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Day Student Open House

Wildlife On Campus: 
Eyes of  Wild Comes to 

Lawrenceville
On September 24, members 

of the Lawrenceville community 
gathered at the Eyes of the Wild 
event in the Gruss Center for Art 
and Design. !e Sustainability 
Council invited Eyes of the Wild, 
an exotic animal rescue organiza-
tion with over 60 di"erent species, 
to campus to help further Law-
rentians’ environmental education. 
!e group hopes to connect envi-
ronmental issues to actual living 
creatures to help personalize envi-
ronmental conservation for future 
generations. 

Heads of the Sustainabil-
ity Events Planning Committee 
V Formers Alex Noviello and An-
drew Noviello said that they hoped 
this event would “connect wildlife 
conservation with the Sustainabil-
ity Council’s ongoing actions in 
waste management and outreach,” 
as well as act as an opportunity to 
also learn about endangered species 
at risk.

On Saturday, Travis Gale, the 
speaker for the event, introduced 
three animals to the community: 
Sylvie the Arctic Fox, Jabba the 
Cane Toad, and Ally-Bino the 
Wallaby. 

Sylvie was adopted by the Eyes 
of the Wild when Arctic fox breed-
ers couldn’t #nd enough zoos to 
adopt their litter. In Sylvie’s native 
habitat,  the Arctic, temperatures 
are increasing four times faster 
than anywhere on the planet. As 
the Arctic shrinks, polar bears, with 
whom arctic foxes have a symbi-
otic relationship, are disappearing 
as well, diminishing the Arctic fox 
population alongside them. 

Unlike Sylvie, Jabba is not in 
danger of extinction. However, he 
is contributing to the extinction of 
other species. Cane toads, original-
ly native to South America, were 
brought to Australia by farmers in 
hopes of eradicating the Cane bee-
tle. However, the toads did not eat 
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the beetles, instead feasting on other 
native species. Over time, as the initial 
population of 100 toads increased to 
several million, Cane frogs became a 
serious threat to the native population 
as an invasive species.

Last but not least was Ally-Bino 
the Wallaby. Ally-Bino is, in fact, an 
albino wallaby, with snow white fur 
and red eyes, while most wallabies 
have brown-gray fur and dark eyes. 
Gale said that “no matter [their] pig-
ment,” wallabies “jump and eat the 
same,” which teaches “a pretty simple 
but important lesson”—appearance 
doesn’t a"ect actions.

Finally, Gale stated that his opinion 
on zoos was they’d be worth having “if 
the education [provided at zoos] was 
worth the stress of the animals.” He 
said that if people only go to zoos to 
gawk, stare, and buy souvenirs, there 
isn’t much education going on, which 
is not worth the stress that animals 
face while under captivity.

Re$ecting on the event, Praachi 
Chakraborty ’23 stated that she en-
joyed the event, as even though it 
was “advertised as seeing animals for 
entertainment,” she was “educated on 
di"erent aspects of the animal” such 
as the environmental impacts they 
su"ered from or imposed.

Fi# Xu ’24 wrapped up the night 
by stating that the event helped her 
to “learn more about the animals as 
a whole,” and understand how envi-
ronmental changes could have severe 
impacts on a species.

On September 24, the Ad-
missions O%ce hosted its #rst 
Day Student Open House. 
!e event, consisting of both 
student-led tours and a student 
panel, o"ered potential students 
in the area the opportunity to 
visit the Lawrenceville campus.

All prospective day student 
applicants registered in the 
School’s system were invited 
to the event. On the morning 
before the open house, a num-
ber of interviews were held 
for potential applicants. Af-
terwards, Dean of Enrollment 
Management Greg Buckles 
spoke to visitors about the ad-
missions process and the expe-
rience of being a day student at 
Lawrenceville. 

“He talked about how, at 
Lawrenceville, day students 
are really incorporated into the 
House system and the com-
munity,” Associate Director of 
Admissions Christine Ding ex-
plained. 

After the speech, the pro-
spective day students met with 
the day student panel, consist-
ing of  V Formers Ford Collins, 
Jackie Courtney, and Emma 
Kim; Kingsley Hughes ’24; and 
Christopher Bai ’25. !ese stu-
dents were selected by Ding for 
being “very involved through-
out the community” whether 
through being a member of 
House Council or an active 
Tour Guide.

!e parents of the visiting 
students also attended a parent 
panel with four current day stu-
dent parents. !e panels were 
similar in format, with the visi-
tors asking questions and the 
panelists answering. 

“It was cool to connect with 
some of the people since [we 
were all day students], so I was 
able to make them feel like they 
already had that connection 
when they got here,” Kim said. 
During the open house, she 
toured four potential applicants 
along with their families, a larg-
er group than she was accus-
tomed to. “!e group was de#-
nitely larger than usual, which 

was hard because I had to talk 
in a way that everyone could 
hear me,” Kim elaborated. An-
other challenge the tour guides 
faced was overcrowding the 
buildings, as all tours started 
at the same time. However, the 
Tour Guide Council was able 
to solve this issue by assigning 
each tour to be either odd or 
even, with odd groups taking 
one route and even groups tak-
ing another. “Overall, I think it 
was de#nitely a success. I think 
the kids who came out had a lot 
of fun, and it was pretty fun for 
me too,” Kim noted. 

“We decided to do [a day 
student open house] this year 
in order to cultivate excitement 
and show support towards our 
day student applicants,” Ding 
said. !e O%ce of Admissions 
had been considering this idea 
for a long time before settling 
on the decision, as they wanted 
to show the day students “some 
extra love” during the applica-
tion process. Before the pan-
demic, admissions faculty from 
the School would host local re-
ceptions for students and fami-
lies to attend. “!is year, we de-
cided to actually bring [the day 
students] to campus for a spe-
cial event to show how much 
we appreciate them and how 
excited we are to receive their 
applications,” Ding elaborated. 

Afterwards, the students were 
sorted into groups to be toured 
around campus during E Peri-
od, when most tour guides have 
their free periods. Ding actu-
ally viewed this as a challenge 
in organizing the event: “We 
typically strive to do individual, 
one-on-one tours where we can 
pair students that are a perfect 
match.” !e admissions team 
“built the entire program sched-
ule around having the tour dur-
ing E Period” in order for there 
to be a su%cient number of tour 
guides. For this reason, the ad-
missions team hopes to host the 
event on a no-class Saturday in 
the future.

Despite these obstacles, Ding 
described the open house as 
having gone “really well” due 
to the large number of fami-
lies present. “I think the de-
mand and the excitement for an 
event like this was apparent, as 
we opened up registration and 
it was full within a few hours,” 
she said. Ding also empha-
sized the important roles other 
groups around campus played 
in organizing such a successful 
event, including Public Safety 
and the Kirby Arts Center sta". 
“!ese community partners are 
really what made the event pos-
sible, and we’re very grateful for 
[their] partnership,” she said. 

Courtesy of The Lawrenceville School

Spectacular Stephanie 
on StuCo

In this pro#le, Stephanie Xu 
’23 gives insight into her pas-
sion for art and a sneak peak of 
her plans as this year’s Student 
Council’s Art Representative.
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Coach’s Corner:
Blake Eldridge ’96   

Player, teacher, coach, Dean: 
Mr. Eldridge has done it all. 
Take a trip down memory lane 
with Dylan Singla ’24 as he sits 
down with the Head Coach of 
boys’ varsity soccer.       
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A First Look at the 
Frosh

One day, these faces will become 
Lawrenceville’s leaders, captains, 
prefects, and presidents. But for 
now, they’re still fumbling their 
way through Tsai and locking 
themselves out of their rooms. 
Meet the freshmen!    
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Sylvie the Arctic Fox Courtesy of The Lawrenceville School

Jabba the Cane Toad
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Tsai Commons, Lawrenceville’s 
long-anticipated new dining 
hall, made its grand debut last 

week. Within its sleek brick facade 
and iconic arched roof lies a brand 
new, modern facility with expansive 
double-height ceilings, an open con-
cept design, and, most importantly, 
taller glasses. Tsai, Lawrenceville’s 
newest addition to campus, has ful-
ly replaced the Irwin Dining Cen-
ter, a cozy (albeit aging) dining hall 
where generations of Lawrentians 
have shared meals with friends and 
teachers. Our transition from Irwin 
to Tsai has been a reluctant one; many 
Lawrentians miss the comforting fa-
miliarity of Irwin. Yet what we fail to 
realize is that Tsai and Irwin are sim-
ply buildings—what gives them their 
value is not their construction, but the 
memories, conversations, and laughter 
that we share within them.

