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Slay Sarcoma Research 
Institute Hosts 5K Run

Helena CHen ’24 
niCHole Jin ’24

National Merit Scholarship Semifinalists

National Merit Scholar 
Semifinalists Honored

Congratulations to V Form-
ers Ben Cavanagh, Praachi 
Chakraborty, Julia Chiang, Satvik 
Dasariraju, David Gao, Alistair 
Lam, Andrew Noviello, Grant 
Shueh, Tristan Wan, Ashley Wang, 
and Jeb Williams on becoming 
Semifinalists in the 2022 National 
Merit Scholarship Program. These 
students now have the opportunity 
to compete with other semifinalists 
throughout the nation for 7,500 
National Merit Scholarships worth 
$30 million in total. 

To become a National Merit 
Semifinalist, students must first 
achieve scores in the top one per-
cent of their state on the PSAT. 
Out of 1.5 million entrants, rough-
ly 50,000 are recognized with Let-
ters of Commendation, and 16,000 
of those commended are named 
Semifinalists for their state.

To be considered for a National 
Merit Scholarship, Semifinalists 
must now go through an applica-
tion process. The application to 
become a Finalist consists of tran-
scripts, a listing of extracurricular 
activities and awards, SAT or ACT 
scores, and an essay, as well as an 
endorsement from a school official.
In February, roughly 15,000 of the 
16,000 Semifinalists are announced 
to progress to the Finalist round.

Finally, around 8,000 of the Fi-
nalists are awarded $2,500 scholar-
ships. Then, from May onwards, the 
National Merit program also gives 
students college-sponsored awards 
based on their choice of college.

Lam viewed the PSAT as “good 
practice” for the SAT, which he was 
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studying for at the time. He also 
thought that writing the Finalist 
application was good preparation 
for college applications, as it is like 
a “simplified Common App.” 

Cavanagh agreed, saying, “I 
found [the Finalist application] to 
be a good excuse to get some more 
work done on my college applica-
tions. I wrote an essay on overcom-
ing a challenge and fleshed out 
the theme for potential use in my 
[supplemental essays].”

Similarly, Wang said that “since 
the SAT has a lot of overlap with 
the PSAT, I just studied for the 
SAT and applied those same 
skills.”  

Lam emphasized the impor-
tance of “having confidence” in 
helping one succeed on the PSAT, 
as Lawrenceville courses prepare 
students “well beyond what the 
test requires.” Doing a number of 
practice tests and using time man-
agement strategies also allowed 
Lam to improve on his test-taking 
and gain a better understanding of 
the content on the PSAT. 

Wang agreed, saying that there 
is no need to “stress about” the 
test and “over prepare[ing]” is not 
immensely difficult because the 
Lawrenceville curriculum prepares 
students well. 

“The scholarship, at the end of 
the day, is about more than just 
your score…You have to demon-
strate how you contribute to the 
community,” Lam said. His advice 
to those hoping to become Na-
tional Merit Scholars is to get in-
volved at Lawrenceville and pursue 
their passions by joining different 
groups on campus. 

Founded by Ava Noor-
chashm ’23 and her family in 
2012, the Slay Sarcoma Re-
search Initiative is an organiza-
tion that raises awareness and 
funds for research that can cure 
leiomyosarcoma. On October 
15, the organization will be 
holding its ninth annual 5K 
Run/Walk to raise support for 
the initiative. 

The 5K is open to individu-
als of all ages, with virtual and 
in-person options available 
for participation. The race was 
canceled in 2020 due to the 
Covid-19 pandemic. “It was 
unfortunate, but I’m really glad 
that my close family members 
and I were able to come out and 
do it together,” Noorchashm 
said. As a result of the Covid-19 
pandemic, Slay Sarcoma’s races 
began offering a virtual option 
so that participants could com-
plete the activity in their own 
time. Virtual racers can then 
record their times on the Slay 
Sarcoma website and “compete 
with each other online.”

Each year, between 300 and 
400 people participate in the 
5K Run/Walk. While some 
more experienced participants 

can finish the course within 
30 minutes, others, who may 
bring their families and pets 
with them and/or choose to 
walk, have the possibility of 
taking “up to two and a half 
hours” to complete the race, 
Noorchashm explained. All 
the proceeds from the 5K 
race, as well as Slay Sarcoma’s 
other fundraisers, are donated 
towards funding research at 
the University of Pennsylvania 
to find a cure for leiomyosar-
coma, a rare type of sarcoma 
cancer that begins in smooth 
muscle tissue. The University 
and its hospital are conducting 
different experiments “all year 
round” to learn more about the 
cancer and endeavor to find a 
potential treatment. 

The Noorchashm family 
started the Slay Sarcoma ini-
tiative following the diagnosis 
of Amy Reed P’23, Noor-
chashm’s mother, with leio-
myosarcoma. The organization 
hosts a variety of fundraising 
events throughout the year to 
raise awareness and funds for 
sarcoma research, with the 
5K typically being the largest 
event that they host. “It’s just 
a really great time, and all of 

our family and good friends get 
together every October to do 
it,” Noorchashm said. 

This year was the first tim 
Noorchashm announced the 
5K to the Lawrencevil le 
School community. “My mom 
passed away the year before I 
came to Lawrenceville, and 
I’ve gotten to the point where 
I feel more comfortable talk-
ing about it publicly,” she 
said. Before, Noorchashm 
felt that it was harder to talk 
about the event while she 
was at school because “a lot 
of people didn’t know” about 
the circumstances that lead to 
the creation of Slay Sarcoma. 
After taking time to process, 
Noorchasm decided to share 
the news of the 5K with the 
Lawrenceville community to 
foster more awareness for the 
disease and raise more support 
for the organization. 

“Slay Sarcoma has become a 
big part of my life, because it is 
my mom’s legacy to my five sib-
lings and [me],” Noorchashm 
said. When she is in college, 
Noorchashm will continue to 
promote the organization now 
that she is “more comfortable 
speaking about it.” 

Courtesty of The Lawrenceville School
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French Club Says 
“Bonjour”

Aki Li ’25 explores the 
newly founded French Club, 
which hosts mealtime meet-
ings for French students 
to practice speaking the 
language.
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Who is Five Star 
Graphics?

