seek the best 
for all.

On Lawrenceville’s first 
Democracy Day, guest 
speakers Pete Davis and 

Andy Kim asked us to remember 
that democracy is a way of life 
that we choose to actively pursue, 
by waking up and committing 
to be thoughtful, empathetic, 
and critical thinkers. However, 
most of us wake up and commit 
to checking our phones instead– 
embracing a deluge of 
information about the 
world and its woes 
as our first action 
of the day. How much 
is our political identity 
shaped by this choice? With 
the increasing polarization of 
political parties due to media 
bubbles created by the internet, 
human connection and empathy 
with those who hold opposing 
views become more challenging: 
when you speak and the echoes 
of your opinions reverberate 
around you, why listen for traces 
of dissent? Platforms like Twitter, 
Reddit, and increasingly TikTok 
use algorithms to promote user 
engagement by only showing 
content that aligns with the 
viewer’s beliefs. This leads to 
a loss of both critical thinking 
skills and willingness to engage in 
productive conversation, pushing 
citizens towards the far ends of 

the political spectrum and away 
from any hope of meeting in the 
middle. If the Harkness method 
has taught us anything, let it be to 
avoid such a fate. 

The video-clip format of Tik-
Toks capitalizes on our decreas-
ing attention spans, with viral 
videos often being the most pro-
vocative—after all, the easiest and 
fastest human emotion to evoke is 
rage. If this theory is true for 
political 

d i s -
course, 
we are 
drawn to 
content that 
demeans those 
who hold op-
posing viewpoints i n s t e ad 
of that which encourages con-
structive conversation. While we 
may recognize that our “love to 
hate” is antithetical to a lifestyle 
of democracy, it ’s difficult to dis-
pense with it. However, the more 
we indulge in wide defamation of 

entire parties of people, the wider 
the self-imposed gap between “us” 
and “them” becomes. Incidentally, 
user engagement (and by exten-
sion ad revenue) with controver-
sial content tends to be high. It 
seems what is best for TikTok as 
a business isn’t always what ’s best 
for us—we are mere cogs to the 
algorithm, to whom our compas-
sion is an acceptable casualty. 

 

An extreme example of the dan-
gerous effects of polarization and 
misinformation on social media 
is the insurrection on the Capitol 
on January 6, 2021, with over 30 

The FIFA World Cup 
kicked into full gear over 
Thanksgiving break, gen-

erating headlines on and off the 
field. The aftermath of the tourna-
ment begs the question: is hosting 
the World Cup worth it for Qatar? 
Is it  worth it for any host nation? 
Qatar, a country with no soccer 
culture, barely any prior sports 
infrastructure, and only 300,000 
native citizens, took on the task of 
hosting one of the biggest sport-
ing events in the world in hopes of 
bringing more attention to the na-
tion and boosting tourism. Look-
ing at FIFA’s business model, the 
effects of past world cups, and 
Qatar’s current state, Qatar should 
not have hosted the World Cup in 
the first place.

FIFA’s business model is de-
signed so that the main beneficiary 
from a World Cup will always be 
FIFA, rather than the host na-
tion. FIFA gains all the big money 
from selling television, marketing, 
and licensing rights, all the while 
spending very little on the opera-
tions of the tournament. Mean-
while, the host nation is left to 
fund all the necessary infrastruc-
ture, including new hotels, stadi-
ums, training facilities, and fan vil-
lages. While host nations do make 
money on ticket sales and the 
influx of tourism, this revenue is 
not sustainable and typically lasts 
only 32 days. Brazil, the host of the 

2014 World Cup, poured around 
$12 billion into hosting and ended 
up losing $670 million. Brazil 
was left in financial shambles for 
years to come, while FIFA walked 
away with $338 million. Brazil’s 
spendings on the World Cup, the 
most in history at the time, are 
nothing in comparison to Qatar’s 
estimated $300 billion. 

It ’s no secret that Qatar will 
lose money from hosting the 
World Cup—so why would the 
nation opt to host? The answer, 
and the only possible way Qatar 
could benefit from the World Cup, 
is creating a tourism industry. Qa-
tar spent lavishly on a worldwide 
event in order to put itself on the 
map as a tourist destination for 
people around the world. While 
the emirate will lose money in the 
short term, they aim to create long 
lasting revenue from becoming a 
mainstream tourist destination for 
years to come.