!e cozy, cabin-like feel of Irwin, 
a result of a combination of red brick 
and oak in its construction, was pres-
ent throughout the building, from 
its dark foyer to the hexagonal pods 
that dotted the upper "oor. Its tables, 
cramped and close together, were old 
and worn, and its chairs rang with a 
familiar squeak. We instinctively knew 
where the salad bar was, how to oper-
ate the wok burners, and which bins 

were which in the clearing station. 
When we sat in Irwin, we could 
feel the presence of generations of 
Lawrentians before us; all we had to 
do was look up to see the forks that 

dotted the ceilings. We all had our 
#rst Lawrenceville meal in Irwin—
we made our #rst omelet and met 
our #rst friends within its walls. !is 
comforting familiarity that Irwin ra-
diates goes far beyond its cozy interi-
ors. Rather, it lies within the memo-
ries, meals, and meetings inside; the 
laughter, the joy, the tears.

Now, the familiar coziness of Ir-
win is gone, replaced by the sterile 

modernity of Tsai. Tsai’s towering 
ceilings, reminiscent of an Amazon 
warehouse, create the illusion of a 
massive, almost uninviting space. 
!e large windows let in cool light, 

illuminating the dining hall with a 
monotonous glow. !e woodsy pan-
eling, warm lighting, and cramped 
yet comfortable spaces have been 
left behind in Irwin. Tsai, basked in a 
constant sterile light, seemingly lacks 
the familiarity that Irwin possessed. 
In such a space, it’s di$cult to imag-
ine forging those same connections 
that we did in Irwin.

Yet despite its unfamiliarity, Tsai’s 
open concept space fosters and en-
courages community. Irwin’s hex-
agonal pods separated Houses from 
each other, physically separating our 

community and 
hindering new 
interactions and 
relationships. Sit-
ting in Griswold 
pod, you would 
rarely, if ever, 
catch a glimpse of 
someone sitting 
in Kirby pod. On 
the other hand, 
Tsai adopts an 
open layout with 
large rectangular 
tables, spread even-
ly throughout the 
space. !e design 
encourages whole 
school intercon-
nectedness—when 

we are able to see everybody at once, 
we lend potential to new relation-
ships, exciting interactions, and a 
stronger Lawrenceville community. 

Although II Formers still have a 
separate dining area, unlike the Low-
er Dining Hall in Irwin, the mezza-
nine level of Tsai is open, overlooking 
the III and IV Formers below. In 
contrast to the stark separation in Ir-
win, the mezzanine area is #lled with 

the wandering chatter of upperclass-
men. On the way to lunch, II Formers 
can exchange waves with their older 
peers, once again promoting whole-
school togetherness. Irwin separated 
II Formers, hindering the develop-
ment of interform relationships that 
Tsai champions. In fact, every aspect 
of Tsai’s construction and design 
encourages community values—the 
building is like an empty memory 
card waiting to be #lled. Both above 
and below, Tsai o%ers more space for 
Lawrenceville’s growing community 
to enjoy meals together. 

Fond memories from Irwin will re-
main in many Lawrentians’ minds—
advisories, meals with friends, buying 
ramen at the Jigger Shop. What we 
must recognize is that these pleas-
ant memories are unattached to the 
building itself; instead, they lie within 
the Lawrentians who made them. 
Despite being replaced by Tsai, the 
well-loved Irwin will always be home 
to countless memories. Tsai, given 
time, will also house valuable memo-
ries of laughter, joy, tears, excitement, 
and more. At the end of the day, Tsai 
and Irwin are simply buildings—
shells of concrete and steel. Housed 
within them, however, are the people 
who make Lawrenceville whole. 

T            he sun beat down vigorously, the day so 
hot you could almost see waves of heat 
radiating from the ground. We had al-

ready been en route to our campsite for two 
hours with barely any progress, and now, we 
rested our exhausted and sore bodies on a nar-
row trail, scattered with horse litter and barely 
able to fit the width of a single person.

This marked day two of my three-week 
long Outward Bound (O.B.) expedition, 
and already, our group was fatigued and frus-
trated. One person had been driven to the 
hospital because rashes and blemishes started 
to appear on his body, and the rest of us had 
struggled to walk with 50-pound packs con-
taining our clothes and necessities, alongside 
sleeping bags, pots, pans, and food to last for a 
week. The crew, consisting of 11 students and 
three instructors, left our first campsite in the 
afternoon. Yet traveling to our next campsite, 
though only two miles away, took nearly four 
hours.

In the spring of last year, I applied for Law-
renceville’s North Carolina Outward Bound 
Summer Scholarship. Due to my previous 
involvement with the School’s Experiential 
Education Program, I already had previous 
experience with climbing and belaying. Go-
ing into O.B., I had already mentally prepared 
myself to step out of my comfort zone and to 
face challenges that would come my way. So, 
I was determined not to give up on myself 
or others—but a part of me still wondered 
whether getting through the expedition was 
even possible.

My worries were justified. In the next few 
days, I had to rapidly adjust to life in the back-
country: facing fatigue, living without running 
water and modern-day plumbing, setting up 
tarps every night, sleeping on the ground, 
and the worst part: dealing with the bugs and 
critters. Although I had predicted these chal-
lenges and difficulties beforehand, my resolve 
and past knowledge still couldn’t prepare me 
for the physical, mental, and emotional de-

mand of the expedition. In the span of those 
three weeks, our group canoed 10 miles in a 
day, disputed over inequitable distribution of 
work, and witnessed a car crash; I did every-
thing from hysterically laughing with friends 
to sobbing alone.

Looking back, if I had known that O.B. 
would have been such a wild see-saw, my 
decision to sign up might have changed. Of-
tentimes, predicting what an experience looks 
like beforehand might make one less likely to 
do it. If I had constantly reiterated my inability 
to complete the expedition, I probably would 
have quit immediately. Instead, I had to take 
in the experience day by day, literally one step 
at a time, relying on others and trusting that 
my crewmates could support me.

When I talked to my friends and family 
about O.B., most of them responded with 
remarks about their own lack of aptitude for 
the challenge. Yes, maybe it isn’t meant for ev-
eryone, but one’s self-disparagement of their 
own inabilities is applicable to anything.

For example, my initial return to school af-
ter a summer of so much joy and excitement 
felt like a jolt back into reality. It was junior 
year: more responsibility in the House, harder 
classes that would probably be impossible to 
balance, and the looming prospect of college 
tipping closer and closer. Already, I started 
to tell myself that there was no way I could 
manage everything at once, that school would 
be miserable because of late nights, tests ev-
ery other day, and being stuck in a perpetual 
state of work. But this mentality, in addition to 
preparing me for inevitable failures, also min-
imizes progress; if I were doomed to fail, why 
try in the first place?

Lawrenceville students, although brilliant, 
hard-working, and talented in so many ways, 
often trap themselves in this binary state of 
mind. Oh, the number of times people have 
told me, “I’m not a humanities or a STEM 
person” or “I know I’m terrible at writing or 
math” as justification for failing or not trying 

out something new. Already, we’ve decided to 
fail before even starting. A lot of this mentality 
is rooted in the fear of failure, which is under-
standable at a school like Lawrenceville. Here, 
everything seems so high-stakes; our grades, 
extracurriculars, and classes determine what 
college we’ll go to and what our future looks 
like. Or so we think. 

The reality (and what I grapple with all 
the time) is that whatever we associate with 
success—fame, money, recognition—aren’t 
direct paths to happiness. Cliché, but true. Al-
though having priorities and working hard to 
achieve our goals are admirable qualities, our 
collective self-doubt obstructs the joy that try-
ing something new brings. If we didn’t limit 
ourselves to the classes that we’re comfortable 
in or the activities we’ve been doing for years, 
perhaps we could discover novel and thrilling 
facets of our own interests.

I’d be a huge hypocrite if I said I am never 
stuck in the outskirts of the extremes. I’m an 
“all or nothing” person; to do something is to 
do something well. When I don’t reach the 
benchmark I held myself to, my inner critic 
floods my brain with self-disparagement 
and anger. Yet in the process of expecting 
perfection from ourselves and obsessing over 
ridiculously high standards, we often miss 
out on what’s most important to us: creating 
friendships, discovering passions, doing what 
we love, or just taking care of ourselves.