Riley McKibben ’25 profiles 
Hale Brown ’23 on his jour-
ney as a young entrepeneur 
and his business, Five Star 
Graphics.    
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A Fall Musical 
Teaser

Come to the KAC on 
October 20 and 21! Sonia 
Lackey ’25 gives us a 
sneak peek into the Fall 
musical.
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The Colossal Caffeine Crisis
Follow Yuna on Instagram @yunaballoona_!

Early one morning, I was cramming 
for a geometry exam when I smelled 
something that could only be de-

scribed as a mixture of grapefruit and battery 
acid. Turning toward the scent, I saw one of 
my friends sipping a can of Monster Energy. 
Perhaps sensing that I was tired, she offered me 
a sip, and although I was taken aback by the 
drink’s unusual scent,the garish neon greens, 
and vantablacks that adorned its can, out of cu-
riosity, I drank about half of it. Though I didn’t 
feel anything at first, I soon got a sudden burst 
of uncontrollable energy, and I rode this wave 
of alertness through my next three classes that 
morning.

Later that day, I threw up in the toilet.
Given how horrible my first experience 

with caffeine was, I made a pact with myself 
to forever shun all coffee and energy drinks. 
Caffeine made me feel sick—and beyond that, 
I figured that if I would ever need to substitute 
a good night’s rest with a cup of coffee or an 
energy drink, something must have gone deep-
ly wrong. Yet today, I find myself almost reliant 
on caffeine—and I wonder if quitting is even 
possible.

I start off the vast majority of my mornings 
with a vanilla cream cold brew ordered straight 
from the Starbucks on Main Street. If I need 
an extra boost in the afternoon, I put a few 
drops of energy drink formula in my water bot-
tle, take a swig, and continue my day. On partic-
ularly stressful or busy nights, I’ll even order an 
extra cup of coffee to keep myself going for the 
next three or four hours as I study for tests or 
grind my way through projects due the follow-

ing morning. In short, caffeine rules my life.
But I can’t help it. After all, caffeine is ex-

tremely useful. With caffeine, I can remain 
alert in spite of late-night study sessions, and 
get a much-needed boost of energy for my 
morning classes. If I really 
need sleep, I can simply fend 
off my drowsiness with some 
coffee and catch up on sleep 
later in the day during my 
free period or after extracur-
riculars. Caffeine has helped 
me prepare for more major 
assignments than I’d like to 
admit. Caffeine seems like the 
ultimate academic weapon; 
you get to reap the benefits 
of late-night studying and 
early-morning cramming. 
There’s no way around it—
considering Lawrenceville’s 
academic rigor, without cof-
fee, energy drinks, and caf-
feine supplements, I probably 
wouldn’t be able to handle my 
current workload.

But while caffeine offers a great degree of 
convenience, it’s also accompanied by a hand-
ful of side effects that hurt you both in the 
short and the long term. While stimulating 
the central nervous system to give you a boost 
of energy, caffeine can also increase anxiety, 
heighten blood pressure, and interfere with 
your body’s ability to take in calcium—an 
issue of great personal risk considering my 
family’s history with osteoporosis. Excessive 
caffeine consumption also causes digestive is-
sues, muscle breakdown, and insomnia, espe-
cially when consumed later in the afternoon. 

While the majority of these symptoms only 
arise from excessive cafeeine consumption, a 
far more prevalent side effect is that of caffeine 
tolerance and withdrawal. In stark contrast to 
my first experience with energy drinks, my 

caffeine tolerance has 
climbed so high that a whole can of 
Monster has no effect on me anymore. The 
inverse is also true—I feel even more exhaust-
ed than usual without caffeine, so much so 
that on days when I don’t drink coffee, I spend 
the majority of my mornings paralyzed, un-
able to accomplish anything. There is no win-
win situation with caffeine; in the long run, 
you always have to give up something for that 
energy boost.

So why don’t I just quit? If caffeine is so 
harmful, why don’t I just stop drinking coffee 

and energy drinks altogether? It’s harder than 
you might think. As mentioned previously, 
caffeine has helped me fight through some 
of my most demanding weeks at Law-
renceville—and this isn’t an issue unique to 

me. Starbucks is constantly filled with 
Lawrentians craving that quick boost 
of energy to get them through the 
day, which ties into my second point: 
Caffeine is extremely easy to access 
on campus. Whether it’s from the 
coffee dispensers in Tsai Commons, 
the drinks at the Bath House Café, 
the energy drinks from TJ’s, or the 
local Starbucks, caffeine is almost al-
ways available to students, to the point 
where it’s almost harder to not end up 
drinking coffee at least once at Law-
renceville. Unsurprisingly, from either 
Lawrenceville’s taxing schedule, the 
ease of access to caffeine, or some com-
bination of both factors, a culture of 
caffeine consumption arises. There’s a 
sense of community in caffeine. When 
you see someone drinking coffee in the 
morning, you not only find a reason to 
justify your own caffeine consumption 

but also find a sort of understanding in it—
knowing that others are just as fatigued as you 
makes that morning coffee almost seem like a 
nod of solidarity.

Yet living without caffeine, in spite of how 
necessary it seems at times, is ultimately pos-
sible. In a lot of ways, caffeine is really just a 
crutch for a lack of sleep, poor time man-
agement, overly strenuous commitments, or 
some combination of all three, meaning that 
once we directly address these problems, it is 
entirely possible to work through Lawrencev-

ille without caffeine consumption. Some 
Lawrentians adopt alternative sleep schedules 
or work schedules to adapt to the challenges 
that Lawrenceville poses. For example, one of 
my friends goes to bed around 9:00 PM and 
wakes up at 5:00 AM to finish his homework 
while also getting eight hours of sleep. I’ve 
also been experimenting with the Pomodoro 
Technique—a study method that balances 
focused, uninterrupted study with several brief 
breaks—in order to get my assignments done. 
Though I’m usually prone to procrastination, 
I find that this method helps me immensely; 
similar study techniques could help you deal 
with your tasks without relying heavily on 
caffeine. And if your extracurricular commit-
ments are weighing on you, sometimes it’s 
a good idea to take a step back and breathe. 
Your success in life isn’t defined by how many 
leadership positions you can snag; if you feel 
like your commitments demand a heavy in-
take of caffeine, maybe dropping a club or two 
isn’t a bad idea. 