Countries that are major tour-
ist destinations today all share 
a common set of characteris-
tics. Popular travel spots such as 
the Caribbean Islands, Italy, and 
France, are all strikingly unprob-
lematic. People go on vacation 
to relax, not to contemplate the 
ethics of funding the economy of 
a country with a history of com-
mitting human rights abuses. No 
spring breaker wants to arrive in 
a country, only to be confronted 
by a moral dilemma. Yet our sense 
of morality is not the greatest 

factor in selecting tourist destina-
tions; cultural immersion takes the 
prize instead. Consequently, coun-
tries that attract the most tourists 
are ultimately those that succeed 
in marketing themselves in a 
palatable manner; they strategi-
cally blend superficial elements 
of   “native” culture with modern 
resorts that will appeal to peace 
and comfort-seeking visitors. 

But Qatar shares none of those 
qualities that make the Carribean 
islands or Western European na-
tions so popular. While other 
Gulf and Middle Eastern nations 
are famous for their historic sites 
like Mecca or the Great Pyra-
mids, Qatar features no attraction 
that reflects its rich history. Ad-
ditionally, in recent years, Qatar 
welcomed an enormous influx of 
expatriate workers, using their la-
bor and money from selling oil to 
build extravagant, futuristic cit-
ies. So what does Qatar bring to 
the table as a tourist destination? 
The capital city of Doha, with its 
modern buildings, museums, and 
large malls, is replicated equally 
well in a far more well-known 
setting in other Gulf capitals like 

Dubai and Abu Dhabi. Fans who 
visit for the World Cup will find 
that there is not enough to do in 
Qatar for them to revisit after the 
tournament.

On top of its lack of tourist at-
tractions, Qatar’s frequent human 
rights abuses—which came into 
light shortly before the World 

Cup—will also deter future tour-
ists. Specifically, Qatar’s 6,500 mi-
grant worker deaths leading up to 
the tournament as well as its anti-
LGBTQ laws have come under 
severe public criticism, and thus 
transformed Qatar into the prob-
lematic country that they would 
not consider visiting for their 
lovely, comfortable vacation. The 
media’s negative portrayal of Qatar 
and past World Cup media storms 
proves that hosting the World 
Cup is only ever a lose-lose situ-
ation. Large events like the World 
Cup only bring negative attention 
to their hosts. During the 2014 
World Cup in Brazil, the media 
acted similarly, focusing merely 
on Brazil’s faults and deeming 
them unfit to host. Just like this 
year, the headlines exposed worker 
deaths—eight workers died build-
ing stadiums—as well as Brazil’s 
environmental abuse in the Ama-
zon Rainforest. Every nation, some 
more than others, has its flaws, but 
it is impossible for a nation not 
to get picked apart by the media 
when hosting the World Cup plac-
es it front and center on the world 
stage. With the financial burden 
and guaranteed negative media at-
tention that comes with hosting 
the World Cup, hosting the tour-
nament has no real benefit for a 
nation—especially Qatar.

of its planners having since been 
charged with seditious conspir-
acy. At 1:42 AM on December 
19, 2020, then-president Trump 
tweeted, “Big protest in D.C. on 
January 6th / Be there, will be 
wild!” Members of white-nation-
alist extremist groups were quick 
to respond, with the Three Per-
centers group stating they were 

“standing by 
to answer the 
Call from [their] 
President should 
the need arise…” 

It is clear from the tragic 
aftermath of this tweet that 
social media created conditions 
that allowed extremists to spawn 
malice, akin to how bacteria grow 
when left in the dark, undis-
turbed. 

Kyle Park ’23, with the other 
leaders of Lawrenceville’s De-
mocracy Day, sought to “promote 
a civics culture on campus” when 
they organized the event. In my 
opinion, the foundations for such 
a culture are built into the way we 
think about disagreement itself. 
The reflexes social media impart 
in us curtail our capacity to dis-
agree constructively, condition-

Political Polarization Under the Rule of Social Media
ARYA VISHWAKARMA ’25

OPINIONS ASSOCIATE

Echoes at the Antipodes:

Hosting the World Cup: Is It (Ever) Worth It?
WILL O’REILLY ’25 
OPINIONS ASSOCIATE
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––––––––
It seems what is 

best for TikTok as a 
business isn’t always 
what’s best for us– 
we are mere cogs to 
the algorithm, to 

whom our compassion 
is an acceptable casualty. 