Still, if Lawrentians can live away from the 
comforts of home and family for over 180 
days, play three interscholastic sports, have the 
courage to be one’s most vulnerable self on the 
stage, or simply just be present, then truly, how 
limitless are the possibilities of taking care of 
ourselves and connecting with each other? 
Perhaps the cause of our incapabilities is not 
rooted in our lacking something important, 
but rather that we always tell ourselves, “I 
can’t,” instead of “I can.”

-CJ

Dog of the Week (Ruby)
Claire Jiang ’24

Give Change a Chance
Why We Shouldn’t Discount Tsai Just Because We Can’t Find the Napkins

SATHVIK SAMANT ’26

Stephanie Xu  ’23  /THE LAWRENCE
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DeSantis, We’ve Got Some Thoughts For You
Crossing !e (Border) Line: 
DeSantis’s Abuse of Power

On September 14, some 
50 migrants exited two 
charter jets and stepped 

onto Martha’s Vineyard—a Mas-
sachusetts island renowned for 
its wealthy and politically well-
connected residents, including the 
Obama family and Bill Murray. !e 
man behind these "ights was Ron 
DeSantis, the Republican governor 
of Florida and a strong proponent 
of the story that his "ights sought 
to jar sheltered Northern states to 
the reality of the American bor-
der crisis. Yet DeSantis’ story does 
not include the reality of what he 
has done: abandon 50 people—to 
whom he promised shelter, jobs, 
and safe transportation to a north-
ern city—unannounced on an is-
land in the Atlantic. 50 people, 
who were promised shelter, jobs, 
and transportation to a North-
ern city, were abandoned, unan-
nounced, on an island. He left 50 
people to wander around, sleep in 
churches and roadsides, and only 
receive proper aid 44 hours after 
their arrival. In short, DeSantis’ 
actions in themselves were  utterly 
immoral and cannot be justi#ed. 
But our warranted outrage over 
his actions should not blind us to 
the truth that the United States is 
indeed struggling to take in and 
provide for an increasing number 
of migrants.

!e truth is, America’s border 
situation has deteriorated even 
further in recent years. An 
unprecedented number of migrants 
are attempting to cross the Mexican 
border; the Customs and Border 
Protection Agency (CBP) has 
reported over 2 million encounters 
with migrants crossing the border 
into the US during the 2022 #scal 
year, which is an astounding increase 
from the mere 404,000 encounters 
in #scal 2018.  Now, courts—the 
vast majority of them located in 
the South—are arriving at the point 
where they cannot process the sheer 
number of immigrants applying for 
asylum. According to the Migration 
Policy Institute, over 1,000,000 
asylum cases were pending at the end 
of just 2021—a number that does not 
include the future in"ux of migrants 
in 2022. One of the 50 migrants 
who landed on Martha’s Vineyard 
contacted the CBP in Brownsville, 
Texas, which subsequently handed 
him a court date in Philadelphia. 
His hearing was 41 days away, and 
he had no resources whatsoever to 
get to Pennsylvania. 

But the existence of administrative 
disasters with migrants is no 
secret. Yes, only 34 percent of 
Americans currently approve of the 
Biden Administration’s policies of 
immigration, but this border crisis 
is not just a domestic crisis—it is a 
calamity for the millions of migrants 
entering the United States. !e 
immigrants of this decade—whether 
undocumented or not— enter the 
country impoverished, and the 
majority of them unfortunatley 
remain so. One example: Stilt.
com notes that only 3.4 million 

undocumented immigrants (one 
third of the total number of 
undocumented immigrants) owned 
a home in 2014. A second: 25 
percent of immigrants reside in 
California and 16 percent reside in 
Texas, but the large concentration 
of immigrants in those states means 
that there are too few shelters and 
a$ordable rental properties  for that 
in"ux of migrants in the South and 
West. 

Again, the issues above are not 
new. Yet the Biden Administration 
has still failed to solve them. On 
July 27, 2021—more than a year 
ago—!e White House released a 
blueprint on Biden’s immigration 
policies. !eir plan included 100 new 
judges to alleviate court backlogs; 
such solutions did not signi#cantly 
aid courts’ ability to process cases. As 
the rest of the document primarily 
f o c u s e s on effective 
security and a s y l u m 
case rulings, they 
prioritize the 
practicalities 
o f  b o r d e r 
a n d  l e g a l 
recognition over 
the quality of migrants’ 
lives when they settle into 
the country. !at leaves the 
task of addressing migrants’ 
livelihoods to states. So let’s 
revisit DeSantis’s flight 
#asco. !ese "ights were 
not the product of a 
governor’s mere whim, 
but an extensively 
c o o rd i n a t e d  a n d 
planned act. The 
day after the planes 
l a n d e d , Te x a s 
Governor, Greg 
Abbot t , s en t 
more than 100 
i m m i g r a n t s 
t o  V i c e 
P r e s i d e n t 
H a r r i s ’ 
residence in 

Washington 
D.C. Clearly, Florida 
and Texas sought to provoke—
and were extremely successful. 
Although Texas has already bussed 
10,000 immigrants temporarily 
residing within the state  to various 
Northeastern sanctuary cities in 
the past few months, their rising 
desperation—now a commonality 
in Southern states—has not 
been recognized by the federal 
government.

Of course, one cannot maroon 
people on an island and call it 
moral. But DeSantis’s goal was 
to send a message. After verbally 
opposing Biden’s immigration 
policies for months, the only way 
Southern states could truly garner 
recognition was through jarring, 
inter-state action. He utilized the 
stereotypes of  Martha’s Vineyard 
as a rich island removed from reality 
to antagonize the Northern states 
isolated from and ignorant of the 
chaos near the Southern border. 
On a more literal note, states such 
as Florida are ultimately attempting 
to di$use immigrants throughout 

the country to elicit border reforms 
from the federal government. As a 
result, Northern sanctuary states 
now risk inheriting Florida’s and 
Texas’ immigrant crisis, and are 
likely to lobby the presidency for 
reform. !us DeSantis’ "ights were 
not humane in any respect, but they 
were e$ective in sparking necessary 
dialogue.

Di$using immigrants throughout 
the country without comprehensive 
border reform, however, would only 
lead to even more border crises. 
Our mismanagement of the border 
situation can be best thought of as a 
leaky roof. To #x that roof, we need to 
either halt the rain or #x the roof.  So, 
America can either end the reason 
people seek asylum in the United 
States by meddling in foreign a$airs 
as they see #t—a very 

controversial, and perhaps not so 
wise— or we can reform our border 
to better manage the number of 
immigrants entering our country. 

We   should not prevent immigrants 
from entering the country, but we 
must—for the sake of not only our 
current residents, but future migrants 
as well—admit them at a stable 
rate that we can handle. Biden’s 
border policies have attempted to 
promise better opportunities for 
migrants to gain asylum and enter 
the country. Although this promise 
is technically “moral,” the federal 
and state governments are simply 
not equipped to accept higher and 
higher numbers of migrants—let 
alone provide for them at the level 
that they deserve. We cannot let our 
moral pride replace true morality, a 
rational judgment of capacity and 
resources. Migrants deserve it.

On September 14, Repub-
lican Florida governor 
Ron DeSantis "ew 48 

Venezeuelan asylum-seekers from 
Texas to Martha’s Vineyard, in a 
“political stunt” that has garnered 
national attention and exacerbated 
existing tensions about American 
immigration and political morality. 
!e migrants, who were promised 
“work opportunities, schooling for 
the children and immigration as-
sistance,” according to the lawsuit 
#led against DeSantis, instead 
found themselves stranded in Mar-
tha’s Vineyard. DeSantis preyed on 
their situation, using them to ad-
vance his own political goals. !ey 
had only their most innate human 
desire to blame for their mistreat-
ment: the yearning for a better life. 
!e governor cruelly took advan-

tage of these people 
and acted in a 

way that sac-
ri#ced moral 

principles for 
publicity. A political call 

to action should be convinc-
ing without needing to put 
in danger innocent people 
who only ask for safety and 
asylum.   