The bottom line is that caffeine is no re-
placement for a healthy work and sleep sched-
ule. Though it might help us study overnight 
for our Honors class assessments or help us 
stay alert during our A Period classes, relying 
excessively on caffeine can end up doing more 
harm than good. Caffeine isn’t a sustainable 
solution to burnout or stress; it’s a short-term 
band aid solution that’s bound to fail us even-
tually. Our health is more important than our 
GPAs, athletic commitments, and leadership 
positions; let’s not drag our bodies through the 
mud for a vanilla cream cold brew

I . SurvivingSurviving (Read: Thriving) 
When I was younger, my parents always 

told me to “find a job that makes enough 
money that allows you to do what you love.” 
As poor immigrants from foreign countries, 
my parents spent their childhoods looking 
forward to their annual trip to Disney World 
and picking up crumbs from the floor with 
their hands because they couldn’t afford 
vacuums. My mom dreamed of a career in 
journalism, my dad a career in finance. Both 
ended up in medicine. “You will never be 
out of a job because people will never stop 
getting sick,” their parents told them. My 
grandparents carried an underlying fear that 
their children would somehow slip into the 
poverty that had plagued their own lives in 
America. They wanted to ensure that my 
parents would never be financially insecure, 
so they frontloaded them with busy thoughts 
of success. A generation later, my parents, 
having experienced what it felt like to have 
their dreams dashed and to go to bed hungry, 
wanted my brother and me to avoid both. 
Their children could be artists, yes, but artists 
with stable degrees from reputable schools 
that would act as a failsafe. So much of my 
parents’ lives were spent working to survive 
instead of working to live. I entered my ac-
ademic life feeling like I had to prove to my 
parents that I’d grow up okay, that I’d find a 
vocation that left me stable and comfortable. 
I signed up for every club imaginable, played 
every sport, and tried my hand at countless 
instruments (albeit failing miserably). I kept 
up activities that would make me successful 
instead of happy. It was hard to balance doing 
what I wanted to do and what I needed to 
do. Somewhere along the way they started to 
blur. Perhaps every single good grade would 
bring me one step closer to a secure life. If I 
got good enough at surviving, maybe I would 
allow myself to start living. Maybe my chil-
dren would get to do a little more thriving, 
spend a little more time looking forward 

instead of over their shoulders. Each gener-
ation brings us closer and closer to achieving 
that perfect, delicate balance of following our 
dreams without having to worry about the 
effects of failure.

II. Ho, B.J. (2019). Parasite. Neon. 
In Bong Joon Ho’s Oscar winning film 

Parasite, the Kim family infiltrates the 
wealthy Park family under the guise of be-
ing highly skilled individuals. To the Parks, 
the Kims are a godsend: how lucky of them 
to find such competent, proficient workers! 
Unbeknownst to them, the Kims secretly 
leech off of them when they are away, mak-
ing themselves at home in the Parks’ lavish 
abode. 

It is fascinating how many parasitic rela-
tionships have festered in the microcosm of 
The Lawrenceville School. What begins as 
an equal relationship, Ki-woo offering his 
tutoring services in exchange for money he 
desperately needs, starts to fester into some-
thing more sinister. The allure of an emo-
tionally available friend, of a place to make 
oneself at home, is tantalizing. The Parks 
find it hard to say no. When your friend asks 
for a favor here or there, or just needs some-
one to talk with, of course you eagerly com-
ply. A good friend is there to talk their friends 
through the stress you know gets everyone 
down now and then. A good prefect helps 
their prefectees when they have drama or 
friend issues or are overwhelmed with their 
feelings. They talk to their friends or their II 
Formers for hours on end until their anxi-
eties float away into the back of their mind, 
leaving them feeling oddly unsettled when 
they go to bed, like something is lurking in 
their basement. It is so easy to get caught up 
in helping others; your friends, your house-
mates. “When you look at someone through 
rose-colored glasses, all the red flags just look 
like flags,” says Wanda the Owl from Bojack 
Horseman, and it becomes increasingly diffi-

cult to tear yourself away from someone you 
have come to love so much. A good balance 
is necessary so the floodwaters don’t come 
pouring in, submerging everything until you 
can’t discern your stresses from theirs. Help 
others, but make sure to take care of yourself 
concurrently. Remember: most parasites lead 
to bloodbaths. 

III. The Perfect Wok 
After you’ve drizzled in some sesame oil, 

sprinkled in the garlic and the chili flakes, 
and sautéed your mixture until it’s slight-
ly browned but not burned; after you’ve 
thrown in the protein (and broccoli if you 
have it) and added soy sauce and honey 
so the whole mixture is a delicious golden 
brown, right after you’ve added in the veg-
etables and cooked them for approximately 
thirty seconds, comes the trickiest part. It’s 
the part I always mess up even though I’m 
meticulously following directions. You add 
your noodles and then you add your prima-
ry sauce, whether that be General Tso’s or 
sesame-garlic. You dribble in a little bit at a 
time, careful not to drown the noodles. You 
mix it around with your spatula, then, eyeing 
the whole thing suspiciously, dribble in a little 
more. And then a little more. At this point 
your dish may be a little salty, but you think 
you can handle it. What’s a little more flavor 
anyway? You move the chicken around the 
pan and think you spot a piece of noodle that 
hasn’t been properly dunked in sauce. You 
add in a little more when someone suddenly 
bumps your elbow, and General Tso’s careens 
into the pan, drowning your wok. Your food 
is literally lost in the sauce. The noodles are 
now too overwhelmed in sauce to serve their 
function, and, with a sigh, you dump your 
concoction in the trash. Next time, you’ll be 
sure to get the balance right. 

-EK

Dog of the Week (Yuna)
Etta Schar ’23

Luke Park ’24
CoPy editor

Courtesy of DALL-E 2

The 9/30 Lawrence issue’s article on faculty children (page 7) was miscredited to 
Nichole Jin ‘24. The article was actually written by Clementine Sutter ‘25 and 
Ellie Turchetta ‘25.
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such debate actually allows a party to rethink its 
values, reevaluate their standing in the nation, 
and continually grow stronger together. And 
they stand to grow only stronger as Republicans 
struggle to hold onto these opportunities to 
grow and adapt. 