––––––––

––––––––
 !e re"exes social media 

impart in us curtail 
our capacity to disagree 

constructively, 
conditioning us to 

leave only a council 
of clones to lash out at 

the “enemy.”
––––––––
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Don’t Grumble...Let’s Rumble!

!is past weekend, after a 
two-year hiatus, Varsity Wres-
tling Coach Johnny Clore and 
the Varsity Wrestling team 
brought back the annual event, 
Rumble in the Arena. !is event 
showcased the Varsity Wrestling 
team and brought the student 
community together with a live-
ly House competition. Since its 
conception in 2013, Rumble in 
the Arena has been a highlight 
of the Winter Term. 

Clore said that he was excited 
to watch the wrestlers put on a 
good show, demonstrating their 
mantras, “together we "ght,” “at 
each other’s backs, not at each 
other’s throats,” “do something 
about it,” and “be the alpha.” 
!ese mentalities were fully 
displayed by the team’s intra-
squad wrestling matches. Clore 
additionally emphasized the 
comfort and delight he retained 
while watching the student body 
come together to support each 
other, cheer for each other, and 
“just have some silly fun with 
the bumper ball suits!” As 2022 
marks the eighth year that the 
team has run the event, Clore 

hopes that he will be able to con-
tinue it for many years to come.

Varsity Wrestler Jalen Graves-
ande ’25 enthusiastically ex-
pressed his joy in seeing his friend 
put on a show for other members 
of the school community. As 
wrestling remains one of his top 
passions, Gravesande remarked 
that sharing and spreading a ma-
jor part of himself at this event al-
lowed for fellow peers and class-
mates to enjoy the sport he loves. 
Before  the event, he concluded by 
adding that he “can’t wait to see 
my housemates in Cleve [House] 
compete for house points in the 
Bumper Ball suits against Ken-
nedy [House].”

Maddie McIntyre ’25 made 
an impromptu appearance at the 
Bumper Ball battle, represent-
ing Stanley House and going 
against Dawes House. “When 
the opportunity arrived, I imme-
diately jumped in there, took o# 
my shoes, and put the suit on,” 
she declared. Instantly, McIntyre 
triumphed twice in her match 
against the II Form girls. With 
her friends cheering her on, she 
“felt well-supported and con"-
dent.” She enthusiastically looks 
forward to next year’s Rumble in 
the Arena. 

SOPHIE CHENG ’25
NEWS ASSOCIATE

Weeden Lecture 2022 Welcomes Annette Gordon-Reed 
and Peter S. Onuf

NICHOLE JIN ’24
NEWS ASSOCIATE

On Monday, December 5, 
Lawrenceville hosted the annual 
Weeden Lecture, which was es-
tablished in 1999 to honor the 
memory of Charles F. “Chuck” 
Weeden III H’65 ’87 ’92 P 
’77 ’79 ’87. At Lawrenceville, 
Weeden taught medieval, Re-
naissance, and American history, 
coached varsity hockey for 17 
years, assisted with football and 
baseball, and acted as a Head of 
House for 13 years. !roughout 
the last 19 years, a multitude of 
American historians have visited 
campus to speak to members of 
the Lawrenceville community as 
part of the program.

!is year’s lecture featured An-
nette Gordon-Reed and Peter 
S. Onuf, the two authors of the 
New York Times Bestseller Most 
Blessed of the Patriarchs: !omas 
Je"erson and the Empire of Imagi-
nation. Onuf is a historian and 
history professor specializing in 
!omas Je#erson at the Univer-
sity of Virginia. Gordon-Reed 
is the Carl M. Loeb University 
Professor in Harvard Univer-
sity’s history department. Grow-
ing up in Texas, Gordon-Reed 
experienced segregation in many 
areas of her life, such as in “public 
bathrooms” and “schools.” !is 

inspired her to investigate Je#er-
son, one of the most prominent 
"gures in U.S. history, who was 
also known for his racist views. 
Je#erson has been the main 
focus of Onuf ’s research for a 
number of years, as he is a Senior 
Research Fellow at the Robert H. 
Smith International Center for 
Je#erson Studies. 

!e lecture concerned the in-
spiration behind Gordon-Reed 

and Onuf ’s  book and the main 
ideas of their writing. Gordon-
Reed and Onuf started by dis-
cussing the complexity behind 
Je#erson’s character: “He both 
owned slaves and wrote the Dec-
laration of Independence, which 
is a combination you wouldn’t 
expect,” Gordon-Reed said. 