 A m e r i c a n 
sympathy to this desire 
has become increasingly 
divided along party 
lines. Republicans are 
more likely to favor 
increased deportation 
of undocumented 
i m m i g r a n t s , 
while Democrats 
generally support 
i n c r e a s e d 
oppo r tun i t y 
f o r  t h o s e 
immigrants 

to pursue 
l e g a l 

s ta tus . 
S i n c e 

t h e 
B i d e n 

administration’s 
reversal of former President 
Trump’s immigration policies, the 
Southern border has seen a sharp 
in"ux of immigration. Humane 
solutions respecting everyone 
involved are in dire need, but 
little headway has been made in 
implementing them. DeSantis’s 

petty scheme was not constructive 
in the search for solutions, but 
in"ammatory in highlighting the 
lack of them, thrusting issues onto 
others instead of helping relieve 
them.

!e governor’s stunt was intended 
to give Northern, bluer states a 
much-needed reality check, showing 
them how the policies they support 
a$ect Southern states with higher 
immigration rates. In his own 
words, “We are not a sanctuary 
state…every community in America 
should be sharing in the burdens.” 
His sentiment is clear: DeSantis 
harbors frustration toward states he 
thinks should pitch in to solve his 
“problems.” By giving them a taste 
of their own medicine, as it were, he 
hopes that more Americans might 
feel sympathy for Texas and other 
states which #nd themselves with too 
many immigrants and not enough 
resources. Did DeSantis imagine 
that from his actions a solidarity 
between states would arise, where 
we compassionately unite to provide 

food and shelter to those in need? 
Or did he do it simply to get a rise 
out of as many people as he could? 

The true answer, somewhere 
between these two extremes, is less 
important than the direct e$ects of 
DeSantis’ choices on the migrants 
he mistreated- any unity resulting 
from those choices is secondary 
to the despicable way they were 
cultivated. Would it be accurate to 
categorize the "ights as activism, 
which is de#ned as “vigorous action 
to bring about social change”? At 
what point do we draw the line 
between vigorous and vengeful? 
Who is supposed to bene#t from that 
“social change”? Without an ethical 
framework to guide one’s actions, 
activist movements can degenerate 
into dangerous, harmful ones, where 
a responsibility for the betterment 
of society is replaced by vindication 
for anyone who disagrees with you, 
and even violence if you encounter 
one. Discarding their moral compass, 
political movements might in"ict 
only the most surface-level changes, 
made possible by the short-lived 
rage of those reading a deliberately 
exaggerated news headline. !ere 
would be no barrier on how much 
harm is condonable in the name of 
the movement’s goals, and petty 
political in#ghting would become 
the norm, if it hasn’t already.  

DeSantis’s actions left the gray 
area of moral ambiguity and entered 
the realm of unconscionable human 
mistreatment when he used the 
power and resources entrusted to 
him to turn human beings into little 
more than political props. Whether 
or not his opinion on immigration 
is valid is not the point– his actions 
themselves were repulsive. The 
victims were deprived of their 
autonomy, misled into giving the 
weakest form of consent: a “yes” 
without knowing all the facts. !ey 
were left in a foreign state with 
only strangers to turn to for help, 
exactly as DeSantis intended when 
he spoke of passing on “burdens.” 
Clearly, the stunt was intended to 
provoke outrage and draw attention 
to immigration in America, which 
it certainly did, but it also showed 
these migrants that they were at the 
mercy of those in power. 

What does it mean for our 
democracy that those elected to 
office feel comfortable tricking 
asylum seekers into boarding 
cross-country "ights, and knowing 
that such actions may bolster 
their chances at the polls instead 
of hurting them? It’s crucial to 
remember that leaders who make 
dramatic gestures to advocate for 
their views should still retain their 
humanity. It’s worrying to think of a 
world where they don’t, and more so 
to consider that we might live in one.

As a Lawrentian, I’d hope 
that you appreciate the power of 
bene#cial social change, and seeking 
“the best for all.” Activism isn’t 
just done by morally questionable 
governors but citizens and students 
as well. Students around the world 
are enacting change and assuming 
responsibility for those who need 
their help. However, simply holding 
power isn’t enough to be a good 
leader– one needs to be conscientious 
and compassionate as well. By 
thinking more critically about what 
kinds of activism are justi#ed and 
where we draw the line, we can hold 
our leaders accountable when they 
do cross it.

Let’s Get to the Root: 
Looking Beyond DeSantis’s Immorality

GARRETT HEFFERN ’24 ARYA VISHWAKARMA ’25

Emily Pan  ’24  /THE LAWRENCE
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JAEL GAINES ’26
CLARE REIF ’26

Freshmen Take on the Tsai Ice 
Rink!

!is past Saturday, II Formers 
enjoyed an evening of skating at the 
Second Form Skate in the new Tsai 
Field House Rink. !e brand new 
skating rink is wonderful, to say the 
least. To highlight a few things, the 
new locker rooms are “very nice,” 
said Natalie Tang ’26, and the rink 
is incredibly bright and airy, evok-
ing lots of emotion of joy and “in-
vigorating to the players,” according 
to Emma Walling ’26. !e rink is 
also located at a much more acces-
sible location than Loucks Ice Arena 
was, and it has more seats for an in-
creased number of spectators. 

At the skate, students of all levels 
of experience took to the (brand-
new!) ice, and they all had fun while 
doing so. In particular, Niki Das 
’26, who was a "rst-time skater, 
commented, “I’m really scared, I 
don’t know how to do this!” How-
ever, after the skate, she was feel-
ing as if she had greatly improved, 
saying, “I felt like I learned how to 
skate easily, and it was so much fun, 
it wasn’t as scary as I thought before! 
We should do more events like that 
in future.” Kallista Rivera ’26 simi-
larly said, “I have skated before, and 
I really enjoy it.” 

On the other end of the spectrum, 
Lily Lanzetta ’26, who has been 
skating for eight years, was #ying 
across the ice. When asked about 
how she enjoyed the event, she re-
marked, “I love the freshman skate, 
and I love the new rink.” Madison 
Sylvan ’26 similarly said that she is 
“looking forward to this event, [as] 
skating is [her] second favorite thing 
to do.” Dawes House Prefect Caro-
line Park ’23 also took to the ice dur-

ing the Skate. “!e new rink is really 
inviting and vibrant for both specta-
tors and players. I’m excited for the 
#ags and banners to be put up,” she 
said. Park has also had a long jour-
ney in skating, and describes the ice 
as her home. She and Marina Keller 
’24 started the Lawrenceville Figure 
Skating Club to “bring skating to 
the broader School.” In the future, 
Park says that the club may even 
have some online competitions. Jack 
Rustum ’26, an ice hockey player, 
was also happy to be back on the ice. 
Re#ecting on his experience on the 

Battle of the DJs
On Saturday, September 24, Student 

Council Vice President of Social Life Akeil 
Smith ’23 hosted the “Battle of the DJs” 
competition. Usually accustomed to the 
dances hosted in the Kirby Arts Center 
and outside the Bunn Library, especially 
with the Homecoming and other House-
hosted dances, students were in for a twist 
with this dance: students could sign up, 
play their music, and move through rounds. 
After starting with nine DJs, the pool was 
initially narrowed down to three "nalists. 
During school meeting last !ursday, Pit-
tman Alley ’24, Abby Hehl ’23, and Riley 
McKibben ’25 were revealed to be the DJs 
who would play their music at the Saturday 
dance. 

Hosted on the walkway just outside 
the Fathers building, the dance included 
a smoke machine, changing neon lights, 
and Dunkin’ Donuts on the side. !e chilly 
weather provided the perfect environment 
for some casual dancing and music. !e DJs 
were at the front, taking turns playing their 
music for the students  to “vibe” and simply 
have a good time.

McKibben, also known as “DJ Kibbs,” 
knew exactly what “vibe” she was going 
for as she tried to “hit the late ’00s and 
’10s songs.” !e songs she played included 
“Empire State of Mind” by Alicia Keys and 
Jay-Z, “Party in the USA” by Miley Cyrus, 
and “Good Feeling” by Flo Rida. All three 

DJs had di$erent musical tastes, but McK-
ibben tried to go for some throwback songs 
that called for a good time. She was “most 
excited to play Macklemore’s “Can’t Hold 
Us,” because that song always “gets [her] 
going, and it reminds [her] of past expe-
riences. Other people usually rock with it 
too.” McKibben played songs that she really 
liked but was also open to the suggestions 
and favorites of others. When asked about 
some of her music tastes and inspiration, 
she explained how “some of [her] favorite 
artists include Kanye and Drake, but [she] 
really listens to a variety of di$erent artists.” 