The solution to this Trump crisis starts at the 
top of the Republican Party. It is hard to keep 
an ex-president’s influence out of a party when 
a good chunk of said party believes that he never 
lost his seat in the first place. GOP leaders must 
concede publicly and firmly that Trump lost 
in 2020, and thus discredit those claims to his 
voter base. While influential members of the 
Republican old guard,, such as Dick Cheney 
and George Bush, have accepted the election 
results, other Republicans with louder voices 
and greater influence—the ones in office right 
now—have failed to do so. These concessions 
may seem impossible due to Trump’s current 
chokehold on the party, but they really are the 
only way to move on from the Republican loss-
es in 2020 and out of that chokehold. In short, 
they are the only way to save the party. 

This year’s midterms will be a true and grim 
test of the effects of Trump’s influence. While 
it’s clear that he holds the power to push his 
candidates past the primaries, it’s not so clear 
that they can easily win their seats. If Trump-
endorsed candidates fail to enter Congress, the 
Republican Party would be forced to rethink its 
Trump-centric political strategies. 

But no matter what, it is not for the GOP 
to get themselves together and reform before 
the next election cycle. A wakeup call in the 
midterms may be exactly what the party needs 
to put together a fresh batch of candidates for 
2024 and finally start looking towards the fu-
ture. 

This November’s midterm elections 
are some of the most heated that we 
have seen in years. With all seats in 

the House of Representatives, 35 seats in the 
Senate, and 36 governorships up for grabs, 
these 2022 elections will shape the final two 
years of Joe Biden’s term in office. Of course, 
the most pressing political issues are at 
stake: gun control, abortion rights, and voter 
suppression. 

Yet even as the midterms hold our very 
future in their hands, the Republican Party 
seems to be influenced largely by a force from 
the past: Donald Trump. While he no longer 
holds the presidency, his influence over the 
Republican Party is undeniable. This year in 
the primaries, Trump announced his support 
for 200 Republican candidates for governor, 
senator, or representative—an insane increase 
from his 90 endorsements during the 2018 
midterms. Of those 200 endorsed candidates, 
92 percent won their primaries. While his pre-
decessors have largely shied away from directly 
involving themselves in the political scene, 
Trump has done no such thing. But his near-
indestructible sway over the party is a severe 
problem for both the party’s and Americans’ 
hopes to move on from 2020.

Barring the handful of political veterans 
whose beliefs align with Trump’s, Trump’s 
candidates of choice fall into two main catego-
ries—neither of which are ideal for the party. 
The first category is people just like Trump in 
his 2016 campaign. 53 percent of his endorsed 
candidates are people who have never held 
political office before. One such candidate is 
Mehmet Oz (also known as “Dr. Oz”) who is 
running for Pennsylvania’s Senate seat. While 

he has a successful career in television, Oz’s only 
political job has been a seat on the President’s 
Council on Sports, Fitness, and Nutrition. 
Another example is Herschel Walker, the Re-
publican nominee in the Georgia Senate race. 
Walker was arguably the greatest college 
football player of all time in 
his career at the Univer-
sity of Georgia, as well 
as a long time friend 
of Trump, but—pre-
dictably—has held no 
prior political office. 

The problem 
with this particu-
lar batch of can-
didates is that 
they discredit 
not only the Re-
publican Party, 
but all of our na-
tion’s politicians. 
These candidates 
diminish the 
Republican Party 
into nothing 
but an inexpe-
rienced group 
of celebrities 
who are pals with 
Trump. Other than chipping away at the 
image of his party, Trump’s system of nepotism 
only reaffirms and propagates the message that 
high positions in politics are not gained by mer-
it, but by connections; it deters young, talented 
politicians from introducing some well-needed 
novelty and change to Washington. Of course, 
the other category of Trump’s candidates are 
those whom he simply intimidated into align-
ing with him. While not up for re-election 

this cycle, a notable example is longtime Sen-
ate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell, who 
abandoned his criticisms of Trump in 2016 to 
instead cozy up to the former president and 
maintain his own leadership s ta tus . 

Another is Lindsey Graham, who accepted the 
2020 election results, but after facing immense 
backlash, flip-flopped to announce his support 
of Trump’s potential 2024 campaign. 

But this half of his endorsements come 
across as less of an announcement of support 
and more of a not-so-thinly-veiled threat. 
These candidates know all too well the fate of 
Republicans who disagree publicly with Trump: 

One of my favorite shows is 
Downton Abbey, a British tele-
vision series that follows the 

trials and tribulations of an English aristo-
cratic family. What catches my eye in every 
episode is a panorama of the beautifully-
maintained Downton lawn present in 
every episode. Whether hosting a hound 
dog’s run across the grass or the Crawleys’ 
frolicking over tea and biscuits on a sunny 
day, the manor’s perfectly manicured and 
clipped green grass is a signature of the se-
ries. Like many of the other lavish displays 
of Downton Abbey, lawns have always 
been an established symbol of wealth. 

But where and when exactly did these 
ornamental landscapes become so associat-
ed with status in the first place? The answer 
lies in the continent that shaped American 
culture as we know it: Europe. According 
to author Virginia Scott Jenkins, lawns be-
gan to appear in Europe in the 18th cen-
tury. In France, André Lenôtre designed 
a small lawn called a tapis vert alongside 
the gardens of Versailles, the grand palace 
of King Louis XIV, cementing the lawn’s 
place in high society. In England, the word 
“lawn” simply just meant a piece of “ground 
covered with grass.” 

Meanwhile, European colonization of 
the Americas introduced foreign livestock 
that decimated indigenous grass species. 
As a remedy, colonizers introduced non-
native grasses—including poa pratensis, 
modern-day America’s most favored lawn 
grass—to continue sustaining their ani-
mals.

Still, Americans did not popularize pe-
rennial lawns until the late 1700s, when 

wealthy landowners started to emulate 
their British counterparts’ new landscape 
fashion. Soon enough, landscape experts 
like Frank J. Scott declared that a “smooth, 
closely shaven surface of grass is by far the 
most essential element of beauty on the 
grounds of a suburban home.” 

In the U.S., such patches of grass are ir-
retrievably linked to the picturesque ideal 
of the all-American family and home. Walt 
Whitman’s 1855 words, “I guess it must be 
the flag of my disposition, out of hope-
ful greenstuff woven,” are not too 
far off from the fictional Hank 

H i l l ’s 

declaration in 1990, “some people hoist a 
flag to show they love our country. Well, 
my lawn is my flag.”