While Je#erson took on the 
immense task of building a 
nation from scratch after the 

American Revolution, more 
and more people have begun 
criticizing his actions as one of 
the Founding Fathers. Je#er-
son’s idea of a uni"ed nation was 
actually two separate nations: 
“a white nation and a captive 
nation,” as they put it. One of 
these nations was for “the peo-
ple,” or, in the eyes of Je#erson 
and most civilians at the time, 
a nation for white Americans. 

!e other nation was composed 
of immigrants and African-
Americans, the so-called captive 
nation. “Despite the diversity of 
the country, America was not a 
melting pot of di#erent cultures 
and races, especially not under 
Je#erson.” 

However, in spite of his rac-
ist views and discriminatory 
actions, Je#erson also played a 
signi"cant  role in the shaping 
of modern American society. 
He accomplished the seeming-
ly-impossible task of “bring-
ing people together during the 
war” and unifying the colonists 
under a common cause, al-
lowing America to become an 
independent nation. Addition-
ally, his policies and in$uence 
in the government transformed 
American politics, giving citi-
zens more civic responsibility 
and “increasing political partici-
pation.” 

A large takeaway from the 
lecture is the idea that all his-
torical "gures, no matter what 
they may be known for, have 
“profound limitations” that we 
must face. History is "lled with 
nuance and “unintended con-
sequences”; both are important 
to consider in evaluating the 
impact di#erent individuals had 
on both society at the time and 
society today. 

Gorfon-Reed and Onuf speaking to Lawrenceville students Courtesy of The Lawrenceville School

Hutchins Social Justice Scholars Plan 
Winter Term Presentation

!e Hutchins Scholars in Social Jus-
tice program, led by Executive Direc-
tor of the Hutchins Institute for Social 
Justice Zaheer Ali, is one of the many 
“scholars” programs that Lawrenceville 
o#ers to its students. !e program’s pur-
pose is to honor students who have dem-
onstrated achievement and promise in 
advancing social justice and o#er them 
opportunities to deepen their knowl-
edge in the "eld of social justice studies. 
During the program, rising V Formers 
immerse themselves in the multi-dis-
ciplinary study, practice, and ethics of 
social justice. !e program has two com-
ponents: a two-week summer residential 
program, as well as a Fall Term course 
titled “Social Justice Scholars Seminar.” 

Scholar Akeil Smith ’23 introduced 
the program as an opportunity to “ex-
plore theories of change, leadership 
models, strategies for organizing, and 
the power of narrative” through stud-
ies, trips, and listening to guest speakers. 
!eir work engages with the power of 
storytelling and listening through his-
toric sites, including landmarks, monu-
ments, and museums; memorial events 
such as civic holidays and commemora-
tions; and popular culture, including mu-
sic, television, and "lm. Smith lamented 
that his time as a scholar has “unfortu-
nately come to an end.” However, as  for 
his "nal project, he “produced a mini-
documentary about dyslexia and how 
educational support systems can work to 
practice this idea of pluralism and cel-
ebrating di#erences versus tolerance and 
simply accepting them.” He also com-

HELENA CHEN ’24
NEWS ASSOCIATE

LOUIS PARK ’26

mented that some of the key takeaways 
from this program are that “no person, 
system, or mindset is perfect, and there 
will always be some narrative out there 
that needs improvement, but the more 
[they] can shift and create a growing 
and changing community, and hopefully 
world, the more we can implement social 
justice in communities everywhere.”

Scholar Awo Addo ’23 is thrilled to 
"nally be able to present her "nal proj-

ect. While creating her project, Addo 
admitted that her biggest challenge 
was to wrap up her personal experience 
and what she learned over the course of 
the program into one "nal project that 
would change the assumptions that peo-
ple have about each other. Addo hopes 
that her project will be able to help up-
lift the people who have been harmed 
by those assumptions. “!e most impor-
tant thing I learned from the Hutchins 
Scholars in Social Justice [program] is 
the power of knowing where biases stem 
from and how to address those assump-
tions,” said Addo. By knowing what the 
scholars hope to change, a better plan 
can be made to address these issues. 