Joe Barnes ’25, an attendee of the event, 
expressed how “[he] had a good time: the 
donuts were good, it was extremely cool, the 
lighting was sick, and the DJs were turn-
ing up.” 

When asked which DJ should win, Luke 
Cascaden ’25 suggested DJ Pitt, because he 
“played the song ‘Freak,’ which is a song 
[he] really likes.” Both attendees had a fun 
time, saying that the dance “made [their] 
weekend even better.”

!e Battle of the DJs posed not just a 
good opportunity to have some weekend 
fun with friends after a busy week, but it 
also brought out students’ music taste and 
added a competitive element to it. Students 
are eager to see what future social events 
are in store and how weekend events like 
dances and mini competitions can get even 
better at Lawrenceville. 

CELINE FONG ’25

Say Cheese: All School Photograph Moves to the Bowl
LOUIS PARK ’26

A picture is worth a thousand 
words. Photography documents the 
most cherished moments in a per-
son’s life and can reproduce those 
moments vividly, as if entering a 
time machine at any given moment. 
Looking at photos as time goes 
by, it’s easy to become immersed 
in memories. Photography creates 
memories, teaches the value of pre-
cious moments, and stores memo-
ries.

Each year, the Lawrenceville 
School community convenes for a 
photo to be featured in the year-
book to serve as a memento of each 
year’s student body. Just as every 
year is new, this year’s photo came 
with its own special changes. In past 
years, the All-School photo was 
taken on the bleachers of the foot-
ball "eld, behind the Kirby Math 
and Science Center. However, due 
to the rebuilding of the old football 
"eld, the photo was relocated to the 
Bowl this year. On September 20, 
students gathered together in be-
tween the two lower Houses one by 
one. Students stood in the shape of 
a semicircle in front of two cameras 
installed high up. Students gathered 
by House, with the front row rais-
ing their House #ags proudly. !e 
colorful array of #ags in various 
designs presented the individuality 
and diverse identities of the Law-
renceville community. In order to 

more accurately capture all the stu-
dents and teachers, the two cameras 
took nine individual pictures. As if 
the sky knew it was a special day, 
the weather was sunny and perfect 
after a few days of cloudy weather. 
!e wonderful weather inspired 
the wonder of a good omen: that 
the Class of ’23 will prosper just 
like the sun shining down on the 
sprouts, inciting them to grow well. 
It was a brief moment, but the unity 
of Lawrenceville "rmly bonded 
the community together. What 
did other students think? Here are 
some opinions:

Victor Mongon ’26 recalled that 
the All-School photo “was a great 
experience to assemble the School 
and show what our community 
looks like.” He added that “usually, 
people don’t see the entire school 
body, especially [the II Formers], 
[so the photo] gives a better idea 
of how vast and interesting our 
community is. !e House #ags 
represent the rich culture and his-
tory of Lawrenceville, [while] the 
division brought by Houses also 
shows our [smaller] communities 
[that] reassemble and help one 
another. It, quite literally, gives us 
the full picture of our school and 
community.” 

It wasn’t just the II Form-
ers who enjoyed this experience, 
however. Samuel Huh ’23 said 
that  “the school photo is a good 
way to indicate the beginning of a 

new school year with the absence 
of the graduated class, with that 
gap being "lled with the [II Form] 
class. Taking a picture of the new 
student community symbolizes 
that a new school year with a new 
student body has o%cially begun.” 
He also commented on the new 
school photo location, stating that 
“the Bowl is also symbolically where 
life on campus starts, [so] taking the 
photo there [is especially] meaning-
ful.”

Kyle Park ’23 commented on the 
importance of the school photo’s 
tradition, and what it means to 
II Formers and V Formers: “!e 
school photo marks the beginning 
of the school year. For the new-
comers, it’s a great moment to feel 
Lawrenceville’s sense of unity and 
community. For the [V Form], it’s 

a moment to re#ect on how much 
we have grown and the exciting av-
enues ahead of us.” He particularly 
enjoyed the V Form photo, as he got 
to “socialize with the entire grade, 
catch up with people [he] hadn’t 
talked to for a while, and exchange 
memories from [their] "rst year at 
Lawrenceville.”

Despite the positive reviews, 
however, several students wished 
the School had organized some as-
pects of the event di$erently. Huh 
thinks it’s “too bad” that they didn’t 
get to do the V Form run from one 
side to the other for the photo this 
year, a tradition for the graduating 
class. 

Luke Park ’24 commented that 
this year’s photo was “somewhat 
more disorganized,” as he felt like 
it was “something to get out of the 

way, as opposed to something truly 
representative of the Lawrencev-
ille community.” He especially felt 
disappointmented with the place-
ment of students in the photo: “I 
can stand with my Housemates in 
Woodhull, but I don’t know if a 
photo can capture the friendships 
I’ve formed in the House over the 
years,” he said.

All of these thoughts, whether 
positive or negative, stem from a 
desire to make better memories 
with the community and with the 
people they cherish. !e photo’s 
new structure and organization 
brought out diverse opinions from 
several students, but the pride of the 
community and the love of school is 
prevalent for everyone.

Inevitably, there are di%cult mo-
ments during the year, but in pho-
tos, all that is apparent is happiness, 
and the smiles in the photos allow 
the viewer to become infected with 
that feeling by reliving the memory. 
When looking back at the photo, it 
feels like nothing has changed, but 
the community is always changing, 
with di$erent people joining every 
year. How will the community look 
next year? 

 Some students close their eyes, 
others wince, or even look elsewhere 
when the shutter clicks. Every face 
is di$erent, every facial expression 
is di$erent, and every individual is 
di$erent, but Lawrentians are, and 
always will be, ONE.

Sara Chiang ’23/THE LAWRENCE

ice, he said, “I haven’t played in a 
while and didn’t in the summer, so 
it’s good to be back, and it’s fun to 
be skating with friends.” 

!roughout the whole night, ex-
perienced skaters helped new skat-
ers, and despite a few falls, every-
one enjoyed themselves. !is type 
of community interaction and peer 
leadership was encouraged through 
this event. In the future, students 
would greatly bene"t from more 
events like these. Be sure to check 
out the new Tsai Ice Rink and relax 
during future open skates!

The II Form Skate Cindy Shum ’24/THE LAWRENCE

Students at the Battle of the DJs Cindy Shum ’24/THE LAWRENCE
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!is school year, Stephanie Xu 
’23 is the Student Council Arts 
Representative. Anyone who 
knows her would agree that she’s 
the perfect "t for the role since art 
has been part of her life for as long 
as she can remember. 

Since she was young, Xu has 
loved to doodle, paint, or draw. 
Prior to coming to Lawrenceville, 
Xu had painted and sketched, as 
well as doing ballet until she was 
in the seventh grade. In middle 
school, she also started taking 
theatre classes.

Coming to Lawrenceville as a 
II Former, Xu knew she wanted 
to go down the path of the arts. 
To invest herself in visual arts, she 
signed up to take Foundations 
of Arts. During her IV Form 
year, she continued to pursue her 
passion in visual arts by taking 
the yearlong Advanced Studio 
course. Now, she continues to 
draw graphics for various clubs; 
from being the Graphics Editor 
of !e Lawrence to drawing for 
!e First Amendment, Spilled Milk, 
!e Abstract, and many other on-
campus publications,  Xu is heavily 
involved in visual arts at school.

Xu  also actively  particpated   
in the performing arts at 
Lawrenceville. As the current 
president of the Periwig Club, she 
says that her theatric passion stems 

HELENA CHEN ’24

Spectacular Stephanie in StuCo

from when she was interested 
in becoming the production 
Stage Manager for her II Form 
Shakespeare. Xu also participates 
in dance as a member of Suave, 
one of the six dancing teams on 
campus.

By the end of her IV Form year, 
Xu was involved in every form of 
art possible, making her the perfect 
candidate for Lawrenceville’s Arts 
Representative this year!