However, these good lawns associated 
with good American homes actually dev-
astate and ravage the environment. Ac-
cording to the Environmental Protection 
Agency, 30 to 40 million acres of Ameri-
can land is pure lawn, an area greater than 
that of Georgia. The list goes on. Each year, 
lawnmowers contribute to 5 percent of 
America’s air pollution, 800 million gallons 

of gas are used on lawns, and, in the process, 
17 million gallons of gas are spilled—6 
million gallons more than the devastating 
1989 Exxon Valdez Oil Spill. Homeown-
ers inundate their lawns with 60 percent of 
our freshwater reserves and nearly 10 times 
the amount of pesticide and fertilizers that 
farmers use on their crops. And what about 
the amount of money and resources we 
pour into lawn maintenance? One 
Harris Survey notes that Ameri-

cans spend an annual $29 

billion—that’s approximately $1,200 per 
household—to maintain their lawns. 

Why are we Americans so obsessed 
with lawns? Well, behind the façade of a 
lawnscape’s aesthetic perfection lies a mes-
sage about wealth in America. Already, 
those who own a vibrant and green lawn 
belong to a small and exclusive club, one 
with the means, money, and time to culti-
vate their homes. Maintaining that green 
lawn indicates that you are a good neigh-
bor who cares deeply about belonging 
within a community. The more affluent 

the neighborhood, the greater and greener 
the lawns.

But this obsession is a symptom of a 
greater problem. From art to education to 
a person’s health, almost everything in the 
U.S. has been commercialized. Almost ev-
erything comes with a price tag, and your 
ability to afford that tag determines others’ 
acceptance of you. For many, maintaining 

wealth stems from the wish to preserve 
American conventionality; it’s a method 
of assimilation and defense. Despite 

the financial 
and environ-

mental benefits of getting rid of lawns or 
cutting down on ostentatious displays of 
wealth, perhaps the crux of this issue is ac-
tually rooted in our primal human desire to 
belong—to be “American” enough. 

Perhaps our conformity to these stan-
dards initiates our acceptance and belong-
ing, but at what cost? What is the use of 
maintaining a wealthy lifestyle and be-
longing to a superficial, money-obsessed 
community if doing so entails frightening 
acts of environmental destruction?  

There’s no way we can immediately dis-

mantle a capitalistic system that assigns a 
numerical value to everything. But where 
we can start is thinking about what to do 
with the purely decorative patches of land 
in our backyards; look at your own plain 
and green backyard and think about all 
the things you could do with it. Instead 
of spending so much time and energy 
cultivating a piece of grass that you’ll ul-
timately mow down over and over again, 
encourage your family and friends to start 
a garden and to plant species native to the 
small ecosystem around you; reintroduce a 
little bit of hope and variety to the dam-
aged and destroyed environment. 

In the process of rebuilding the ecosys-
tem in front of your home, think about 
what lawns truly mean to you. Are they 
really that pleasing to the eye? Are they the 
result of generational toil and hard work? 
Or perhaps, do you and I have a lawn just 
because everybody else does? 

After all, there are so many more up-
lifting and beneficial ways of connecting a 
neighborhood than through a status sym-
bol. The community gardens already thriv-
ing in dozens of neighborhoods are an 
example of people building camaraderie 
and mutual respect through sharing free 
and fresh produce. When we move away 
from lawns to consider more communal, 
sustainable joys, we reconstruct what the 
idea of fitting into American society looks 
like. We build an American society that 
focuses on sharing and giving, rather than 
greed and the desire to conform.

Let’s say goodbye to lawns and the out-
dated ideas of wealth and privilege. Only 
by doing so can we usher in a new era of 
environmentalism, consciousness, com-
munity, and build the America that we 
deserve. 

complete banishment from the party. We’ve 
seen this with the former House Republican 
Conference chair—the third-highest Republi-
can position in the House—Liz Cheney, who 
lost her primary nomination to another Trump 
endorsed-opponent. By this point, Republicans 

must feel the pressure of a political ulti-
matum: either defend Trump and secure 

the votes, or speak out against him 
and face his wrath. 

Unfortunately, Trump’s bully-
ing of candidates into supporting 
him only precipitates the ruin of 
the Republican Party. Aside from 
giving Trump far too much power 
over party selections, his intimida-
tion tactics create a party of one 
ideology—Trump’s ideology. The 

homogeneity within the Repub-
lican Party is far too dan-
gerous. As Trumpism 

d o m i n a t e s , 
t h e r e 

remains no room 
for the healthy debate 

and growth in party beliefs 
and practices  necessary to  

keep up with new generations and 
modern political landscapes diminishes. 

Conversely, the Democratic Party currently 
has its fair share of internal debate, especially 
between centrists such as the moderate Krysten 
Sinema and the progressive Alexandria Ocasio-
Cortez. While these conflicts may make a party 
seem weak and divided, a healthy amount of 

America: Episode MMXXII — The Donald Strikes Back 
Will O’Reilly ’25

“Never Gonna Give You Up” (But Please Do)

A Farewell to Blasphemous Blades 
ClaiRe Jiang ’24 

COpy editOR

Mimie Pinpakornul  ’25 /THE LAWRENCE

Emily Pan  ’24 /THE LAWRENCE
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Aki Li ’25

French Club Says “Bonjour” at 
Mealtime Tables

On September 27, the 
first French lunch table 
was held in the Hyatt 
Room of the Abbott 
Dining Room. Hosted 
by the French Club, the 
meeting was an hour-
long lunch to practice 
French in a low-stakes 
way. Claire Robbins ’24 
and Lindsay Lee ’23, 
the co-presidents of the 
club, stated that they 
wanted to give the stu-
dents the chance to “ca-
sually practice French 
outside the classroom” 
and “share a love of 
French among other 
francophones.” 

