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Lawrenceville Celebrates Pride 
Week
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Raising the Pride Flag

2022-23 Hutchins Scholars 
Selected

Congratulations to the 2022-
23 Hutchins Scholars: III Formers 
Jane Atkinson, Conan Chen, Prem 
Galani, Anabel Guerreiro, Mina 
Kanburlar, Krish Mehta, Sameer 
Menghani, Bhushan Mohanraj, 
Emily Piggee, Cindy Shum, Arya 
Sreedhar, Daphne Volpp, Alec 
Wang, and Kieran Yeatman-Biggs. 
After spending the summer re-
searching on campus, these Law-
rentians will return as IV Formers 
to pursue the research with vari-
ous institutions and learn the nec-
essary foundations to succeed in 
university programs and beyond. 
To !nalize future research plans, 
Hutchins Scholars will  meet once 
a week with advisor and Director 
of Student Research Elizabeth 
Fox.

A !ve million dollar gift given 
by Glenn Hutchins ’73 and Deb-
bie Hutchins funds the program 
yearly. "rough the Hutchins 
Scholar program, Lawrenceville 
supports the School’s most out-
standing science students and of-
fers III Formers the opportunity 
to further explore their passion for 
science. Occurring over the course 
of three to four weeks of the sum-
mer, the program entails research 
seminars, separate science classes, 
and a variety of opportunities for 
independent research with the 
help of expert guidance. 

“Applying for the program is a 
rigorous process,” Sreedhar stated. 
She explained that the applica-
tion process requires three main 
stages: “To start with, over 60 to 
70 [III Formers] with interest in 
the programs are eligible to ap-
ply...Teachers may nominate two 
students per class whom they see 
!t for the program, [making the 
process much more selective.” 

SIENNA MORA ’25
SPORTS ASSOCIATE

"en, over winter break, nominat-
ed students wrote an application, 
which included essay questions 
and an internship interest form. 
Finally, 25 applicants were chosen 
for an interview. From those in-
terviewees, the !nal Scholars were 
selected.

Accepted Hutchins Scholars 
should be applauded for their rig-
orous work throughout the year. 
Sreedhar said, “When I received 
the news of being accepted in the 
program, I was genuinely shocked 
and felt extremely emotional,” as 
this program is truly an honor-
able achievement for students on 
campus.

“I’d always been interested 
in coming to a boarding school 
to pursue bigger opportunities. 
When I heard about the Hutchins 
program, I knew that it would be 
a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity 
for me to learn more about re-
search methodologies and explore 
career options with the guidance 
of extremely accomplished ex-
perts,” Sreedhar explained.

To the Class of 2025, Sreedhar 
has great advice on how to prepare 
for the application. Throughout 
her application process, Arya 
connected with various IV and 
V Formers who were previous 
Scholars. Understanding their 
experiences and memories re-
garding the application and sum-
mer program was one of Sreed-
har’s main sources of information 
about the process. So, to inter-
ested members of the Class of 
2025, start looking into the pro-
gram and reach out to Hutchins 
Scholars! If you have a true passion 
for science or see a future career in 
this !eld, the Hutchins Scholars 
program is a perfect opportunity 
to support and prosper in your 
academic passion. 

At first glance, Lawrencev-
ille’s Pride Week appears out 
of place on the calendar; the 
United States’ recognized LG-
BTQ+ Pride Month falls in 
June of each year, culminating 
in a momentous Pride Day cel-
ebration on June 28. However, 
the placement of the School’s 
Pride Week in the middle of 
April leads to an important 
concluding day of its own: 
the Gay, Lesbian & Straight 
Education Network (GLSEN) 
Day of Silence, a day of action 
meant to highlight the bully-
ing, harassment, and silencing 
of queer students in schools. 
Because Lawrenceville is not 
in session in June, the School 
is unable to host an LGBTQ+ 
celebration around Pride Day. 
Thus, moving Pride Week’s 
observance to align with the Day 
of Silence enables members of 
the Lawrenceville community 
to participate in a show of pride 
and allyship while observing a 
powerful, relevant cause.

Under the leadership of the 
Gender-Sexuality Alliance 
(GSA), this year’s Pride Week 
boasted multiple pride-centered 
events each day, ranging from 
rainbow bracelet-making activi-
ties in the Bunn Library to queer 
poetry readings in the Bath 
House, as well as discussions 
(in GCAD) regarding recent 
anti-LGBTQ+ legis lat ion. 
The 2022-2023 GSA Council 
spearheaded the organization 

of the events and explora-
tions of Pride Week, with 
President Eric Frankel ’23 at 
the forefront of the initiative, 
coordinating with the Of-
fice of Multicultural Affairs, 
Lawrenceville’s GSA’s auxil-
iary publication Spectrum, and 
other clubs. “It’s the GSA’s big-
gest event,” Frankel explained, 
“and it requires all our effort 
and energy.” This year’s Pride 
Week attempted to “vary [the 
activities] as well as build upon 
last year’s events,” featuring 
past hits such as candy grams 
and new additions such as 
readings of queer poetry and 
prose in the Bath House. The 
GSA’s efforts proved fruitful, 
as Frankel expressed, “Turnout 
was awesome and the sheer 
number of students who ex-
pressed interest made me feel 
supported.”

Pride Week, following the 
traditions set by previous 
Pride Week celebrations, cul-
minated in Friday’s events: the 
8:00 AM raising of the pride 
flag and the GLSEN Day of 
Silence. This year, thanks to 
Director of Student Life Ian 
August ’s efforts, the school 
acquired a new hand-stitched 
Progress Flag, featuring the 
familiar rainbow stripes ac-
companied by black and brown 
arrow-shaped lines, represent-
ing marginalized LGBTQ+ 
communities of color; the 
pink, light blue, and white 
of the transgender flag; and 
a purple circle on a yellow 

background, the intersex flag. 
I received the honor of raising 
the pride flag this year with my 
fellow Vice President, Cassie 
Dillard  ’24, marking the second 
year of the GSA raising the flag 
in, as Dillard described it, “a 
beautiful ‘grand finale’ to pride 
week.” A few minutes after rais-
ing the flag, participating stu-
dents began the Day of Silence. 
This year, however, a consensus 
from a GSA-hosted reflection 
meeting that evening concluded 
that this year’s Day of Silence 
“was not a fulfilling experience 
and instead felt pointless.” An 
event such as the Day of Silence, 
Dillard noted, “loses some of its 
effects when only one student 
in a class is participating,”; this 
year, participation remained 
limited, preventing the event 
from having its intended effect.

Lawrenceville’s Pride Week, 
nestled in the middle of April 
around the Day of Silence, 
provides a unique set of trials 
and triumphs for the organiz-
ers and participants. Requiring 
coordination between multiple 
groups on campus, the reser-
vation of spaces and supplies, 
and willing participation from 
members of the student body, 
Pride Week’s execution leaves 
little room for error. Yet, when 
asked if Pride Week went as 
expected, Frankel responded, 
“This is Lawrenceville. Nothing 
ever really goes as expected. We 
were lucky enough to have all 
of our events happen and to a 
high degree [of ] success.”