When asked to describe the 

favorite piece of art she has ever 
created––either performing or 
visual––Xu said that “it’s de"nitely 
something that [she] created in 
[her] Advanced Studio course 
last year!” During the course, 
she created 15 pieces in total, all 
under the sustained investigation 
of “exploring the connections 
between people and physical 
objects.” Xu claimed that her 
favorite artwork is an 18-by-24 
inch piece using a mixture of 

acrylic paint and charcoal. 
“My favorite piece depicts the 

living room of the home that I 
never got to grow up in, because 
my parents got divorced when I 
was really young, so it’s a piece 
of my identity that I never really 
got to be a part of. I used white 
charcoal to show these ghostly 
"gures to represent people who 
aren’t actually there.  Also, the color 
scheme of this piece is purposely 
chosen to be arti"cial in order to 
create the feeling of nostalgia and a 
sort of dreamlike world that doesn’t 
really exist,” Xu said. She really 
likes this piece, because it sets the 
tone for what she actually wanted 
her sustained investigation to be 
about. Xu explains that her process 
creating this piece was a lengthy 

one because she wanted to produce 
a piece she was proud of. She used 
thumbnail sketches, tested the 
composition digitally through 
drawing apps, painted di#erent 
undertones for dramatic e#ect, 
and changed ideas constantly 
throughout the project. !e entire 
process took several weeks, but in 
the end, she was able to create a 
piece that expressed her thoughts 
on her sustained investigation.

As a current V Former, Xu doesn’t 
believe that she will be pursuing 
art full-time after graduation. 
However, she said, “The arts 
will de"nitely be something I’m 
passionate about for the rest of 
my life. Painting and drawing will 
always allow me to escape from the 
reality of the world.”

Courtesy of Stephanie Xu ’23

Anyone trying to catch a 
glimpse of Sasha Mykhantso 
’23 in action won’t have to 
look far—whether it’s singing 
for the Lawrentians; dancing 
in the Lawrenceville School  
Dance  Collective (LSDC), 
Suave, Tour de Force; or playing 
the best man George in this  
year’s Fall Musical, !e Drowsy 
Chaperone,  Mykhantso seems to 
be everywhere. But how did he 
come to be one of Lawrenceville’s 
most distinguished performing 
artists? 

Interestingly, Mykhantso’s 
aplomb on  stage  belies his 
relatively minor performing 
arts experience background. 
Mykhantso said while growing 
up in Ukraine, outside of dancing 
in a few folklore pieces with 
his friends, he did little in the 
way of performing arts. Indeed, 
when Mykhantso first got to 
Lawrenceville, performing arts 
weren’t even a part of the plan—
running was. In the words of 

Mykhantso, “I thought for sure 
that I was going to be a runner 
for all three years,” but things 
took a fateful turn when he was 
cut from the track team in the 
Spring Term of 2021. Mykhantso 
then signed up for the Lifetime 
Dance co-curricular with his 
former theatre teacher, Director 
of Dance Derrick Wilder, setting 
in motion his involvement in 
Lawrenceville performing arts 
that would snowball into his 
passions today. Now, as a V 
Former, Mykhantso’s involvement 
in the performing arts across 
campus has elevated him to new 
heights. Mykhantso not only has a 
principal role in the Fall Musical, 
!e Drowsy Chaperone, but he is 
also, alongside Wilder, overseeing 
all of the musical’s choreography. 
Mykhantso says that, “it’s not an 
easy job at all.” He has to be at every 
choreography rehearsal leading 
warm-ups, helping Wilder stage 
the dances, and often instructing 
students when Wilder, the only 
other choreographer, isn’t there. 

At the same time, Mykhantso 
said that, “it’s a very good growth 
opportunity. I learn not just how to 
be a performer but a choreographer 
and a manager. I organize people to 
do what they need to do in certain 
chunks of time,” which is a critical 
part of the Periwig process because, 
as Mykhantso noted, “time is so 
limited here at Lawrenceville.” 

Not only is time important 
at Lawrenceville, but for those 
interested in the performing arts—
or really any activity—courage 
and curiosity are necessary as 
well. Performing a number, 
particularly a solo, in front 
of the student body is a feat 
that requires great courage 
and that Mykhantso is no 

stranger to. According to him, 
a performance like that is all 
about practice, muscle memory, 
and faith in the fact that most 
of the time, “the crowd doesn’t 
know what they’re supposed 
to be watching.” Mykhantso 
also stresses the importance of 
approaching performing arts 
with an open mind. Lawrenceville 
o#ers performing arts in various 
forms and di$culties. A word 
of advice from Mykhantso for 
those looking to get a foot in the 
door: “Don’t say, ‘I don’t know;’ 
instead, say ‘I want to learn.’” In 
many ways, Mykhantso’s journey 
in Lawrenceville’s performing 
arts can serve as an inspiration 
for all of us. Out of checked 
track ambitions, Mykhantso 
doggedly pursued a newfound 
passion for performing arts and 
quickly became an outstanding 
artist and campus leader. Give 
Sasha Mykhantso the applause 
he deserves when you see him 
around and keep an eye out for 
him on the stage this year. 

Student Pro"le: Sasha and the Arts

Jasmine Zhang ’23 / THE LAWRENCE

Zachary Kalafer ’24 / THE LAWRENCE

AIDEN MELLON ’23

Courtesy of Stephanie Xu ’23
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A First Look at !e Frosh: Get to Know the Class of ’26
ELOISE WIDENER ’26

Mimie Pinpakornkul ’25/THE LAWRENCE

AVERY BILANIN ’24
From the V Form’s Abbott 

Dining Room that resembles 
Hogwarts’ Great Hall to the 
sequestered strobe-lit cafete-
ria where II Formers make !rst 
introductions and friendships, 
Lawrentians have various eating 
spaces to choose from. Students 
have very strong opinions on the 
quality of Lawrenceville’s dining 
experience, with their grade play-
ing a key factor. 

III Formers, who ate in the 
Lower Dining Hall in the down-
stairs of the Irwin Dining Center 

for the entirety of last year, seem 
generally to express negative atti-
tudes towards the place, with one 
critic, Kiah Smith ’25, deeming it 
“dingy AF. Lighting: bad. Chairs: 
broken.” 

Yet Sophie Bilanin ’26, a II For-
mer who dined in Lower during 
her !rst few weeks at the School, 
had only positive reviews, saying, 
“[Lower] provides a safe space for 
[II Formers] to get to know each 
other and become accustomed to 
this dining setting.” While ad-
mitting that Lower could some-
times be an enjoyable experience, 

Smith’s argument against the din-
ing hall was bolstered by the lack 
of a wok bar.

"e presence of a wok bar is a 
critical part of the dining experi-
ence for many Lawrentians. If you 
have the patience to wait through 
the long line and the expertise to 
make an edible meal, you may just 
!nd wok to be your go-to meal in 
the dining hall. Wok enthusiast, 
Grace Osborne ’24, said, “Going 
to the wok bar is my favorite part 
of my day. Recently, I have been a 
little let down due to the lack of 
honey in the wok bar. Hopefully, 

Dining Hall Debate: T he Best P lace to Gr ub

Etna Morita-Priola ’26 is a boarder 
from Greenwich Village, New York City. 
In addition to being #uent in Italian, 
Japanese, and English, she is currently 
learning Spanish. Morita-Priola loves 
the winter because she enjoys celebrating 
Christmas and spending time with her 
family at home. To get in the holiday 
spirit, she watches Hallmark Christmas 
movies, goes to Rockefeller Center, and 
ice skates in Bryant Park—all parts of 
a classic New Yorker holiday season. 
During her time at Lawrenceville, 
Morita-Priola intends to play volleyball 
and take classical singing lessons. She 
is looking forward to partaking in the 

Etna Morita-Priola

Canaan Williams ’26 is a boarder 
from Ridge!eld, Connecticut. He 
is a competitive member of the II 
Form soccer team, and he plans 
to play ice hockey in the winter. 
During his free time, Williams 
enjoys hanging out in the Bowl, 
playing spike ball, and chatting with 
his friends. In the coming year, he 
is looking forward to participating 
in the Lawrenceville Business 

Canaan Williams
Willem Anton ’26, another New 

Yorker from Midtown Manhattan, 
chose Lawrenceville to expand his 
academic opportunities, develop 
more independence, and grow as 
a person. He also enjoys living in 
a campus environment and not 
having a long commute to school. 
During his free time, he plays water 
polo, swims, and plays baseball. 

He is a linguist and is #uent in 
Dutch, French, and Hebrew, all of 

Willem Anton

Megan Hsu ’26 is a boarder from 
Taipei, Taiwan. She wanted to attend 
boarding school to strengthen 
her time management skills and 
develop more independence. 
Hsu was eager to come to 
Lawrenceville because of the use 
of the Harkness method in classes, 
saying it “creates collaboration and 
brings together diverse opinions.” 