Scholars on a trip to New York Courtesy of The Lawrenceville School

“You don’t need to already be an activ-
ist to be a Hutchins Scholar,” explained 
Addo; she highly encourages everyone 
to apply to the program,  which has 
taught her so much that can be applied 
to her everyday interactions. 

!e goal of the Hutchins Scholars in 
Social Justice program is to help make 
the students into transformative story-
tellers and people who can tell stories 
that have social impact and inspire oth-

ers to make change. In order for them 
to be tellers of transformative stories, the 
scholars have to be deeply engaged lis-
teners who experience, observe, and take 
in the fullness of their experiences in all 
forms of stories. “I hope that [scholars] 
gain a deeper and richer understanding 
of the histories of social justice move-
ments and how they are part of a long 
lineage and legacy of social justice and 
social impact work, so that they under-
stand that this is not somebody else’s 
work, but their work too,” said Ali. He 
encourages all students who are inter-
ested in doing social justice work to con-
tinue to pursue such interests and join 
the program!Students participating in the competition Cindy Shum ’24/THE LAWRENCE
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Science Fiction is Real: Stay Safe
TIFFANY WEN ’23
CO-NEWS EDITOR

JASMINE ZHANG ’23
CO-NEWS EDITOR

KELLY LU ’23
ARTS EDITOR

On Friday, December 9, at 7:00 
PM, members of the Periwig 
Club will perform Stay Safe in 
the Kirby Arts Center’s (KAC) 
black box theater. Stay Safe is a 
new science-fiction dystopian 
play written by Director of 
Student Life Ian August and 
directed by Performing Arts 
Department Chair Matthew 
Campbell. The show explores 
themes of freedom, choice, and 
safety through the lens of a 
group of teenagers in a radiation 
containment facility. The show 
was originally performed in 
Edinburgh, Scotland, at the 
Edinburgh Festival Fringe, which 
the cast and crew traveled to 
during this past summer.  Now, the 
show will take on the KAC stage.

Eric Frankel ’23, who plays 
the facility mechanic Wrench, 
said that acting in the play 
provided him with a unique 
acting exper ience since the 
festival in Scotland was Stay 
Safe’s world premiere. According 
to Frankel, the overall experience 
in the Fringe Festival changed 
his perspective. “Going to these 
shows that made me question if 
they really were theater helped 
me understand that theater is 
anything that can take you to a 
different place. When I went to 
these other high schools’ shows, 
I was absolutely stunned by how 
amazingly these people, who were 
just like me, were able to pull 

Stay Safe Performance Courtesy of !e Lawrenceville School

On Sunday, December 11, 
Lawrenceville’s Philharmonic and 
Collegium Orchestras will perform 
in the Edith Memorial Chapel 
as an early celebration for the 
holiday season. !e concert will 
start with the chamber orchestra, 
Collegium Lawrenceville; then, the 
rest of the orchestra will join to form 
the Lawrenceville Philharmonic, 
totaling 75 musicians, performing 
three pieces. Here are a couple of 
student musicians’ thoughts on 
preparing for the concert as they go 
through the "nal week of rehearsals.

Raymond Xu ’25, the principal 
oboist of Collegium, anticipates 
“showcas ing  Lawrencev i l l e ’s 
orchestra’s talent” and is “excited 
for teachers and friends to pull up 
to the concert.” There are some 
pieces that will be unfamiliar to 
many Lawrentians, like Mozart’s 
“Sleigh Ride,” Collegium’s starting 
piece. Xu "nds it “pretty fascinating 
because not a lot of people have 
heard it before,” and he is happy to 
start with an unfamiliar piece that he 
believes attendees will enjoy. While 
preparing for the concert, Xu found 
“rehearsing oboe solos that are in the 
Collegium pieces” challenging, as 
having multiple solos was daunting at 

In Preparation for the Upcoming Orchestra Concert...

"rst.  However,  he now feels prepared 
and happy to perform.

Jenny Zhao ’25, assistant principal 
violist of both the Philharmonic and 
Collegium, is “looking forward to 
being able to perform in an orchestra 
again since it has been a while since 
[her] last orchestra performance.” 
As a new III Former, playing in the 
Chapel for the concert will be a new 
experience for her. Although Zhao is 
excited for the concert, she said that 

it was hard to envision each piece 
with all the di#erent instruments,  
but now that everyone is attending 
dress rehearsals, the pieces sound like 
their "nal form. When asked what 
she is most excited for, she answered, 
“!e hard work that everyone has put 
in to get a chance to shine.”