Courtesy of The Lawrenceville School

Latin Isn’t Dead
 
 
Lauren Liu ’24 defends 
Latin as a language while 
separating it from its more 
problematic !eld of study.

         Page 3

Pro!le on Zaheer Ali
Claire Jiang ’24 sits down 
with Director of the 
Hutchins Institute for 
Social Justice Zaheer Ali 
to talk about his career and 
goals for Lawrenceville. 
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Memories in Me-
morial Hall 

So!a Carlisi ’24 dives into 
what Mem, our campus’ 
English building, means 
to her.
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The 2022-23 Hutchins Scholars Courtesy of The Lawrenceville School
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Giving A (Tentative) Second Chance to Splash
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Grant Shueh
Associate Editor

Monday, April 25, 10:13 
PM: a Gmail noti!-
cation lights up the 

phone sitting atop my desk. 
As the !nal day of a rare Law-
renceville two-day weekend 
draws to a close, a patient email 
silently glimmers, a light in a 
sea of homework and upcoming 
major assignments. I unlock my 
phone, answering the siren’s call. 
Lo and behold: Second Chance, 
sent by the SplashOps team. 
Players will “have the chance to 
buy themselves a second life in a 
Splash,” the email reads.

Then, the catch. “Pr ice: 
$125.00.”

To provide some context for the 
non-Splash enthusiasts (wherever 
you may be): Splash offers 
students the opportunity to "ex 
their athletic prowess and their 
deceptiveness in a friendship-
breaking, legend-making gauntlet. 
Splash also tests the puzzle-
solving abilities of its contestants: 
at 6:00 AM each morning, the 
SplashOps team releases a riddle 
containing the location of an 
ability code offering chances 
for a revival, brief immunity, 
or instant finals qualification. 
While these riddles 
were initially the 
only way to gain 
Splash codes, 
the night of 
Apr i l  25 
w o u l d 
change 

Splash forever. Splash codes 
previously came at the cost of 
early mornings and a good deal of 
brain power: the $125 o#er was 
a cost far too expensive. To put it 
into perspective, Mephistopheles 
did not o#er Faust unlimited 
knowledge and worldly pleasures 
for free; his fatal bargain came at 
the cost of his soul. Splash is no 
di#erent. $e o#er placed students 
at a crossroads, juxtaposing 
Mephistopheles’ request and 
the SplashOps’ price of $125: 
everyone has a soul to sell, but 
not everybody has money to spare. 
Lawrenceville’s hefty privilege 
gap, however, has existed long 
before the introduction of Splash’s 
mephistophelian deal. Economic 
inequality at Lawrencevil le 

extends beyond Splash and runs 
deep through the School’s history.

Let’s travel back in time a bit. 
In the spring of 2018, Mercy 

Campbell ’19 and Kendall Onley 
’19 founded $e Bridge, a club 
aiming to advocate for low-income 
students at Lawrenceville. During 
a school meeting discussing 
the club, Campbell delivered a 
speech recounting her experience 
as a financial aid recipient, 
highlighting the alienation faced 
by lower-income students in a 
predominantly middle to upper 
class environment. Onley similarly 
noted before her graduation 
that she wished to have “more 

conversations about 
socioeconomic 

s t a t u s  o n 

campus.” 
Even four 

years later, the 
overpriced Splash 

codes only justify Onley’s 
desire for proper discussions 

concerning economic inequality.
Beyond anecdotal experiences, 

simple statistics paint a troubling 
picture of our campus. According 
to the Admissions Department’s 
2021-22 informational pamphlet, 
31 percent of students receive 
scholarship aid, with the average 
!nancial aid package for students 
averaging out to $52,300 per 
year. Adapted to the number of 
students participating in Splash, 
this statistic yields about 185 
competitors on financial aid. 
While a $125 price tag may not 
be prohibitively expensive for all 
students on !nancial aid, it is still 
a tough price to ask for. Similar 
inequities manifest on campus in 
varying ways: WiFi restrictions 
place advantages in the hands of 
those who can a#ord hotspots, 
and campus dining centers’ 
closing hours dictate whether or 
not students who return late from 
co-curriculars or extracurriculars 
must pay out of their pockets to 
eat. While these factors, like the 

Splash prices, do not completely 
dictate student life, they still result 
in a noticeable disadvantage for 
underprivileged students.

One particularly egregious 
example can only be adequately 
told through the lens of a classic 
Greek myth. Greed was the sole 
motivator of Midas when he 
requested his golden touch from 
Dionysus. Such greed, like Midas’ 
curse, created a plague amongst 

the students of Lawrenceville. 
During Splash 2021, revival 
codes were accidentally leaked, 
resulting in them being sold 
by various students in an e#ort 
to make a quick profit. The 
minority of students who bought 
the revival codes were able to 

easily access the 
!nal round, much 
to the chagrin 
of  those  who 
did not. Much 
like this year’s 

overpr iced codes, 
locking victory in Splash 
behind a paywall only serves 

to ruin the experience 
for those unwilling 

or unable to pay. 
One final 

metaphor, if 
you please: 

a s  G r e t e 
b a c k s t a b s 

Gregor in Kafka’s 
Metamor phos i s , 

signifying her desire to 
gain success beyond the means 
of family, the SplashOps sought 
greater !nancial success at the 
expense of excluding participants 
based on their !nancial situations. 
We must concede, however, 
that despite their numerous 
errors, SplashOps have taken 
strides towards ensuring equality. 
While the $125 revival code 
scandal undoubtedly highlights 
a misstep in judgment by the 
SplashOps team, codes remained 
undistributed due to player 
intervention, rendering the codes 
unusable. Also, last year’s Splash 
implemented mandatory plastic 
water bottles, a practice extending 
into the current year, providing 
an equal playing field for all 
participants. Splash now also 
features a static admission fee, 
providing an affordable cost 
to participation that proves 
both equitable and profitable 
for SCAMP. Progress towards 
an equitable Splash, evidenced 
by movements of the past two 
years, proves doable. Perhaps 
Lawrenceville as a whole can 
derive lessons from the controversy 
of a trivial game about splashing 
one’s friends. Perhaps, using 
these experiences, Lawrenceville 
can take greater steps to a more 
equitable, uni!ed campus. 

!is editorial represents the ma-
jority view of $e Lawrence, Vol 
CXLII.

Photos of the Week
Courtesy of !e Lawrenceville School 

––––––––
Greed was the sole 

motivator of Midas when 
he requested his golden 
touch from Dionysus. 

Such greed, like Midas’ 
curse, created a plague 

amongst the students of 
Lawrenceville.

––––––––

––––––––
While a $125 price tag 

may not be prohibitively 
expensive for all students 

on "nancial aid, it is 
still a tough price to ask 
for. Similar inequities 
manifest on campus in 

varying ways...
––––––––

––––––––
Lawrenceville’s hefty 

privilege gap, however, 
has existed long before the 

introduction of Splash’s 
mephistophelian deal. 