During her time at Lawrenceville, 
she hopes to strengthen her 
analytical skills in her humanities 
classes. Another goal of Hsu’s is to 
become the concertmaster for the 

Megan Hsu

the Tsai [Commons] wok bar will 
have honey, and I will be back on 
my A-game.” When positing the 
possibility of no wok bar in any 
of the dining halls, the wok fa-
natic declared, “I’ll riot. I’ll actu-
ally riot.” "is yearning for a wok 
bar in the newly built Tsai Field 
House’s dining center is part of 
the reason why students so anx-
iously awaited the moment they 
could explore the dining space. 

All returning students were ea-
ger to !nd out how the new Tsai 
Commons compared to their pre-
vious dining experiences. To the 
outrage of many Upperformers, 
Tsai Commons was opened to II 
Formers two days before it was 
opened to III and IV Formers. 
Having eaten at Tsai prior to most 
other students on campus, Bilanin 
was able to o$er an exclusive pre-
view of the new dining experi-
ence: “It’s like the same, but nicer.” 

Bailley Georgieva ’23 and 
Lindsay Lee ’23 were able to o$er 
more details on the space. “[Tsai] 
has such tall ceilings! And a pa-
nini maker! And tall cups!” they 
explained. "ey were also able to 
con!rm the existence of a wok 
bar, and many diners raved about 

the quality of the new plates 
and utensils. “Fresh pans!” Lee 
cheered.

V Formers, however, also men-
tioned uncertainty on whether 
the whole student body would 
be able to !t in the space, along 
with concerns about how loud 
and crowded the building might 
get with so many students packed 
into one room. Another gripe 
with Tsai that Upperformers have 
is that “it kind of takes away all 
the things that students look for-
ward to in [the] Abbott [Dining 
Room],” according to Lee. Get-
ting tall cups and a panini mak-
er is a big deal to students who 
spent their last three years with 
tiny cups and no paninis. Even 
though Underformers no longer 
have to wait until their V Form 
year to enjoy these commodi-
ties, many V Formers are stick-
ing to their claim that Abbott is 
the best dining space on campus. 
Although viewpoints di$er, the 
consensus on campus is a hopeful 
outlook for the quality of dining 
in the Tsai Dining Center and a 
renewed interest in how this new 
space will alter Lawrenceville 
dining culture. 

Rollercoaster Club and the Women 
in Business Club. On weekends, she 
has enjoyed shopping in Princeton and 
hanging out with her friends. While 
on campus, she prefers to hang out 
in the Bowl, where she can listen to 
music and practice playing volleyball. 
Morita-Priola says that her funniest 
moment at Lawrenceville so far was 
during one of her free periods, “when 
my friends were trying to get rid of 
bees in the library and knocked over 
the couch while trying to trap them.” 

Fun fact: Morita-Priola’s mother 
went to college at the age of 29, and her 
father only has a high school diploma.

Club, so he can learn the skills of 
an entrepreneur. During the next 
four years, he also looks forward to 
taking advantage of the academic 
opportunities Lawrenceville o$ers, 
as well as developing connections 
with his classmates and teachers. 

Fun Fact: Williams eagerly 
said that if he were a pasta shape, 
he would be a bow tie “because 
[he] is a very classy person.”

school orchestra, which entails 
tuning the orchestra as a violin player. 

Hsu is also looking forward 
to participating in the ski club, 
as skiing is one of her favorite 
sports, especially since she has 
missed out on the opportunity 
to ski for the past two years. 
After school, she participates in 
Lifetime Skating, where she is 
able to spend time with her friends 
while they skate around the rink. 

Fun Fact: Hsu’s arrival at 
Lawrenceville marks her second 
time in the United States. 

which he learned after the age of 
eight. Currently, he is taking French 
3 at Lawrenceville and learning 
German on Duolingo. During his 
time here, he is looking forward to 
partaking in the Language Club, 
as he wants to maintain his #uency 
in his current languages. Anton 
loves to travel and learn about 
di$erent cultures and their customs. 

Fun Fact: Anton is designing a new 
LEGO set for "e LEGO Group. 
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NICHOLE JIN ’24
FEATURES ASSOCIATE

Roaming around campus, in 
the midst of boarders from afar 
and day students from but a short 
drive away, there exists a special 
group of students: the faculty kids. 
Although it might seem like they 
are few in number, they have a 
large presence on campus. Yet the 
question remains: what does it re-
ally mean to be a fac–brat? Let’s 
take a deep dive into their lives.

Vivian Teeley ’24, is the daugh-
ter of the one and only Bernadette 
Teeley P’24, an English Teacher, 
Girls’ Varsity Crew Coach, and 
the Head of Carter House—caus-
ing Vivian to live in Carter despite 
being a member of the Stephens 
House. You can identify this “fac-
brat” by her bright yellow rowing 
crocs that are “single handedly 
responsible for bringing together 
the crew team’s spirit,” which she 
says is her most important duty 
in the Spring Term. In addition to 
her role as a rower, it is her job to 
gatekeep the location of the fake 
coyotes that used to be on the 
football ! eld. According to Teeley, 
the coyotes, which “were supposed 
to scare away the geese…actu-
ally just scared away all the small 
children within a four mile radius.” 
If you want to know where they 
are, Teeley won’t tell you, because 
“then it wouldn’t be a scheme.” 
While giving insight on the fac-
brat life, she noted that “being a 
fac-brat de! nitely has its perks…
I’m just not sure what they are.” 

Another notable fac-brat, per-
haps even the most notable one 
on campus, is Maddy Laws ’23. 
Aside from prefecting in the Stan-
ley House and participating on the 

Girls’ Varsity Water Polo, Swim, 
and Crew teams, Laws is  a science 
girl at heart, following in the foot-
steps of her father, Science Teacher 
David Laws P’21 ’23. However, 
you will never see her set foot on 
campus without her “soulmate”—a 
bike. She is a dedicated biker and is 
not afraid to show it. With the aid 
of her bike, she can leave less than 
two minutes before class and still 
be the ! rst one at Noyes. As Laws 
puts it, “Us bikers are close to a dif-
ferent breed, we’re just on a di" erent 
level…[while] you guys are doing 
your algebra, we’re doing calculus.” 
While she ! ts a stereotypical fac-
brat-bike-rider character, what sets 
her apart from the rest of the fac-
brats is how long she’s called Law-
renceville home. Laws has lived at 
Lawrenceville for her entire life, 
which made her feel prepared for 
her II Form year but also a little bit 
like a “brat.” However, she thinks 
the fac-brat name aptly suits fac-
ulty children on campus; she actu-
ally ! nds it hilarious. She considers 
herself to be the “! nest fac-brat 
out there,” as well as the “most 
senior” and “most interesting.”

Both Teely and Laws, as well as 
Maggie Hammond ’25, another 
fac-brat, play integral roles on 
Lawrenceville’s Girls’ Varsity Crew 
team. # ey are all extremely dedi-
cated, and have started crocs and 
glasses trends, respectively. Addi-
tionally, all their parents have, at 
one point in time, been involved 
in the crew team. Coincidence? 
Maybe. But perhaps there is more 
to the story than they’re letting on. 

Another noteworthy addition 
to the group is Liz Parnell ’23, 
who, while also a fac-brat, seems 
to be the anomaly of this dynamic 

group. A native of Kodiak, Alaska, 
Parenll’s locker is always full, and 
she never rides a bike, opting rather 
to drive the ! ve minute distance 
from her home. Parnell notes, “I get 
to scheme where to park since I’m 
one of the few fac-brats to drive.” 
It’s de! nitely a hefty task to ! gure 
out the most optimal place to park 
for the day. Parnell has also been 
a fac-brat for the least amount of 
time, as she started at the School 
as a new IV Former. Followed by 
some gasps from the interviewers, 
Laws threw some shade at Parnell, 
saying, “Liz Parnell is an amateur 
fac-brat; she has only been here 
for a year!” Unlike Laws, it seems 
as though she is less seasoned in 
the art of being a teacher’s kid 
at Lawrenceville; however, she 
is the best caretaker of Soap the 
Turtle, whom she constantly posts 
on her social media accounts. 

So, does the term “fac-brat” re-
ally represent the faculty kid expe-
rience? Do they live in luxury on 
campus, or are they a little more 
like the rest of us than you might 
think? We may never come to know 
the true fac-brat experience, nor 
reap the bene! ts of being a faculty 
kid, but at least we will never have 
to experience being approached 
by a random faculty member who 
we’ve apparently known our entire 
lives. In Laws’ wise words,  “Spoiler 
alert: if you met me when I was 
! ve, I probably don’t remember 
you. My apologies. # anks for 
the wave though! # at was fun.”