Ar ya  V ishwakarma ’25  i s 
particularly eager to give “the East 
Coast premiere of a new work by 
a new composer,” Sakari Dixon 

Vanderveer, which Collegium will 
be playing. When asked if she was 
nervous, Vishwakarma answered, “my 
nerves are unbecoming of a seasoned 
orchestra player, so I’m just denying 
the fact that I’m nervous…I’m 
supposed to set an example, so you 
know what? I’m not nervous.” !e 
other members of the orchestra, with 
this con"dent mindset, will pull o# a 
great show. Vishwakarma concluded 
with these lasting words: “Everyone 

should come to the orchestra concert. 
It’ll be the best event of your life.”

!e members of the Philharmonic 
and Collegium Orchestras worked 
hard for the past three months to 
prepare for the winter concert! If 
there are any musicians in your House 
or you have any friends who will be 
performing this weekend, be sure to 
attend the concert to support them! 
Come for a good time, and you’ll be 
pleasantly surprised by the end.

ANGELA YANG ’25

!e Lawrenceville Philharmonic Dress Rehearsal Courtesy of !e Lawrenceville School

off their shows, and that really 
motivated me and the rest of the 
cast to actually really up our games 
during our later performances,” 
said Frankel. When asked how 
he approached the acting process, 
Frankel described how he viewed 
Wrench as not an extension of 
himself, but rather an entity 
he built a bridge to. He also 
mentioned that the process proved 
particularly challenging because 
Frankel had no established image 
he could rely on for the character. 
He said, “because I couldn’t search 
on YouTube for videos of someone 
acting Wrench…I [spent] a lot 
of time with my lines thinking, 
‘Okay, how does he respond 
to situations.’” Since Wrench’s 
character was completely in his 
hands, he often had to rely on 
August’s guidance. Frankel also 
fabricated imaginary backstories 
and created Spotify playlists that 
he believed his character would 
have enjoyed in order to help 
him feel a closer connection with 
the character. Highlights from 
the Wrench playlist include “All 
Along the Watchtower” by Jimi 
Hendrix, “First Day of My Life” 
by The Bright Eyes, and “Please, 
Please, Please, Let Me Get What 
I Want” by The Smiths.

Lead Deck Crew  and  Mechanical 
Puppeteer Sonia Singhal ’24 helps 
run the robot, Johnny Rockets. 
Throughout the production of the 
show, Singhal learned to “think 
[quickly] when the robot and 
the controller malfunctioned,” 
which was particularly important 
due to the confined space of the 
church in which they performed. 
In addition, the performing area 
had no backstage for Singhal to 
work in, so she spent much of 

the production “listening and 
trying to adapt in the moment.” 
Furthermore, Singhal felt that 
performing “full-time” without 
balancing other obligations 
such as academics and c lub 
activities helped her “get in 
the zone,” but also made the 
“stakes higher” and put their 
“heads were in the game and in 
the show,” since the audience 

was paying to see their show 
in a professional environment. 
O vera l l , S ingha l ’s  f avor i te 
moment was after one of the 
last performances, during which 
audience members personally 
expressed their appreciation for 
the show. “I didn’t expect that,  and 
their enthusiasm was out of this 
world, and that was something I 
had never seen before, and it felt 

really good,” Singhal said. 
Campbell, the director of the 

show and one of the faculty 
chaperones of the Harkness 
Travel trip, explained that he 
appreciated the new aspect that 
Stay Safe brought to the stage: as 
a “future leaning play, I haven’t 
seen the personalized drama that 
this play brings up when you 
have these characters split almost 
into wedges before, and they 
each have their own individual 
story…and I like the way that 
it interacts. That ’s something 
that’s really kind of unique.” He 
also reminisced on attending the 
Fringe after Covid-19, describing 
how the magic of the Fringe 
removes “you from yourself. It 
should make you laugh and make 
you cry and make you judge, it 
should do all of the things that you 
would want them to do to make 
you think and feel…it’s worth all 
the time and the effort.”