Economic inequality at 
Lawrenceville extends 
beyond Splash and runs 
deep through the School ’s 

history.
––––––––

––––––––
To put it into perspective, 
Metphistopheles did not 

o#er Faust unlimited 
knowledge and worldly 

pleasures for free; his fatal 
bargain came at the cost 
of his soul. Splash is no 

di#erent. 
––––––––

Stephanie Xu  ’23 /THE LAWRENCE
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thusiastic inhabitants become hostile 
environments, and Harkness discus-
sions with uncomfortable participants 
restrict class engagement. Without a 
sense of community, Lawrenceville 
cannot be Lawrenceville. Splash is a 
vital part of who we are as a school.

Fostering a strong sense of commu-
nity is important on a personal level as 
well. !e School is a pressure-cooker 
environment. Sharing our worries 
with our friends helps us release 
steam and prevents us from spiraling 
when faced with three consecutive 
major assignments or a busy Monday 
schedule. While it’s okay to struggle, 
it’s important that we do not struggle 
alone. Splash initiates the process of 
developing a support system by intro-
ducing us to the people who help us 
“survive” Lawrenceville.

Although Splash’s childish nature 
may seem out of place at a school of 
Lawrenceville’s prestige, it is precisely 
that aspect of the game that allows it 
to have such a great impact. Splash’s 
silliness brings us back to our child-
hoods; a time when our greatest wor-
ries consisted of having to wear polo 
shirts in public, or counting to ten be-
fore anybody else in our class. Now, as 
the scope of our anxieties has expand-
ed, we yearn to recover the simpler 
worries of our childhood. In some 
ways, silly games like Splash transport 
us back to this carefree bliss, giving us 
an escape from the pressures of life at 
Lawrenceville.

Those who don’t attend 
Lawrenceville may be 
confused when you recount 

the hour that you spent sitting 
with your “hunter” in the middle 
of the Bunn Library, discussing 
course selections while being held 
at “gunpoint,” or more accurately, 
“splashpoint.” !is sequence of events 
was my experience with Splash just 
over a week ago when my hunter, 
a very athletic and very fast varsity 
athlete, mercilessly chased me around 
campus. Despite the hunt that I 
had just led him on, my pursuer was 
happy to sit with me in the library as 
I wasted his lunch break, more out 
of pettiness than out of real strategy. 
!at amiability is what I have come 
to expect of Splash, a time for our 
community to come together and 
bond during an activity that has 
become one of Lawrenceville’s best 
traditions.

Our community su"ered a hit at the 
beginning of Covid, something that 
many II Formers, including me, no-
ticed when we #rst arrived. Previously 
popular events like House Olympics 
and Under the Lights games garnered 
lukewarm reactions. House pride was 
low, and hybrid classes lacked student 
engagement. Hallmark Lawrenceville 
traditions like Splash have helped re-
unite our community, an important 

milestone in rebuilding what it means 
to be a student at Lawrenceville.

!e Lawrenceville community 
consists of over 800 students, all with 
varying backgrounds. We have stu-
dents who live just a couple minutes 
from campus, students w h o 
come from over- s e a s , 
students who 
spend their 
free time in 
the dance 
s t u d i o , 
a n d 
s t u -
d e n t s 
w h o 
dedicate 
t h e m -
selves to 
v a r s i t y 
sports. In 
my two 
years at 
L a w -
rencev-
i l l e , 
h o w -
e v e r , 
I have 
also no-
ticed that 
this rich 
diversity in 
our student 
body has caused attempts 
for community bonding to fall short 
of their mark. Because every student 

has a di"erent personality and prefer-
ences, it is impossible to plan commu-
nity events that cater to every single 
person. Introverts may #nd large mix-
ers uncomfortable, while athletes may 
#nd arts events uninteresting. How-
ever, Splash manages to overcome 
these di"erences, standing out as 
having the most impactful and 
long-lasting e"ects on our 

community.

Splash’s simultaneous intellec-
tual and athletic appeals cater to all 

It’s the same derisive retort every 
time: “Why would you take a dead 
language?” I can predict their words 

before they open their mouths to ridi-
cule Latin’s supposed irrelevance in our 
modern society. Even moments like my 
middle school’s restaurant excursion ex-
acerbated these sneers: while students 
of Romance languages traveled to their 
culture’s cuisine, Latin students, who 
couldn’t travel back in time and taste 
an exquisite glis or epityrum, remained 
on campus, looked down upon by their 
peers.

So let’s address this misconception. 
Ancient Latin and Greek are not just 
languages regularly spoken some 1,500 
years ago that are irrelevant to the ad-
vancements of modernity. Our present-
day world can actually learn a lot from 
these ancient languages.

Here’s how I think of classics: the 
voices transmitted through Latin and 
Greek resemble the roots of a tree, nur-
turing branches bearing ripe, fresh fruit. 
!e knowledge accumulated through 
the process of translation, the digestion 
of a text’s ideas, and a thorough under-
standing of Greece and Rome’s rich 
history and culture comprise the foun-
dation of our world’s progress. 

First, the claim that classics hold no 
worth in the real world is simply false. 
Deciphering a single sentence in Latin 
is, while arduous, far more useful than 
one may assume. Try identifying the 
tense, voice, and mood of every verb or 
which of six cases every noun belongs 
to. Try pinpointing the use of the abla-
tive, dative, and accusative in a phrase. 
While conjugating moneo in the sec-

ond person plural pluperfect passive 
subjunctive may prove fruitless in the 
real world, attention to detail, logical 
thinking, and problem-solving skills 
cultivated from learning classical lan-
guages are inextricably linked to success 
in any pursuit. 

Now, try to imagine Martin Luther 
King, Jr., incarcerated in solitary con-
#nement without access to 
books and 
p a p e r , 
s c r i b -
b l i n g 
in the 
margins 
of the Bir-
mingham 
News a rev-
olutionary 
epistle soon 
to galvanize 
Amer icans 
to break the 
bonds of seg-
regation: the 
21-page Letter 
From Birming-
ham Jail. Empowered by the classical 
works of Cicero, Sophocles, and St. 
Augustine, King reconstructed and re-
de#ned the ideals of American democ-
racy. Classical books, plays, and stories 
have not only shaped our politics, but 
our philosophies, literature, and art. 
!e beauty of Plato’s Republic, Mar-
tial’s Liber Spectaculorum, or even the 
outrageous #ction of Ovid’s Metamor-
phoses, lies in their ability to paint an 
eerie re$ection of our civilization; they 
comment on our inherent shortcom-
ings, praise our tenacity, and, no matter 
the age, propel us to be better members 
of the human race. 

Still, there’s an institutional reason as 
to why so many people have no motiva-
tion to continue Latin at a higher level. 
Two possible reasons de#ne an easy 
explanation: the lack of exposure to 
classics education, combined with the 
curriculum’s disturbing lack of diversity. 