Attendee Grace Zhang 
’25 noted that she “re-
ally enjoyed [the lan-
guage tables].” While 
she had been apprehen-
sive about attending the 
meeting at first, fearing 
the conversations to be 
too “fast and fluent,” 
she had decided to go in 
an effort to practice her 
speaking. Zhang also 
said that the meeting 
being held in the mys-
terious and exclusive 
Abbott Dining Room 
helped convince her to 
attend. The lunch was 
held with all four of 
Lawrenceville’s French 
Teachers present: San-
geeta Dhawan, Brian 
Jacobs H’22, Patrick 
Loughlin, and Melissa 
Verhey. The teachers sat 
in a checkered position 
at the long tables, with 
students sitting in be-
tween them. Their con-

versations covered a wide 
range, Zhang explained, 
with topics ranging from 
“French books and mov-
ies” to “Tsai Di: Yay or 
Nay,” and they actively 
invited students to jump 
in with their own takes. 
“Honestly, it wasn’t as in-
timidating as I thought 
it would be,” Zhang re-
counted, describing ev-
eryone at the table as wel-
coming and kind. Overall, 
Zhang said that she was 
“really glad [she] went,” 
as she was able to im-
merse herself in an “active 
French environment” for 
almost a full hour. Zhang 
plans on attending the 
French Language table 
again, and she hopes to 
be more vocal at the next 
meeting.

Not only will the French 
Language table be a week-

Student Spotlight: 
Ely Hahami ’23 

Published in Journal

Over the summer, Ely 
Hahami ’23 published 
an economics research 
paper in the Interna-
tional Journal of High 
School Research (IJH-
SR). Hahami shared that 
being recognized on the 
international stage was 
very exciting for him. 

The paper initially 
started off as a project 
for Hahami’s Honors 
Calculus Based Prob-
ability and Statistics 
class’s Spring Term fi-
nal project. His math 
teacher, Doug Piper, 
gave the class the choice 
to analyze and visual-
ize a data set of their 
choice. Hahami chose a 
data set from the stock 
market. “I used the R 
programming language 
to [analyze] the statis-
tics, confidence intervals, 
and other tests to show 
which stock sector is the 
most profitable for in-
vestors,” Hahami said. 

As Hahami continued 
to work on the paper, 
his interest grew, and 
he dove deeper into the 
topic of his paper. Ulti-
mately, Hahami refined 
his paper during the 
summer after he had fin-
ished classes to submit 
the paper to the IJHSR. 
Since the IJHSR is a 
competitive platform for 
students to publish their 
work, Hahami put in 
great amounts of effort 
to make sure every little 
detail of the paper was 
accurate and precise. 

Before the paper was 
published, three profes-
sors peer reviewed it: a 
college professor who 
taught math and com-
puter science, and two 
others who had PhDs 
in math and statistics. 
“I thought the peer re-
view process was very 
useful,” Hahami noted, 
“There would be similar 
research opportunities 
in college, so I believe 
that getting feedback 
from experts in the field 
would be beneficial to 
strengthen my research 
skills, especially on 
[how] to more effective-
ly convey information in 
official research papers.” 

Based on his research, 
Hahami concluded that 
investing in the financial 
services sector would be 
the most profitable to 
investors. Hahami ex-
plained that his findings 
have important connec-
tions to the real world: 
As technology advances, 
“the concept of applying 
data science, technol-
ogy, and artificial intel-
ligence to analyze the 
most profitable sector 
in the financial markets 
has been appearing more 
frequently,” he said.

Looking forward, 
Hahami hopes to con-
tinue exploring the dif-
ferent fields of econom-
ics. Finally, Hahami 
wants to shout out Piper 
for giving him the op-
portunity to pursue this 
project and aiding him 
throughout the process 
of writing the paper.

HeLenA CHen ’24

ly event, Robbins and Lee, 
in collaboration with the 
French department, are 
also currently planning 
a French movie night, 
study group, and even a 
crêpe-making workshop. 
Jacobs, the advisor of the 
French Club, stated that 
he was looking forward 
to “teaching the students 
how to make the perfect 
crêpe.”

“I encourage both 
French-taking students 
and others who are inter-
ested to come,” Robbins 
said, highlighting the fact 
that the French lunch was 
truly open to everyone in-
terested in French. As the 
event is  a “casual space 
for all levels,” Robbins 
added that if speaking at 
the table feels intimidat-
ing, students could “just 
come to listen.”

French Club at lunch Cindy Shum ’24/THE LAWRENCE

Ely Hahami ’23 Helena Chen ’24/THE LAWRENCE French Club Presidents Lindsay Lee ’23 
and Claire Robbins ’24

Cindy Shum ’24/THE LAWRENCE
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As Fall Family Weekend quickly 
approaches, we quickly begin 
reaching October 20 and 21, the 
dates when the Kirby Arts Center 
(KAC) theater will open its doors 
for the first and only two nights 
of its fall musical production, 
The Drowsy Chaperone. The show 
will run for about an hour and 30 
minutes. It has two acts, with a 
quick 15-minute intermission in 
between. On Thursday, October 
20, student ushers will welcome 
the audience into the theater, and 
the seats will fill with people. On 
Friday, October 21, the musical will 
reach its closing night, and we will 
move into Fall Family Weekend! 
There are plenty of seats in the 
KAC, but be sure to come early for 
the great seats because no tickets 
are sold before the performance! 

Doors open at 7:00 PM, but the 
real magic begins when the clock 
strikes 7:30. The lights go down on 
the audience, and recorded music 
begins to play in the speakers. One 
man, portrayed by Eric Frankel ’23 
sits on his armchair alone in his 
apartment, listening to the overture 
of a musical from an old record 
player. The music is quiet at first 
as he addresses you, the audience, 
sitting in each and every KAC 
theatre seat. But it begins building, 
louder  and  louder until…

Welcome to Prohibition! The 

Sonia Lackey ’25
A Fall Musical Teaser

year is 1928. Singer and actress 
Janet Van De Graaf,  played by Naa 
Kwama Ankrah ’23, famous for her 
lead role in the Feldzieg Follies’  
productions,  has decided to leave 
behind her life as a celebrity to 
get hitched to Mr. Robert Martin 
(Eddie Newsom ’23), never to 
return to the stage again. Although 
the couple’s friends, the best 

man, George (Sasha Mykhantso 
’23), and the maid of honor, the 
Drowsy Chaperone (Anoushka 
Sharma ’23), are happy for them, 
there are quite a few people 
who want to stop the wedding, 
including the producer of Janet’s 
old theater company, Feldzieg 
(Roan McDonald ’23), and a 
couple of gangsters–sorry, bakers 

(Emily Piggee ’24 and Roderik 
Dugan ’25). Will Janet and Robert 
get married? Will  Janet leave him 
behind for her old life on stage?