Reflecting on his experience 
working on the  show and 
attending the Fringe Festival, 
Frankel said, “For me, the Fringe 
was like being a kid in a candy 
store. I was really steeped in the 
act and the pursuit of great art in 
a way that I hadn’t been before,” 
allowing him to incorporate 
elements of what he had seen 
in other shows into his own 
performance. Singhal similarly 
said that she was able to see how 
“not all theater is exactly…a 
musical or a play…theater is really 
something that transforms your 
audience to a different place.” 
Campbel l  recommends that 
anyone interested in seeing more 
“personalized drama” or a “future-
leaning kind of play” should come 
out on Friday evening!
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A Blast from the Past!
Revisiting 2022 World Cup Predictions

BRYAN BOANOH ’25

H e y, i t ’s  m e  a g a i n , yo u r 
favorite once-a-term Lawrence 
Sports Writer here to produce 
another ar t ic le!  Last spr ing, 
I wrote an artic le previewing 
the 2022 FIFA Wor ld Cup: 
out l in ing the  most  exc i t ing 
games, players, and groups to 
pay attention to in November. 
That was about 245 days ago 
at the time of writing this, and 
since then, the group stages 
of the World Cup have been 
wrapped up and the Round of 16 
matches have concluded. With 
that being said, in an attempt 
to  in f la te  my ego  to  l eve l s 
previously unimaginable, I will 
go back and review my World 
Cup preview artic le from April 
5, and see if I managed to steer 
you all in the right direction 
when it came to what to look 
for in the group stages.

T he C hampions Curse?
I’m just going to go ahead and 

admit that I got this one very, 
very wrong. Going back to 2002, 
four of the reigning champions 
exited the tournament in the 
group stage, with three of those 
exits coming in a row in 2010, 
2014, and 2018. As you might 
be able to infer from the given 
information, I warned French 
fans to be wary of the same 
fate. I even went as far as to 
say “If you are reading this and 
happen to be of French descent, 
you might want to prepare for 
a premature exit ” (No I ’m not 
citing something that I wrote). 

Yeah, that didn’t happen.
To be fair to the good old 

C h a m p i o n’s  c u r s e , i t  t r i e d 
its hardest to get France up 
and out of  here as  ear ly  as 
possible. Karim Benzema, the 
reigning Ballon D’or winner, 
Christopher Nkunku, Presnel 
Kimpembe, Paul  Pogba, and 
N’Golo Kante were all l isted 
as out for the tournament with 
injuries before it even began, 
with Pogba and Kante especially 
being big losses as they were 
pivotal to the 2018 triumph. 
In addition, Lucas Hernandez, 
another integral  part  of the 
team, went down with an ACL 
injury just 13 minutes into their 

opener against Australia. So 
how did France respond?

To put it simply, they went 
nuclear.

France hasn’t missed a beat, 
and as ide  f rom a  los s  in  a 
meaningless group game against 
Tunisia where they benched 
thei r  s tar ters , have  been as 
c lose to perfect as possible this 
tournament. Kylian Mbappe has 
been playing well and is looking 
like the clear Golden Ball front-
runner; France appears to be the 
best team at the tournament by 
far. With that being said, they 
haven’t won yet, and they stil l 
have to go through England 
in the Quarters before even 
thinking about  going back-
to-back. We’ ll see how they go 
from here.

(Respectfully, they ’re probably 
gonna win the cup.)

Easiest Group
Prediction: A, Reality : A
I got this one right, so that ’s 

five imaginary back pats for 
me. None of these groups were 
exact l y  easy, but  out  o f  a l l 
the chaos that has transpired 
throughout the tournament so 
far, this is the group that had the 
least of that. As expected, the 
Nether lands topped the group 
with Senegal  going through 
second. With that being said, 
Ecuador  made  the  g roup  a 
much more interesting one than 
expected by drawing against the 
Nether lands, meaning that if 
they had beaten Senegal in their 
last encounter in the group stage 

Stay Safe! Picks

Mbappe celebrates a goal.

match they could have made it 
through. But this was probably 
my safest prediction out of the 
whole preview, especially with 
Qatar being as bad as advertised.