At the turn of the 20th century, 
knowledge of Latin was highly sought-

after. Over 50 percent of American 
students attending a state-fund-

ed high 
s c h o o l 
studied 
L a t in , 
a n d 
e n -

rollment in Latin out-
numbered enrollment in all other for-
eign languages combined. Yet Latin’s 
reputation completely crumbled in 
1958 as tensions between the Soviet 
Union and the United States intensi-
#ed. Due to national concerns over 
the United States’s seemingly lagging 
progress in mathematical and scienti#c 
achievement, the U.S.Congress passed 
the National Defense Education Act. 
In an attempt to focus on implement-
ing more ‘relevant’ courses across all ed-
ucation levels, the federal government 
pulled educational support for Latin 

in state-funded schools on the grounds 
that the language did not contribute to 
national security. Only private schools 
held the funds to teach Latin, establish-
ing a dangerous precedent of inequal-
ity. Today, limited exposure to classics 
resources precludes less-privileged stu-
dents from exploring avenues of classics 
education, engendering the notion that 
Latin––a universal, all-re$ective lan-
guage––is a niche and irrelevant subject. 

What further distances Latin from 
Americans, however, is its historic 
entanglement with racial, economic, 
and patriarchal elitism. A 2014 survey 
conducted by the Society for Classi-
cal Studies (SCS) concluded that the 
number of “underrepresented minori-

ties” was “too small to 
yield statistically 

mean ing fu l 
conclusions”; 
another 2014 
study found 
that only 
32 percent 
of tenured 

professors in 
university classics 

departments were women. In 
2018, yet another SCS survey found 
that in a pool of non-white classics 
students, 48.9 percent of respondents 
indicated experiences with “either ac-
tions or statements that made them feel 
uncomfortable or afraid.” Simply put, 
the study of classics is far from welcom-
ing towards minorities and women; 
instead, its historical reputation makes 
it into a racially exclusionary study that 
suppresses any hint of diversity within 
their academic ranks. 

!e average classics curriculum itself 
reinforces such exclusion; we almost 

always learn about the classical world 
through the lens of a heterosexual 
white male. !e “Greats” of classics 
are entirely male; academia brushes 
aside the notion of studying female 
authors and artists with the pretext 
that there simply are not enough to 
study—even at Lawrenceville. My 
Advanced Latin class centers its stud-
ies around Petronius’s Satyricon and 
Apuleius’ Metamorphoses, two works 
by prominent Latin-language authors 
that grotesquely objecti#ed women. It 
is true that the Romans’ sociopolitical 
suppression of minorities considerably 
limited the number of works written 
by minorities, and thus our accessibil-
ity to a more diverse range of authors. 
However, it is also true that limited ac-
cessibility should not excuse classicists’ 
sluggishness in diversifying secondary 
and collegiate-level curricula; it should 
not divert them from making far more 
concerted and public e"orts to discov-
er, digitize, and translate these minority 
voices.

Our aversion toward the tradition-
ally elitist study of Latin is what ulti-
mately propels people to disregard Lat-
in as a language. But I feel as though 
there are far too many merits of Latin 
as a language to con$ate it with its far 
more narrow study. We must reform 
the curricula and academic culture of 
classics themselves to highlight the ev-
erlasting merits of the #eld to a more 
diverse pool of potential Latin lovers. 
We must dismantle the classism, rac-
ism, and sexism that strangle classics to 
#nally provide universal access to the 
universal language. Only then will we 
know why Latin is not a dead, distant 
language, but rather one that we can all 
admire and explore. 

members of our community. If you 
are a strategist, you can map out your 
target’s routes to and from class and 
pop out of a building as your target 
walks by. If you would rather use your 
athleticism, you can simply chase 
your target across campus as on-

lookers cheer you on. Splash is 
open-ended; it allows students 
to mold the game to their own 
interests. No other event on 

campus uni#es us in our 
interests as strongly as 

Splash can.
Not only does 

Splash engage all of 
our interests, but it 
also bridges the gap 
between Underclass-

men and Upperclass-
men. When I was a II 

Former, the #rst time I 
talked to some of the V 

Formers in my Spanish 3 
class was when they came 

to me for help with tracking 
down their Splash targets. 
Splash creates long-lasting 
and meaningful friendships; 
some of the connections I 
made last year have carried on 
into this year, even as V Form-
ers leave for college. 

While Lawrenceville prides 
itself on House and Harkness, 

neither of these goals can truly ful#ll 
its potential unless our community 
has a strong bond. Houses with unen-

An Ode to Squeeze Bottles, Soaked Shirts, and Springtime Bliss
LEO DE GIORGI ’24 

Appreciating Lawrenceville’s Underappreciated

Latin Isn’t Dead. But It’s Not Ready for the Living Right Now. 
LAUREN LIU ’24 

Sally Lee  ’23  /THE LAWRENCE

Stephanie Xu  ’23  /THE LAWRENCE
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ARYA SREEDHAR ’24
NEWS ASSOCIATE

2021-22 Heely Scholars Give Research 
Presentations

Last !ursday, April 21, the 
2021-22 Heely Scholars pre-
sented their research projects 
on World War I to the Law-
renceville community. !e 
Heely Scholars are a selected 
group of rising V Formers who 
exhibit an interest in American 
history and utilize the opportu-
nity presented by the program 
to dive deep into a speci"c re-
search topic. Using the Stephan 
Archives in the Bunn Library, 
this year’s Heely Scholars con-
nected World War I to Law-
renceville’s history by deci-
phering primary sources and 
personal memoirs written by 
past students. 

While conducting research, 
the scholars were not given a 
primary objective. Instead, they 
were only expected to explore 
and gather as much knowl-
edge as possible. Scholar Angel 
Zhang ’22 said, “!e [goal] was 
to go in and see what we could 
"nd in the Archives, and see 
what sparked our interests.” It 
was important for them to "rst 
understand the time period and 
gain a sense of people’s per-
spectives during that time. Ar-
thur Li ’22 recalled, “As [Heely 
Scholars Program Director 
Anne Louise] Smit [P’10 ’13] 
told us, we were aiming to ‘get 
lost in the archives.’” 

One meaningful aspect of 
the Heely Scholars program is 
the ability to compile research 
to guide an argument. Zhang 
focused on “trying to deter-
mine a link between a very 
speci"c aspect of WWI, trench 
warfare, and an artistic move-
ment called Dada” to show how 
movements rose due to “hu-
man trauma.” Similarly, Li said, 

“My thesis and presentation 
focused on a political science 
theory authored by Immanuel 
Kant in the late 18th century 
which posits that democratic 
nations refrain from going to 
war. Woodrow Wilson drew 
on Kant’s philosophy in his 
Fourteen Points and plans for 
the League of Nations. In my 
presentation, I hoped to convey 
the parallels between Kant’s 
and Wilson’s thinking, as well 
as to demonstrate where their 
theories failed.” 