For answers to those questions, 
come out to see The Drowsy 
Chaperone! This musical will be 
the realization of many students’ 
efforts over the past few months, 
beginning when they arrived in 

August for Periwig’s intensive 
preseason. Performers and crew 
members were all hard at work 
to create this experience, so come 
out to support your peers. During 
the intermission, there might even 
be some show-related treats! The 
show will be a great way to relax, 
enjoy the night, and have fun with 
your friends!

*Spoiler Alert for All the Light We 
Cannot See

Set in Europe during the brutal 
wars of World War II, the novel, 
All the Light We Cannot See, written 
by Anthony Doerr, creates a plot 
where two seemingly separate 
lives converge. Doerr uses strategic 
prose and unique lenses rich with 
perception to capture emotion 
and imagery in every sentence, 
developing  an immersive experience 
that teleports readers back in time. 
The story’s visually impaired female 
protagonist, Marie-Laure, learns to 
navigate the world around her by 
heightening her other four senses 
with help from models  of the 
French city Saint-Malo that her 
father constructed for her. The story’s 
male protagonist, German soldier 
Werner Pfennig, is also trying to 
navigate his new routine during the 
war. Recruited by the Nazi Party 
due to his talents in engineering, 
Werner leaves his beloved sister and 
an unrewarding life as an orphan 
behind when he becomes a student 
at a prestigious Nazi Academy. 

Personally, the reason why I 
enjoyed this novel so much is the 
power Doerr packs with his writing 
style,  specifically through his 

highlights of typically disregarded 
sensory details. For example, when 
German forces occupy Saint-Malo, 
Marie’s life changes tragically, 
doused in loss and heartache. While 
many may view her disability as 
a setback,   Marie-Laure forbids 
letting her disability and grim 
surroundings interfere with her 
fighting spirit and continues to 
partake in acts of resistance by 
delivering messages hidden in 
baked goods.

Marie-Laure and Werner come 

together when Werner searches for 
an illegal radio broadcast. To further 
enrich this fateful connection 
between the two main characters, the 
source of the broadcasts happened 
to belong to Marie-Laure’s late 
grandfather. This connection is 
just one of the many “full circle 
moments” that Doerr crafts within 
his story, enhancing the satisfaction 
of the plot. 

I won’t lie—I found the beginning 
of this book absolutely dry, and 
I often found myself skimming 

through certain sections. Why 
does it matter that Marie-Laure is 
reading Twenty Thousand Leagues 
Under the Sea? Who cares about the 
sound of lilies rustling in the wind? 
Despite the put-down-able-ness of 
the book’s beginning, I later realized 
during the book’s conclusion how 
much I missed reading Doerr’s 
remarkable sentences. The true 
beauty in this book lies within 
Doerr’s understanding of the human 
experience, as well as his (impressive) 
grasp of World War II history. 

His expressions inspire feelings of 
understanding and appreciation for 
the surrounding beauty. 

If you are looking for a book that 
will let you reflect on the past with 
enhanced clarity and beauty, this 
is certainly the book for you. No 
one knows what magic Doerr uses 
to spin his words into hauntingly 
captivating stories and insightful 
perspectives, but thousands have 
experienced the power and impact 
neatly tucked within his voice. 

Friday Reviews: All the Light We Cannot See

All the Light We Cannot See Poster

Zachary Kalafer ’24 / 
THE LAWRENCE

Simi Rath ’26

Courtesy of Carys Kong ’25

Courtesy of The Biliophile







SportsThe Lawrence - Page 8 October 7, 2022

Autri Basu
Editor-in-Chief

Yewon Chang
Co-Opinions Editor

Kelly Lu
Arts Editor

Noah Trupin
Co-Web Editor

Luke Park
Co-Copy Editor

Jasmine Zhang
Co-News Editor

Claire Jiang
Co-Copy Editor

If you could only eat 
at one Main Street 

restaurant

the one with sour 
cream feds!! your mom's house only been to starbs 

and gp 
TJ's has sponsored me 

to say this gp big red farm!

Worst nightmare pizza feeds only... bikini-clad mark 
antony on a tarantula swarm of butterflies deer on hind legs Dreaming a life and 

realizing it's not real
another year of high 

school

science, technology, 
engineering, and 

mathematics

Oddest thing in your 
backpack tintin en amérique mr. worldwide print limited edition demon 

slayer folder file rubber duck 4 TB Hard Drive with 
Dreamworks movies bottle opener grandma candy

Photography Fantasy!
The Magic Behind Lawrenceville’s Media Teams

Sneha Kumar ’24

   Athletics are a huge part of the 
Lawrenceville life. Whether you are a 
new II Former or a seasoned V Former, 
a majority of students participate in 
at least one interscholastic sport 
each year. Recently, sports media has 
taken hold of athletes, coaches, and 
schools alike; here at Lawrenceville, 
one example of sports media is Prism 
Visuals, a photography account 
currently run by Etta Schar ’23.  
   Schar has always had a love for 
filmmaking and photography, but her 
interests flourished when she took Gil 
Domb’s P’17 filmmaking class during 
her III Form year. Since then, she has 
added a variety of photos and videos to 
her portfolio, mainly through Prism 
Visuals, where she posts both action 
and fun photos of different teams. 
Schar explained that she got the name 
for the account from a prism camera 
lens, which “produces a different kind 
of image.” Schar’s vision is to create 
an account that, like prism lenses, 
produces high quality and unique 
images. As a result of working with 
the Girls’ Varsity Lacrosse team this 
past Spring Term,  Schar said that 
she wanted to “highlight a larger 
variety of sports.” Over the summer, 
she reached out to Associate Director 

of Athletics Nicole Stock for help 
setting up her Instagram, and since 
then, she has photographed various 
fall sports on campus. Schar looks 
at the home games for the week 
and tries to attend games where she 
hasn’t photographed the team playing 
previously. While photographing, 
Schar aims to capture team moments 
such as huddles or celebrations, as 
well as candid and action shots of the 
players. After going to games, Schar 
sorts through nearly 500 pictures 
in order to find around 20 to edit 
and post. Though Schar describes 
this process as sometimes “difficult,” 
she says it is worth it when she sees 
athletes “get excited when they see 
themselves in different pictures.” 
Schar posts these photographs to 
Prism Visuals’s Instagram account, 
usually using a photograph of the 
whole team as the cover picture. So 
far, the account has highlighted the 
Boys’ Varsity Football team, the Girls’ 
Varsity Soccer team, the Girls’ Field 
Hockey team, and the Boys’ Water 
Polo team. “Making sure that people 
get the photos they want,” Schar said, 
has always been a really important 
part of Prism Visuals. 
    Currently, Prism Visuals mainly 
focuses on athletics, but Schar is 
looking to move into other aspects 