After this brief glimpse into 
the lives of fac-brats, try and spot 
them biking across campus. Make 
sure you give them a wave—
Laws will really appreciate it.

T he Myster ious Life of  a  Fac-Brat

Courtesy of Elizabeth Parnell ’23

The Lawrence Crossword: Back & Better Than Ever
CLAIRE CHOW ’24

Across
1. Greek deity of 

nature
3. School Mascot 

(with 15 across)
5. Blockade 
8. Bring (Chi-

nese)
9. Crossbody 

ribbon
11. Aid
12. Here 

(French)
14. Antonym 

failure  
15. School mas-

cot (with 3 across)
16. Lawrencev-

ille’s Second Prin-
cipal Expectation

Down
1. Enemy
2. Tortoise and 

the _____ 
4. Perfect  
5. Fundamental 
6. A thought or 

suggestion as to a 
possible course of 
action (pl.) 

7. Tear a piece of 
paper (synonym/
gerund) 

10. Angle smaller 
than 90°

13. To make 
someone better 
medically

! e " rst person to email a completed, correct photo to both 
ekim23@lawrenceville.org and ajung23@lawrenceville.org will 
receive a mystery prize!

Courtesy of Vivian Teeley ’24

Liz Parnell and Ms. Parnell 

Vivian Teeley and Ms. Teeley
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organization that focuses on 
helping educational projects in 
Switzerland and South Africa, his 
countries of origin . According to 
an article from the ATP website 
published by Arthur Kapetanakis, 
“Nearly two million children have 
benefitted from the foundation’s 
programmes, with $70.5 million 

Phil Park ’22 Ashley Lee Leo Drazan Kate Mirkovic Pat Brady Henry Metz 

favorite season Senior spring spring winter bc I get to play my 
sport fall Winter Summer

useless talent I'm 100% useful bothering Grant I can lick my elbow all my talents are useful Polaroid Photography Being double jointed

best wok ingredient what's wok? bathouse all 
the way babyyyyyyy pineapple garlic Laoganma chili crisp Soy Sauce Orange Ginger Sauce

Farewell, Federer!
Reliving the Career of a Legend

ARYAN KUMAR ’25

    “We’ll be seeing him again” were 
the words spoken in the spring of 
1998 of a young but promising 
rookie named Roger Federer. 
Even though the potential of this 
junior could be seen back then, 
it is hard to believe that anyone 
could have foreseen all of what he 
was able to accomplish throughout 
his career. We saw him win 20 
Grand Slams and make it to the 
finals of 11 other Grand Slams. 
We saw him win 28 Masters 
1000 titles and countless other 
tournaments (winning 103 titles 
in total). We also saw him reach 
number one in the Association 
of Tennis Professionals (ATP) 
rankings for an unbelievable 237 
consecutive weeks (totalling 310 
weeks as number one throughout 
his entire career). Although these 
numbers seem colossal, they are 
not the reason he is considered to 
be one of the greatest ambassadors 

to the sport of tennis—the story 
behind these numbers is. 
      The hype around Roger Federer 
first spread in 2001, after he ended 
Pete Sampras’s 31-match winning 
streak at the Wimbledon. In 2003, 
he finally won his first Grand 
Slam, beating his soon-to-be rival 
Andy Roddick along the way. In 
the following four years, he proved 
he was more than just a one-time 
wonder by putting himself in 13 
out of the 16 Grand Slam finals 
played. 2009 was when people 
truly started to consider him an 
all-time great as he finally broke 
Pete Sampras’s record. With his 
elegant yet aggressive style of 
playing, he went on to achieve 
many more great wins, in which 
his struggles and triumphs were 
felt by all.
   Although his on-court successes 
were  mind-boggl ing, i t  was 
Federer’s off-court actions that 
put him above others in the 
hearts of many. Known to be 

Coach’s Corner:
G. Blake Eldridge ’96 H’12 P’25

DYLAN SINGLA ’24

G. Blake Eldridge ’96 H’12 
P’25 works daily inside his office 
in the Mackenzie Administration 
Building as Lawrenceville’s Dean 
of Discipline. He has held several 
roles in his time at Lawrenceville, 
such as that of an English teacher, 
a department chair, and Dean of 
Students before settling into his 
new position. While you may see 
Eldridge teaching a religion class 
or sitting in on a disciplinary 
committee during the school day, 

after classes, he heads to the fields 
to coach Lawrenceville’s Boys’ 
Varsity Soccer team.

As a student at Lawrenceville 
in the 1990s, Eldridge played 
soccer under Coach Brian Daniell 
H’89 ’06. When asked what it 
is like coaching a team he once 
played for, Eldridge stated that 
it is “enjoyable every day. I get 
to enjoy the same [school] day, 
week…that I did as a student. I 
love seeing our current players 
make the same kind of memories 
that I and my teammates made 

together. We won a lot more 
matches than we lost, but I still 
remember the stuff at practice 
more clearly than most of our 
matches.” 

Eldr idge certainly tr ies to 
bring back his nostalgia on the 
field. During practice, the team 
trains on grass instead of the new 
turf and plays an older style of 
two-touch soccer through the 
midfield. Since graduating in 
1996, Eldridge has noticed a lot 
of changes made to the program 
and facilities the team uses. 
The main difference, Eldridge 
said, is the “overall quality of 
play in our area.”His team “had 
a number of club players and 
seven who played college soccer, 
[including] four other kids who 
were intercollegiate athletes in 
other sports.” Those who were 
wholly devoted to the sport “were 
relatively rare...Now, most teams 
are filled with players who play 
club soccer outside of school, 
and each match of our season is 
a battle.” 

There has also been a significant 

shif t  in the qual i ty  of  play 
in high school  soccer  s ince 
Eldridge’s days. Lawrenceville’s 
Boys’ Varsity Soccer team hopes 
to have an impressive run this 
year, contending for a Mid-
Atlantic Prep League (MAPL) 
championship, and poss ib l y 
getting into the state tournament. 
Eldridge says, “I expect us to 

do well in all our competitions, 
MAPL, Mercer County, and Prep 
A. We have talent up and down 
the roster, and we work harder 
than our opponents. As we get 
more familiar with each other 
and our own brand of play, and 
as our first touch continues to 
improve, we will really start to put 
opponents under pressure. Most 
of our prep competition has been 
playing together since the spring 
with only a few breaks. We are still 
learning our team and personality 
and recovering our sharpness. As 
a referee remarked to me after a 
recent match: ‘When your boys 
play two-touch soccer, they ’re 
unstoppable.’” 

The team is coming off an 
impressive 3-1 win versus the 
Hotchkiss School and a 4-1 win 
versus the St. Andrew’s School. 
Eldridge is ready for a successful 
term: come to Woods 3 or the 
turf to watch him lead the Boys’ 
Varsity Soccer team through the 
season.

Bunn Library (+ Phil) Picks

cordial, humorous, and kind, it ’s 
no surprise that he has won ATP’s 
Fan’s Favorite Award every year 
since 2003. 
  Not only is he an amazing role 
model for tennis fans all over 
the world, he is also a great 
philanthropist. He started the 
Roger Federer Foundation, an 

spent towards initiatives at 9,300 
primary schools and preschools.” 
He was also named UNICEF 
Goodwill Ambassador in 2006 
and received the Arthur Ashe 
Humanitarian Award in 2006 
and 2013. His philosophy when it 
comes to philanthropy is simple, as 
he said, “It ’s nice to be important, 
but it ’s more important to be nice.”
    This is all so relevant now, as 
the Swiss legend finally posted 
an announcement on September 
15 on Instagram delivering the 
message that his last match would 
be a doubles match with his long-
time rival and great friend Rafael 
Nadal as his partner. At 41, he 
calls his journey through tennis 
“a perfect journey” that he would 
repeat without any hesitation. 
While many tennis fans wish he 
would repeat the journey, it is 
important to remember the saying 
by Dr. Seuss: “Don’t cry because it ’s 
over. Smile because it happened.”

Emily Pan ’24/THE LAWRENCE

G. Blake Eldridge ’96 H’12 P’25

Eldridge (10) with the ball back in ’96. Courtesy of THE LAWRENCE