2022-23 Prefects 
Announced

Crescent
McClellan House:
Barbara Odae
Amanda Park
Anoushka Sharma

Stanley House:
Jocelyn Acosta
Lilly Gessner
Maddy Laws
Elizabeth Parnell
 
Stephens House:
Elon Cooper
Roma Kale
Allison Zhu

Carter House: 
Bailley Georgieva
Lindsay Lee
Ria Patel
Stephanie Xu

Kirby House: 
Praachi Chakraborty
Jackie Courtney
Ashley Lee
Liza Webster

Circle
Cleve House:
Cal Berwick
Max Blecher
Drew Davis
Brody Herrick
Jack Moses

Griswold House:
Stanley Hir
Ryan Mitsch
Robert Simone

Woodhull House:
Viraj Agarwala
Roan McDonald
Noah Trupin
Jeb Williams

Dickinson House:
Kevin Chiang
Samuel Huh
Jackson Lee
Richard Smith

Kennedy House:
Justin Fermin
Ely Hahami
Harry Lynch
Kyle Park

Hamill House:
Patrick Brady
Peyton Cosover
Brody Hughes

Lower
Dawes House: 
Reese Abromavage 
Anushka Chintamaneni
Michelle Egu
Lily Hooge
Emma Kim
Caroline Park
Ti#any Wen

Raymond House: 
Ford Collins
Satvik Dasariraju
Tommy Irvine
Eddie Newsom
Jack Patel
Akeil Smith
Victor Zhu

STAFF REPORT

Big Red Race XIX: Ready, Set, Race!
NICHOLE JIN ’24

FEATURES ASSOCIATE

On May 1, this upcoming 
Saturday, Lawrenceville will 
be hosting its 19th annual Big 
Red Race (BRR). !e event is 
organized by Je#rey Durso-
Finley P’13 ’14 ’19 ’22 and 
Holly Burks Becker P’06 ’09 
’12 of the College Counseling 
Department and raises funds 
for the School Camp.

!e BRR is a campus road 
race that is a combination of 
children’s races and a 5-kilo-
meter run. According to Dur-
so-Finley, the race has had 
over 500 runners and walk-
ers and peaked at about 175 
participants in the Children’s 
Races. “We’re trying to build 
it back up again to its pre-
COVID heights,” he contin-
ued. Burks Becker elaborated 
on the children’s races, saying, 
“!ere are also a series of hi-
larious little kids races that 
make it a big, happy family 
day and focuses attention on 
community partnerships and 
sustainability.” 

All of the money raised 
from the race goes towards 
funding the School Camp,  
an ongoing Lawrenceville 
tradition dedicated to giv-
ing underprivileged chil-
dren a chance to experience 
a summer camp. Every year, 
“under-resourced youngsters” 
from Ewing, Trenton, Phila-
delphia, New York, and oth-
er surrounding areas attend 

a residential camp in rural 
Pennsylvania, Durso-Finley 
explained. “Lawrenceville 
students are the camp coun-
selors and the camp operates 
on its own, and the School 
Camp is run entirely by fun-
draising, hence the incred-
ible need for [Lawrenceville’s 
community’s] support,” he 
said. Elaborating on the im-
pact funds from the Big Red 
Race have had on improving 
School Camp, Burks Becker 
said, “I think everyone at the 
School Camp eats better and 

healthier food thanks to the 
Race, and there have been 
capital improvements like 
new cabin screens and roofs, 
and new docks and equip-
ment.”

Describing the origins of 
the Big Red Race, Durso-
Finley said, “!e idea for 
the race sprang out of a 
casual conversation about 
an on-campus spring event 
to raise money for charity.” 
Burks Becker and Durso-
Finley came up with the 
idea while preparing for a 

half-marathon in 2004. “We 
are both big fans of road races, 
and we thought our communi-
ty could bene"t in myriad ways 
as good races are high energy, 
healthy, festive and community 
building,” Burks Becker said. It 
was former Head of School Liz 
Du#y H’43 who suggested that 
the funds go towards School 
Camp, as the program was "-
nancially struggling at the time 
and the event would be a good 
way to raise awareness. As of 
now, the BRR has generated up 
to $250,000 over the course of 

its lifetime for School Camp, 
Durso-Finley shared.

In addition to providing 
"nancial support to School 
Camp, the BRR also plays an 
important role in bringing the 
School community together. 
“It’s fun…and it celebrates 
our community, the spring, 
as well as two of Lawrencev-
ille’s vital strengths—service 
to others and physical well-
being,” said Durso-Finley. 
Burks Becker mentioned that 
even neighbors bring their 
families to run in the race, im-
proving “[the] School’s com-
munity relations.” While the 
pandemic has curbed student 
participation in the last cou-
ple of years, more people have 
been signing up now that Co-
vid-19 restrictions have loos-
ened. Burks Becker is hopeful 
to see the Big Red Race re-
turn to what it was in years 
past, describing the “surge of 
School pride, excitement, and 
devotion that comes with the 
hub-bub of the kids races, the 
sound of the cannon signal-
ing the start of the 5K race, 
and the swarms of cheering 
volunteers who line the race-
course—even on rainy days.” 
Whether improving Law-
renceville’s long-running tra-
dition of organizing School 
Camp or bringing the school 
community together in an ac-
tive and exciting way, the Big 
Red Race is an event that stu-
dents and faculty should all 
try to sign up for! 

Aileen Ryu ’25/THE LAWRENCE

The Heely Scholars’ artwork piece

A
ngel Zhang ’22/TH

E 

!e Lawrence is pleased to recognize the House Prefects for the 
2022-23 School Year.

One special project the Heely 
Scholars produced this year 
was a painting encapsulating a 
theme decided on by the Schol-
ars. Zhang explained, “!e 
painting was acrylic on canvas, 
and the inspiration was biolog-
ical warfare from WWI. WWI 
was one of the "rst wars where 
biological weapons, such as gas, 
were used on such a large scale, 
so we decided to highlight that. 
We also presented the main 
"gure in the painting as akin to 
the classic Uncle Sam ‘I want 
you’ propaganda poster, but 
framed by an Instagram panel, 
to showcase the e#ects of mod-

ern-day propaganda.” Li added 
that the Scholars “wanted to 
convey the alternate idea that 
going to war for one’s country 
is not always glorious and hon-
orable.”

!e Scholars then condensed 
their papers into presentations 
and worked together to revise 
their projects. To prepare for the 
presentations, they re-famil-
iarized themselves with their 
material and practiced several 
times. Both Li and Zhang felt 
that their performances at the 
poster presentations strongly 
re$ected their hard work and 
practice.

!e attendees enjoyed learn-
ing from the various unique 
perspectives presented across 
all Heely presentations. Ashley 
Wang ’23 recounted, “!e con-
nections [the Scholars] drew 
between WWI and "elds like 
philosophy, scienti"c coop-
eration, and art really o#ered a 
more nuanced, complex analysis 
than [Lawrenceville’s] Forces 
readers and U.S. History text-
books.” Attendees noted being 
left in awe by the various con-
nections made between the war 
and the object of each scholar’s 
research. For example, Hartley 
Ju ’23 described that his “big-
gest takeaway was probably 
learning about the role of the 
Romanian government during 
WWI.”