Time to Talk About Tua:
The Problem with NFL Concussion Protocol

Pittman alley ’24

Tua Tagovai loa  began his 
season in the NFL balling out with 
a renewed vigor after battling 
numerous injuries during both 
his collegiate and professional 
careers. New additions to the 
Miami Dolphins roster, including 
a new coach, Mike McDaniel, and 
star wide receiver, Tyreek Hill, 
had faithful fans hopeful about 
the future of the Dolphins. That 
is, at least, until two Sundays ago, 
when Tua suffered a concussion, 
originally mistaken for a back 
injury, in a game against the 
Buffalo Bills. The following 
T h u r s d a y,  t h e  u n t h i n k a b l e 
happened; after he was sacked by 
Bengals Nose Tackle Josh Tupou, 

Tagovailoa suffered another 
concussion, and was immediately 
taken back to Miami, turning a 
promising career into a possible 
retirement for the young star. 
The problem is not just with 
the Dolphins, either. While the 
NFL has made great strides in 
protecting player safety, teams 
are still suffering from many 
concussions, illuminating the fact 
that the NFL still has work to do. 

As of last Saturday, October 
1 ,  Tua  has  been  p laced  in 
concussion protocol and will 
not play this week. The NFL has 
attempted to nullify the problem 
of head injuries by developing 
technology that scans your head 
and perfectly tailors a helmet to 
the player. The problem is that 

this sport is football. Frankly, you 
have to be a little crazy to play 
a professional sport that might  
paralyze you for the rest of your 
life. While this problem  stems 
from the NFL, it stems more from 

the sport itself. 
The NFL has tried to improve 

layer safety byinvesting $20 
mi l l ion  in  deve lop ing  new 
helmets in 2015. In the grand 
scheme of things, that money is 
almost nothing to a multi-billion 
dollar corporation. The number 
one priority of the league as of 
right now should be to protect 
players’. Though this effort may 
result in what NFL fans might 
call “soft rules,” by not letting 
players hit one another as hard, 
this is the only solution; the 
players’ association must initiate 
a lockout. The fact that the 
league has to face this problem 
over and over again makes me 
sick to my stomach. Solutions 
could include different ways to 

tackle or make soft-shell helmet 
covers mandatory for games. We 
can have a more interesting NFL 
that includes many concussions 
but would be more interesting to 
watch, primarily because of big 
hits, or one that prioritizes player 
safety. There is no in-between. 

It will be in the best interest 
of the NFL to seek this change, 
even if it requires a lockout. 
This pressing issue will never 
stop because of how dangerous 
football is. While we all love 
football, the people who make the 
sport happen have to come first. 
Tua’s injury puts this problem 
in the spotlight, and players and 
fans will care more about it going 
forward. 

0.5x Board Picks

of Lawrenceville life. She plans to 
start with taking V Form Pictures, 
which are special personal photos 
for this year’s V Formers that will 
appear in this year’s Olla Podrida. 
Looking ahead, Schar hopes to 
pursue filmmaking in college and 
expand beyond sports. Still, she 
loves photographing sports here at 
Lawrenceville, especially the Girls’ 
Varsity Soccer Team. If anyone is 
looking for a photographer to flick 

––––––––
“This is the 

only solution; 
the players’ 
association 

must initiate 
a lockout.”

––––––––

Courtesy of FiveStarGraphics

Prism Visuals Profile:
Etta Schar ’23

Five Star Graphics Profile:
Hale Brown ’23

        riley mcKibben ’25

Hale Brown ’23 was the first to 
break onto the sports media scene 
at Lawrenceville with his business, 
Five Star Graphics. Armed with 
just his camera, film equipment, and 
laptop, the V Former has taken his 
passion for photography and turned 
it into a successful pursuit, churning 
out commitment posts, hype videos, 
and high-quality photos.
     Brown started Five Star Graphics 
just over a year ago. “I made my 
buddy Andrew’s graphic when he 
committed to [University of ] Notre 
Dame last September,” he recalls. 
The post is the first on the Five Star 
Graphics Instagram page, complete 
with a dual image of the athlete on the 
backdrop of the Notre Dame campus 
and the University’s classic blue and 
gold color scheme. After this initial 
favor, the requests started rolling in: 
“Everyone asked him where he got it 
from, and I made it into a business.”
    Even though he’s only got a year 
under his belt, Brown’s been busy with 
the work he’s gotten himself into, with 
the Fall Term being a particularly 
packed time. “When we’re in peak 
commitment season, I make up to 
seven or eight [graphics] per day,” a 
substantial number for a high school 
student who is also one 

involved in several extracurriculars 
on campus. 
    When asked about the other big 
name in graphics on campus, Prism 
Visuals, Brown kept it diplomatic, 
saying, “I think what they’re doing is 
super cool, but I think the difference 
between them and me is I focus 
more so on the business aspect of the 
creative industry.”  
   For him, photography isn’t just a 
hobby anymore, it’s a way of helping 
out his community.  “I work with 
five or six club lacrosse teams that I 
consistently [make] graphics for, but 
I take any and all customers.” These 
customers get Five Star service from 
Brown without having to pay the 
prices of professional organizations. 
It’s a relationship that benefits both 
parties, demonstrated by the fact that 
Brown has managed to get in touch 
with some more big-time clients: 
“We do graphics from time to time 
for Princeton University’s Mens’ 
Lacrosse team,” he said. 
   All in all, Five Star Graphics is a 
passion project for Brown, and it’sthat 
he seeks to keep going into the future. 
“The beauty of it all is that all I need 
is a laptop and my camera.”

Courtesy of PrismVisuals