Biggest WTF Group
Predictions: G and F, 

Reality : Literally All Of 
T hem 

O k , I  k n o w  t h i s  o n e  i s 
technically wrong, but you’ve 
got to cut me some slack here. 
This is one of the craziest group 
stages we’ve ever had at a World 
Cup (27 of the 32 teams stil l 
had a chance at qualification 
going into matchday three) , 
and at least half of the groups 
could have been the craziest 
one. When I analyzed Group 
G way back when, my main 
argument was that the battle 
for second between Cameroon, 
Switzer land, and Serbia would 
be an absolute dogfight and 
to be fair, on matchday three, 
Serbia and Switzerland literally 
tr ied to fight each other with 
a  t o t a l  o f  11  ye l l ow  c a rd s 
brandished in their final match 
with Switzer land ul t imate ly 
prevai l ing and moving onto 
the knockout stage with Brazil. 
I ’ l l  give myself half a pat on 
the back for  putt ing Group 
F as  an honorable mention, 
because Belgium, the number 
two overall-ranked team, didn’t 
even make it out of the group. 
They  f in i shed  th i rd  behind 
Morocco and Croatia, with a 
hear tbreak ing  0-0  wi th  the 
la t ter  on the las t  matchday 
where Belgian striker (honestly, 
he might be Croatian with how 
he played in that game) Romelu 
Lukaku missed four separate 
c h a n c e s  t o  s e n d  B e l g i u m 
through, each one harder to 
miss than the last. But that 
was far from the craziest upset 
in the group, because Lionel 
Messi and Argentina lost 2-1 to 
Saudi Arabia in their first game. 
There were serious questions 
about whether or not the game’s 
greatest-ever player would make 
it out of the group stage at his 
last-ever World Cup. Not to 
mention Mexico and Poland 
battling for the second place 
spot, with the two teams at one 
point being tied on wins, losses, 

ties, goals scored, and goals let 
in; meaning the tiebreaker to 
decide who would go through 
was going to be which team had 
gotten less yellow cards, that is 
until Mexico let in a last-second 
goal dumping them out. But 
all of that pales in comparison 
to the absolute madness that 
transpired in Group E. On the 
f i r s t  matchday, Spa in  s tuck 
seven goals past Costa Rica, 
while Japan upset Germany to 
win 2-1, only to then lose to 
a forement ioned Costa  Rica . 
This, along with a Spain and 
Germany draw, meant going 
i n t o  t h e  f i n a l  g ro u p  s t a ge 
day, a win from Germany and 
Spain would put both teams 
through, but Japan pulled off 
another shocker and beat Spain 
2-1 as well in order to punch 
their ticket to the knockout 
stage. Spain did so as  wel l , 
and  a l though  Germany  d id 
end up convincingly handling 
bus iness , there  was  a  point 
during the game where they 
were down 2-1, meaning for 
seven glorious minutes Japan 
and Costa Rica were set to make 
it out of the group stage, and 
while that outcome didn’t end 
up happening, it added to the 
absolute chaos that took place 
in this group.

Biggest Gr udge Match
This was less of a prediction 

and more of  a  match to be 
aware of. The Ghana-Uruguay 

matchup was set to be a big one 
given all the history behind it, 
specifically Uruguay knocking 
Ghana out of the World Cup in 
2010 on penalties af ter some… 
morally ambiguous Luis Suarez 
antics. Not only was Ghana 
looking for revenge, but this 
game took place on matchday 
three, with Ghana only needing 
to draw in order to confirm their 
passage to the next round, while 
Uruguay needed to win and 
hope other results went their 
way. The ghosts of 2010 came 
back to haunt the Ghanaians, 
as they were unable to avenge 
12 years of pain in a 2-0 defeat, 
but their loss had a silver lining 
for the west Africans, as Korea’s 
shock v ictor y  over  Por tugal 
meant  that  they snuck past 
Uruguay on goal differential 
(Goals  scored vs . Goals  le t 
in), meaning that even in their 
failure, the Ghanians were able 
to drag Uruguay down with 
them.

Bonus Predictions 
Because I ’m A Nice Person 

(Allegedly)
With the Group Stage and the 

Round of 16 having wrapped 
up, there ’s only one question 
on everyone’s minds: Who does 
Bryan Boanoh think is going to 
win the World Cup? Well, since 
I am so good at predictions as 
evidenced by the artic le above, 
here ’s how I think the rest of 
the bracket will play out:

Quar ter F inals
Brazil 3 - 1 Croatia

Argentina 1-0 Nether lands
England 0 - 2 France

Morocco 0 - 0 Portugal 
(Morocco go through on 

penalties again)

Semifinals
Brazil 2 - 1 Argentina
France 3 - 0 Morocco

F inal
France 3 - 2 Brazil

These are going to age so 
badly.
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Messi delivers Argentina from elimination.