Heely Scholars noted gain-
ing several skills including in-
dependent research and time 
management skills. For many 
of the Scholars, the most 
meaningful part of the expe-
rience was studying personal, 
unfamiliar perspectives on the 
war, connecting Lawrenceville’s 
community during World War 
I to today’s Lawrenceville.
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Woods Memorial Hall in the 1886 Olla Podrida Courtesy of Olla Podrida

Comic strip by Zachary Kalafer ’24

When people say everything is 
temporary, they might be talking 
about life, love, or war, but 
everyone can agree that one thing 
is forever: Woods Memorial Hall. 
For 137 years or 50,005 days, Mem 
has stood tall and unchanged at the 
heart of Lawrenceville’s campus. 
Since its creation in 1885, Mem Hall 
has survived the Great Depression, 
both World Wars, and the turn of 
two centuries; it seems as if the 
building is indestructible.

A picture of Mem from the 1886 
Olla Podrida features the edifice 
alone, surrounded by nothing but 
empty space. There was no Edith 
Memorial Chapel or Upper House, 
and only four Circle Houses had 
been established. It is a grand 
building that has been able to 
outlast time.

Looking back at these old 
pictures of Mem, the building has 
scarcely changed. It seems as if 
current images of it have black 
and white filters over them. In the 
constantly shifting Lawrenceville 

environment, I love that Mem has 
been—and will always be—right 
there. 

Mem holds some of the best 
memories of my II Form year, and 
thus I have grown quite attached 
to the building. As someone who 
watches Dead Poet Society at least 
once a month, I imagine myself 

sitting on the notorious Mem Hall 
steps like a character in a book. Last 
year, I spent many lunches on those 
very steps, eating Starbucks snack 
packs and drinking matcha lattes.

The building also protects and 
fosters literature. How many 
students have read the Odyssey 
or Hamlet within its confines? 

How many students have come to 
class with their heavily annotated 
novels, excited to discuss last 
night’s reading? 

Although I am a Mem Hall 
lover, I admit that the building is 
not without its faults. Rarely do 
I have a class where the heaters 
are noiseless, and the exposed 

scaffolding on the second floor 
looks a little like a haunted house. 
It is simply old, and with old 
age comes deteriorating bone 
structures. However, this old age 
gives Mem a personality and a life 
of its own. 

Mem Hall is filled with history, 
having years and years baked 
into the walls. With plaques and 
pictures decorating its halls, Mem 
is a scrapbook of history. Walking 
into Mem Hall feels like taking a 
time machine into Lawrenceville’s 
past. I can imagine suit-clad boys 
from a century ago walking to class 
with backpacks slung across their 
shoulders. If I concentrate hard 
enough, I can almost picture the 
first girls at Lawrenceville taking 
classes there in 1987.

Often, I wonder what Mem’s 
walls would say if they could talk. 
What stories would they tell me? 
Mem Hall almost feels like your 
eccentric grandfather who lets you 
sit on his lap and tells you all the 
stories of his youth. I think that 
is why I love it so much; it is a 
slice of the past on a profoundly 
modern campus in a profoundly 
modern world. 

Memories at Mem Hall
SOFIA CARLISI ’24
ARTS ASSOCIATE

This past Saturday night, under 
the starry sky and Pop Hall’s careful 
“supervision,” the annual All Arts 
Night took place in the Bowl. Having 
witnessed the event for the first 
time last year, I was captivated by 
everyone’s fun performances and was 
determined to take part the following 
year. Luckily enough, my dream came 
true, so this year, in a very Hannah 
Montana style, I got the best of both 
worlds: being both a performer and 
an attendee of All Arts Night. 

The hours leading up to the event 
were, quite frankly, stressful. As a 
member of dance groups Suave and 
Tour de Force (TDF), my teammates 
and I have been tirelessly working 
on our choreographies for the April 
Dance Series (ADS) that will take 
place on April 30. Having such a quick 
turnaround, we didn’t have much time 
to rehearse for All Arts Night; thus, 
I was worried about the quality of 

our pieces. Moreover, I was slightly 
taken aback by that night’s schedule, 
with the lacrosse tailgate and All 
Arts Night being immediately after 
one another. With a drop of anxiety, 
I filled my shaved ice with “wild 
watermelon” syrup, looked over the 
Bowl, and counted the small number 
of attendees. As the darkness settled 
in, however  the students slowly 
started filling out the “front rows” 
of the lawn in packs of three to five; 
seeing such a crowd form relieved the 
stiffness of my joints.

One of my favorite performances of 
the night was certainly the two improv 
games presented by the Impulse 
Comedy Troupe. Not only was it 
quite an amusing performance, but 
it also set a strong precedent for the 
rest of the performers that night. As 
an avid Impulse fan, I can confidently 
say that these guys always know 
how to create a special, carefree, and 
welcoming atmosphere that draws in 
everyone watching. I almost forgot I 
was performing later that night, to 
be honest! 

All of the singers of All Arts Night 
were extremely skillful, and their 
choice of music was immaculate. 
However, due to various technical 
difficulties, the audience could not 
entirely enjoy the singing. Hopefully, 
the artists did not get discouraged and 
still know that they are phenomenally 
talented and brave for getting up on 
that stage.

As for the dances, in my totally 
objective opinion, Suave and TDF 
did an astonishing job. Even though 
I was initially nervous, when I heard 
how much people were cheering us 
on even before the music came on, all 
of my anxiety transformed into pure 
joy as I began to dance, basking in 
the colorful blinding lights. While I 
love each and every En Corps team 
equally, I was probably the biggest 
fan of FRObeats, who, in my opinion, 
concluded the night perfectly.

Overall, I’d say that All Arts Night 
was a great success, considering the 
amount of delight students got from 
the free Kona ice, Muse’s interactive 
art exhibit, and the performances. The 

impact of this event probably cannot 
be overstated. All Arts Night brings 
the arts at Lawrenceville closer to the 
wider school population. Thus, the 

event is a beautiful tradition that must 
go on, bringing artists together under 
the embrace of the spring night sky.

Paint to the Rhythm: All Arts Nights Re!ection
OLEKSANDR MYKHANTSO ’23

SENIOR COLUMNIST

Students in front of Muse’s interactive exhibit Courtesy of Muse Council
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 The Lawrence Crossword Puzzle: Earth & Other
CLAIRE CHOW ’24

Across
1. !e theme of the 2022 Earth 
Month is “________ in our planet”
6. An inde"nite and very long 
period of time (British Spelling)
7. PB&J with no jelly (abbr.)
10. Sordid, corrupt, immoral (adj.)
11. Pre"x; relating to the ears
12. Quality, security, environment 
(acr.)
13. Guy I can’t trust (acr.)
14. Second day of the week (abbr.)
15. !under (Ch.)
17. Required religion class at Law-
renceville
18. No longer close to someone
20. Where pigs live
21.  ____ girls
22. !e second of the three Rs 
(past)

Down
2. !e most unpleasant.
3. Displacement over change 
in time
4. An employer that pledges 
to not discriminate against 
employees (abbr.)
5. Snake and a rat put to-
gether
7. Cannondale Pro Cycling 
Team, was an Italian profes-
sional road bicycle racing 
team in the UCI ProTour; 
previous name
8. It’s tranquil, calm, peaceful. 
“You should __ _____”
9. To put on clothes
11. One stares
16. Domesticate
19. Neutral (abbr.)

Zaheer Ali: Executive Director of the Hutchins 
Institute for Social Justice

Zaheer Ali joined Lawrenceville in 2021 
as the inaugural Executive Director of the 
Hutchins Institute for Social Justice and a 
teacher in the history department. He’ll be 
teaching three interdisciplinary courses next year: 
“Social Justice Scholars Seminar,” the Fall Term 
interdisciplinary course for the Hutchins Social 
Justice Scholars, “Martin Luther King, Jr. and 
Malcolm X” during the Winter Term, and “Oral 
History !eory and Practice” in the Spring Term. 

Ali brings with him experience and 
expertise as the Project Manager of Columbia 
University’s Malcolm X Project; the Oral 
Historian at the Center for Brooklyn 
History; a Senior Fellow of the Pillars 
Fund Muslim Narrative Change Cohort; a 
recipient of the Open Society Foundation’s 
Soros Equality Fellowship; an executive 
producer of a digital "lm series and feature-
length broadcast documentary, American 
Muslims: A History Revealed; and a featured 
speaker in various documentaries and "lms. 

While Ali’s dedication to advocacy and 
his accomplishments speak for themselves, 
the true scope of his work and origins of 
his passion for history and social justice are 
still not very well-known around campus.

Ali’s story began in Maryland, near 
Washington D.C., in a family of mixed 
Trinidadian and Caribbean heritage. Ali 
recalled “growing up as a di#erent kid.” He 
said, “I look[ed] di#erent, talk[ed] di#erent, and 
so I felt the experience of being marginalized. 
I felt the experience of being discounted. I 
felt the experience of being underestimated 
and was confused by that experience…my 
sister [and I] were the greatest things ever 
to our parents, [but] we went out into the 
world and felt something very di#erent.”

!is question prompted him into exploring 
history; his particular point of entry is rooted 
in his love for stories, time-traveling, and 
connecting with people from the past. In 
particular, Ali wanted to understand why his 
experience in the world at large felt di#erent 
from the love and care he was privy to at 
home. In pursuing this question, Ali “realized 
there is a context for this [treatment],” 
noting that he is “not the cause of [the] 
injustice” he has faced, but rather that his 

CLAIRE JIANG ’24
COPY EDITOR

Courtesy of Zaheer Ali
and weak. They think listening is not a 
demonstration of power.” While Ali believes 
“it’s important for people to not be silenced…
it’s also important for people to maintain silence.” 

Ali wanted to develop “the idea of listening 
as a creative act. Listening as an empowering 
act, listening as a community-making act,” and 
consequently proposed “Make It Plain: Storytelling 
and Listening for Social Change,” a Muslim 
community-based participatory storytelling and 
listening narrative project with the support of a 
$100,000 grant from the Soros Equality Fellowship.

In 2021, Ali became the Executive Director 
of Lawrenceville’s Hutchins Institute for Social 
Justice. His approach to this position is based on 
the work of his mentors, Henry Louis Gates Jr. 
at Harvard and Manning Marable at Columbia. 
In many ways, Ali’s work at Lawrenceville is 
“honoring the way [his mentors] trained [him] 
to build a place that would be an academic 
hub…for our community to come together 
and exchange ideas to advance social justice.”

Coming to the School, Ali “had a sense of 
the three areas [he] really wanted to work on: 
focusing on social justice as a subject of study, 
as a methodology of inquiry and analysis, and 
as an ethical practice showing up in the world.” 
!ese goals are re$ected in the creation of the 

experience was a product of how his history had 
been shaped and used against him in the past. 

He added, “Growing up as a Black child, I found 
in Black history what I did not always "nd in the 
media, or even in the classroom at the time: stories 
that connected me to times, peoples, and places 
much bigger than my own circumstances; stories 
that both humbled me in awe of what had come 
before, and lifted me up to boldly claim the future.”

Ali’s love and curiosity for history eventually 
brought him to Harvard University, where 
he received a Bachelor of Arts degree with a 
concentration in Afro-American Studies, and then 
to Columbia University, where he earned Master of 
Arts and Master of Philosophy degrees in History. 

At Columbia, Ali “started exploring oral 
history,” which is “a method of creating…an 
archive of people whose voices and stories were 
not [typically] represented.” An oral historian 
conducts in-person interviews through text, audio, 
and video; their work may also be represented 
through performance, art, storytelling, and song. 
Since most archival information is dominated 
by those who are in positions of stature and in 
possession of resources, much of history is written 
as if “these are the only people who mattered.” As 
an oral historian, Ali focuses on “addressing issues 
of inequity and injustice” in how we view the past. 
Much of an oral historian’s job is “dependent on 
building trust with people so that they’re willing to 
tell you their story,” and providing the opportunity 
for individuals to have their stories be told. 

Diving into this subject matter allowed Ali to 
“show up and engage” with the world. Following 
grad school, he worked at the Center of Brooklyn 
History and became a Senior Fellow of the 
Pillars Fund Muslim Narrative Change Cohort 
in 2020; his work aimed to “look at the stories 
that we tell about marginalized people and 
["nd out] how to change those stories around 
immigration…queer people, [and] speci"cally 
around Muslims in the United States. !e 
premise is that if we can change the ways people 
think and talk about these communities, maybe 
people will be a lot more open to treating these 
communities with greater justice and equity.”

!at same year, Ali recalled that “looking 
around and thinking about how so much of 
social justice work is framed around the ability 
to speak.” He consequently asked himself, “if 
everyone is speaking truth to power, who’s 
listening? People think listening is passive 

Hutchins Social Justice Scholars program, 
the development of a faculty fellowship 
in social justice, and the introduction of 
mini-residencies. Ali has also organized the 
“Dinner and Dialogue” series, which involves 
students watching and discussing a "lm.

Deeply rooted within Ali’s work is the 
belief “that the work of social justice is 
not just an academic enterprise. It is a 
personal commitment.” While many are 
encouraged to look at history through the 
dispassionate, distant, and disconnected 
“veneer of objectivity”, Ali challenges that 
mindset with the idea that how “we approach 
our academic study is very much informed 
by our own positionality,” shaping the 
questions and the answers we hope to "nd.

For Ali, “History tells us that there is never 
circling back. We are always cumulative. 
We are the latest iteration of the historical 
process…I study history not so I can go back, 
but so we can go forward. People who want to 
‘go back to the way things were’—that’s not 
history, that’s nostalgia. And it’s dangerous. 
It’s stagnation at best, reactionary at worst. 
History is change over time; and reminds 
us that we too are changing, and must 
change, over time in order to make progress.”

Our world is contingent. It can change on a dime by something so little and microscopic that none of us can see, but can be widely impactful…There’s very 
little around us that is here because that’s the “way it’s supposed to be”...My desire is to create a new body of knowledge that will reshape how we see the past. 

!e "rst person to email a phooto of this completed, correct puzzle to both 
ekim23@lawrenceville.org and ajung23@lawrenceville.org will receive a mystery 
prize! Do not ask Lawrence editors for help. 

Zaheer Ali
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Kajal Dongre ’22
LKR3W

Scarlett Tapiero ’22
LDT

Bailley Georgieva ’23
Tour De Force

Sneha Kondru ’22
Nachale

Corinne Johnson ’23
Frobeats

Useless talent you 
have Mood swings :) Being a Canva God making a playlist for everything tie a cherry stem with my tongue Making it to the microwave 

before it beeps 

Favorite thing 
about dance in one 

word
Spaceships Slay Lizzo Mambo Bruises

Song 
recommendation Hard Times Toxic Pony Mo Bamba Love Never Felt So Good: 

Michael Jackson
Mask, Gloves, Soap, Scrubs: 

Todrick Hall

Dance Captain Picks

ASHLEY LEE ’23
SENIOR COLUMNIST

Sliders, high-waisted black slacks, 
and fastpitch bats make comebacks 
when the weather is warm and !owers 
bloom again. "e acclaimed Girls’ 
Varsity Softball Team has returned, 
and they are more thrilled than ever 

for their season. 
"is year, Coach John Schiel H’78 

P’97 ‘08 ‘10 returns as the team’s 
head coach. Schiel played baseball as 
a child in his local little league team. 
Schiel has a background in high 
school and college athletics, having 
attended Haverford College to play 
football. Schiel then began teaching 
at Lawrenceville in 1974 while it was 

still an all-boys institution. Years later, 
when Lawrenceville chose to establish 
the School as  co-ed, Schiel went to 
the athletic department and asked to 
coach the Girls’ Varsity Softball Team.

Co-captains Allison Haworth 
’22, Emma Fleming ’22, and Kate 
McCann ’22 are also in charge of this 
year’s team. "ey’ve played softball 
since young ages and with this being 

their #nal year at Lawrenceville, they 
want to make sure the softball team 
returns stronger than ever. 

"e girls spent their preseason at a 
training camp in Vero Beach, Florida, 
where they had a fantastic Spring 
Break season. Schiel described it as an 
“overall good time,” and he praised the 
team for maintaining a “ culture that 
was truly one to die for” despite having 

a substantial number of new players on 
the squad. He praised the captains for 
their ability to integrate all three of the 
team’s incoming II Formers and form 
strong ties. “Although the weather 
was not ideal,” Haworth commented, 
“the team experienced good wins and 
losses during their tournaments, which 
helped them set goals and plans, but 
also gave them a good idea on the 

progress of the rest of their season.” 
For #ve days, they held practices and 
competed in games where they learned 
more about themselves, their skills, and 
formed incredible bonds. In fact, the 
team bonding was so strong that on a 
Discovery Day, a prospective student 
who visited Lawrenceville and spoke 
with the team wrote to Schiel “the 
bonds they had were so powerful and 

genuine.” As there were numerous new 
players, McCann stated that Florida 
was a wonderful experience because 
it gave them a “good chance to get 
together and obtain good experience 
working with each other to bond 
before jumping into a new season”

Schiel and the captains discussed 
the goals they set for the rest of the 
season. "e captains expressed their 

excitement and goals for this new 
season. Haworth referred to the team 
as  “pretty young with unpolished 
talent,” and they de#nitely need to 
work on communication. However, 
Fleming commented that it would 
de#nitely develop and improve with 
time. McCann did mention that 
“having several II Formers in the 
varsity team means every game they 

play they will be able to improve and 
get better and make strides.” Schiel 
mentioned that the goal overall is 
“always to get better through the 
season.” 

Flemming shouted out the two new 
additions  to the team: the hockey 
players, Ani Kozak ’23 and Abby Hehl 
’23. "ey have never played softball 
before, yet she remarked, “they have 

grown so much already.” Both of them 
came to the team thinking that they 
would just camp out on the bench, as 
they were novices to the sport, but they 
impressed the whole team by putting 
up solid numbers.

It will certainly be a season to 
remember for Big Red Varsity Softball, 
and we’ll all be on high alert to see just 
how much they are able to accomplish.

DANNY HARLAN ’23
SENIOR COLUMNIST

It’s that time again: "e NFL is 
holding its annual Draft "ursday 
night, with many capable college 
athletes awaiting their chance at 
league-level play. Let’s take a look at 
some potential favorites and busts of 
the Class of 2022.

Favorite: Christian Watson 
Standing at six feet four inches 

and 208 lb, Watson will dominate  
practically anyone covering him. 
Combine that with his 4.36-second 
40-yard dash, and you get an extremely 

rare combination of both speed and 
size that will be lethal in the next level 
regardless of what team decides to pick 
him. He’s projected to go anywhere 
between the late first round and 
the mid-second round as the eighth 
receiver o$ the board, but I have him 
as the third-best receiver in the entire 
class, following only Garrett Wilson 
and Drake London.

Bust: Aidan Hutchinson 
I know this is an unpopular pick, as 

most people have him as their number 
one choice, but I just don’t see it. Sure, 
he’ll probably be a #ne NFL player, 
but in my opinion, he is not going to 
be anywhere near what a lot of people 

are hyping him up to be. With his 
borderline T-Rex arms, he is going 
to have a very tough time competing 
against the huge o$ensive linemen in 
the league, a weakness which we were 
exposed to when he was shut down by 
Georgia’s big o$ensive lineman in the 
college football semi#nal.

Favorite: Ahmad “Sauce” Gardner 
Even though most people have 

Gardner graded as a top 10 prospect, I 
think he’s still a bit underrated. Along 
with solid measurable stats across the 
board and a really cool nickname, 
Gardner produces on the #eld like 
no one I have ever seen. "is past 
season, Gardner gave up no more than 

13 yards to any receiver in any game, 
which is mind-blowing to think about. 
Additionally, he did not give up even a 
single touchdown at any point of his 
college career at Cincinnati. If you 
watched the college football semi#nal 
between Alabama and Cincinnati, 
you may have noticed that Gardner 
was practically a nonfactor all game, 
but that is because Alabama did not 
even dare to throw anywhere near 
where he was.

Bust: Matt Corral
Ranked by most “experts” as the 

third quarterback o$ the board with 
a late #rst-round grade, I don’t even 
think it would be worth it to take 

Corral until the third round, and 
that might even be a stretch. He put 
up decent numbers at the University 
of Mississippi, but if you watch the 
tape on what he had to do to achieve 
those numbers, he did not do much to 
make me believe in him as a prospect. 
His only job at Ole Miss was to 
make simple reads and hit wide-open 
receivers, and yet, even that task would 
occasionally send him into a panic, 
causing him to put his head down 
and run instead of even attempting to 
go through any progressions. Unless 
he makes some major changes to his 
game, he has no shot at succeeding at 
the NFL level.

The NFL Draft: Favorites and Busts

Taking the Field with Girls’ Softball

Emma Kim’23,  Ani Kozak’23, and the Big Red Girls’ Varsity Softball Team 6RÀD�%RQLOOD�·��/THE LAWRENCE


